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"HE deſign of this little treatiſe, is to diſ- 
— 3 lay the glory and all - ſuſſiciency of the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt, and to encourage weak be- 
lievers to glorify him more, by depending and 
living more upon his all- ſufficiency. Whatever 
he has promiſed in his word, he is faithful, and 
he is almighty to beſtow, and they may receive it 
I freely by the hand of faith. This is its uſe and 
office, as an hand or inſtrument, having firſt re- 
ceived Chriſt, to be continually receiving out of | 
- | Chrift's fulneſs. The apoſtle calls this & lying 
5 faith,” a life- received and continued wit 
l the ſtrength, comforts, and bleſſings belonging 
I to it, by faith in the Son of God; and he 411 
x: mentions the work of faith, its working effectu- 
ally in the hearts and lives of believers, through - 
Chriſt ſtrengthening them, and its growing in 
them, og growing exceedingly from faith to 
faith, by the power of him who loveth them. 
This is the ſuhject; and it properly belongs to 
'thoſe' only who have obtained the true faith, 
given them of God, and wrought in their hearts 
| y his word and ſpirit. Such perſons meet with 
_ | many difficulties every day to try their faith, 
8 and to hinder them from depending coninuatly 
upon the Lord Chriſt for-all things belonging 
to life and godlineſs. By What means theie 
I . 2 _ i : . 


— . 


FFF 5 
difliculties may be overcome, is plainly taught in 
| e is clearly promiſed, and is attained by 
faith, which becomes daily more victorious, as 
it increaſes in ſtrength. The ſtrengthening of 
it I have had all along in view, hoping to be 
the means, under God, of leading the weak be- 
liever by the hand, and of removing hinder- 
ances out of his way, until the Lord. thoroughly | 
' ſettle and / eftabliſh him in the faith that is in 
2333 PR on 7, 
But I muſt admoniſh the reader, that I do not 
expect this merely from what I have written 
It is too high and great a work for any mere WE. 
man. Faith is the gift of God. And he alone 3 
Who gives can increaſe it. The author of, the F 
faith is alſo the finiſher of it: and we do not uſe | . 
the means to ſet the Lord of all means aſide. 
No. We uſe them that we may find him in 
them. It is his preſence, which e | 
them effectual. By this, and this only, can any 
reader of this little book be rendered ſtronger 
in faith. Being well aflured of this, I have 
therefore looked up to him myſelf, and it will 
be for thy profit alſo, reader, to look up to him 
min prayer, for his bleſſing. Entreat him of his 
- - - Sface.to countenance this Freie attempt to pro- 
mote his glory and bis people's good. Beg of 
dim to 805 ding of it the means of thy 
„ growth in. faith, and to accompany it with the 
- Jopply of his ſpirit to every believer, into whoſe 
bands it may fall. And forget not in thy pray'e 
R. 


{In thy well wilker and ſervant for Jeſns ta 
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| Rev. WILLIAM ROMAINE. | 
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"280K Laer in th age of Durham, Sept. 25, 1714» 
Wh F It appears from the moſt au ic account of him p 
| wh that his father was one of the unfortunate emigrants, who if- 


ſued from a colony in France, during the diſtracted reign of 
Leis XIV. upon the revocation of the Edict of Nantes; in 
 / this town he became a member of the Corporation, which is a 
very ancient one. Here he ſettled, and for his means of ſub» 
-F ſiſtence, became a corn-dealer; and as he was a man fearing os. 
3 and hating covetouſneſa, that canker of the human mind, he 
De - 
. 1741. N . 75 ö 

| England was then at war with Sein, aides 
oliperortiogs anabrante in the price of mot? neceſlaries, wheat . 
0 

of that place, containing about two of the common meaſure f 

Wincheſter. This occafioned the people o be much-diſpleaſed, . 
and they ſoon roſe in» yery tumultuows manner in great nine" | 
bete, and became very troubleſome at Hartlepool; - Mr. RO 
maine now become a mediator z ; and to put an effectual ftp to . 

their complaints, actually ſold all the corn he was 85 
at ſive ſhillings a buſkel, while the other corn · merchants of t 
Place refuſed to part with a ſack upon ſuch moderate terms. 
In this manner, with the bleflings of the poor, and without 

_ reproach from any, he brought up a family of two ſons and three 

c 
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Into the cathedral of St. Paul, where he | 2B 
ſermon that he printed, on the 14th and 15th verſes of Romans, 


. was 
Future Rewards and Puniſhtaents, 
| Mofaic diſpenſation, in anſwer to Warburton's Divine Legation 
of Moſes, two volumes of which had then made their appearance, 
- ; Thoſe who wiſh to learn more of this controverſy, are referred 
- for information, to the ſecond volume of the Works of the 


2 


75 vil . | LIFE OF THE ; I 
'  Lled in the world. He lived to the age of 85, and was © ga» 
_ thered to the Lord” in the year 1757. rin 


Our author was the ſecond ſon, and his promifing diſpoſition 
inclined his parents to ſend him very early to the Grammar- 
ſchool at Houghton le Spring, in the county of Durham, found- 


ed by the celebrated rector of that Pariſh, Bernard Gilpin ; here 


he remained ſeven years, whence he removed to Oxford about 
2731. He was firſt at Hertford-college, but afterwards remov- 
to Chriſt- church. There the Rev. Mr. Fifield Allen was 


his tutor, who was afterwards chaplain to Biſhop Gibſon of the 


ſee of London, archdeacon of Middleſex, ſubdean of the Royal 
Chapel, a prebendary of St. Paul; and well known to moſt elaſ- 


fical ſcholars, as being the editor of the three ExxcTaxAs uſed 
in the ſchocl of Weſtminſter. | 


His refidence was principally at Oxford, till he took up his 


. degree of M. A. which commenced on the 15th of Oct. 1737, 


having been previouſſy ordained a deacon at Hertford the year 


| before, by the then Biſhop of that ſee, Dr. H. Egerton. Aﬀer 
he had obtained orders, he was appointed to the curacy of Loe 
- "Trenchard, near Lidford in Devonſhire,” which he filled but a 


few months, for on the 15th day of December in the ſame year 


Benj. Hoadley, who obtained for him a nomination to the church 
of Banſtcad, which he ſerved for ſome years, together with that 


of Horton, in Middleſex, officiating as curate to Mr. Edwards, 
Who had both thoſe liviogs. e 


” 


YN 


the 


appointed Mr. Romaine his chaplain, 


chap. Ii; n which may, be diſcovered, the ſound claſſical divine, 
with the religion of u believing heart. 4 : 


{ "' -* Tha feſt frrmgen-which he printed,” was progckdd bufore the - 
univerſity of Oxford, March 4, 1739: _—_—— * 


flame ſubjeQ, and at the ſame place, St. Mary's, in 
was printed the beginning of 1742 ĩ they are upon the ſubjefts 
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thought it miſt unworthy of the Chriſtian character. 
This happened in ny 
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REV, WILLIAM ROMAINE, ix 


Learned, for 1739, where are to be found Mr. Romaine's origi- 


correſpondence with Dr. Warburton, and the whole of that 


| —— arranged by Dr. Birch the editoc, afterwards librarian 


to the Britiſh Muſeum, 


1 4 * He had 1 in the arduous undertaking of pre 
a n 


paring for the preſs, of Calaſfio's Concordance; a 


work which employed 2 and he publiſhed the firſt 
volume in 1747. 


This is a work highly celebrated abroad, and how far he may be 
juſtified or cenſured for having omitted his author's account of the 
word Elohim, which is uſually rendered GOD, and having ſubſti- 


| tuted his own.in the ſtead, is left to the learned to decide: cer- 


tain it is, that with the credit of reſtoring to light one of the moſt 
uſeful works that ever was publiſhed, he has ventured a criticiſm 
which his warmeſt advocates can but reluctantly defend. But 


| he has excuſed himſelf, by imputing himſelf criminal, if he had 


aRted otherwiſe, His alteration is marked by inverted commas ; 
and by this apology, he muſt ſtand or fall in the. public opinions 


He is now ſuppoſed to have meant to return home; but on acci- 


dentally meeting with a_gentleman, a total ſtranger to him, juſt 
as he was going to embark for his paſſage, on a viſit to his own 
country, procured him a very beneficial, and at the ſame time, un- 
Jooked r 
while © man propoſes, God diſqoſes.” | 

This was a friend, who, though unknown to him, from bis 


knowledge of his father, . reſolved upon ſerving him in ſome 
eſſential way, and having much intereſt, offered him the lecture- 


[hip of the united pariſhes of St. George's, Botolph-lane, and 
St. Botolph, Billingſgate. To this propoſal he conſented, and 
P his intended voyage; but. he made his conditions, that 
£ not be obliged to-canvaſs i in perſon, according to the 
vulgar method, which from principle he always declared, as he 


when he was choſen in the leQuureſhip 
of the above-mentioned places; and he is recorded among the 


promotions in the Gentleman's Magazine for November of that 


years as the editor of Calafio's Dictionary. | 
2 From the contents of ſome of his private letters about this 


time, he ſeems to own that he was much infected with worldly 


ind with the ſufficiency of his own merits; , but he ſoon 


A took Timothy's advice, and became more ſober-minded, reflect- 
. - ing that the enticing things of this world are but the outward 
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* Tt or THE 5 
/ . In 174, ba was choſen leQurer of St. Dunſtan in the We 
| to which was united another, endowed by Dr. White, for the : i 
Bechers of the Temple t but the firſt was.a common pariſh 
if — leRture, ſupported by voluntary ſubſcriptions. - Our author was 3 
| 1 to both, and continued a long while in the quiet exec 
1 ciſe of both, till his faithful diſcharge of them raiſed him ſome 
l enemies, whoſe violent clamours and oppoſition ended in the 
itt! moſt ſhameful abuſe and perſonal affronts. Fe F 
| a very jealous eye, for the large congregations which uſually at- 
tended him, thought fit at laſt to diſpute with him the right of | 
the pulpit, and aſſumed the right of filling it during the time ay 2 
| N in order to exclude him from it. „ . 
This affair became at: laſt ſo ſerious, that it was carried into 13 
the court of the King's Bench, in 1762, where Lord Mansfield' \ 
Aeciſion was, that Mr. Romalne ſhould retain Dr. White's lee- | 
= tureſhip, with the old ſalary of 18 pound a year, to be erer“ 
ciſed at ſeven in the evening; the church-wardens then refuſed 
do let the church be opened till that hour, and to light it 
= _ when there was occafion ; ſo that our divine frequently readgag 
| _ prayers, and preached by the light of a fingle- candle, which be . IF. 
Neid in his own hand, the church; doors remaining ſhut until ? 
the preciſe time fixed by the'law'for delivering the lecture, the 
congregation all the while waiting in the ſtreeet. 
It was In this'firuation' of things one evening, that Dr. Ter- 
- nick, the then — 383 bad been Mr. Romain es 
predeceſſor in the lectureſſup, happenin to paſs by, enquired 's 
among the crowd the cauſe ofthe — and being informed > | 
it was the audience of Dr. White's lecture delivered by Mr, * 
Romaine, who were in this predicament, he conſidered the ' |! 
circumſtance, and immediately undertobk to interfere with the 
e e — and obtained for him and his hearers the 
u the cl „ for ers to begin at fix o'clock, and proper 
lig tos to be ided for the — ſeaſon. Theſe 1 
ſettled the. diſpute, and he remained quietly in the exerciſe of his 18 
. miniſtry there, until his latter end. | * | 
Mr. Romaine was appointed aſſiſtant morning preacher in AM. 
17 fo, to the pariſh of St. George, Hanover-ſquare. This of- | 
|  fice is not a ſettlemerit, but only optional and dependent on the 
opinion of the Rector, who pays the expence. © His conti- i. 
nuance here was but ſhort, and the Rector who called him to the FS 
| office, alſo removed him from it. This was Dr. A. Trebeck z 
b | "i 1 5 | r 
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Ev. WILLIAM ROMAINE. xi 
pleaſure. at his popularity and plainneſs of preaching, for all his 
diſcourſes were of Chriſt alone, and Chriſt crucified, | 
He retired from this office in 17553 during his exerciſe in 
which, he hall occaſionally preached at Bow-church, in the room 
Dr. Newton, afterwards biſhop of Briſtol, but then rector of 
that pariſh, and lecturer of St. George's, Hanover-ſquare, and += 
alſo at Curzon-chapel, then known by the name of St. George's 
| chapel, May-fair, in exchange with Dr. Trebeck himſelf, who 
5 was the morning preacher of the Chapel. | 
1 Some time about this period, he was called to the profeſſor- 
ſnip of aſtronomy in Greſham- college; but he was more a di- 
vine than a philoſopher, and having but an indifferent opinion 
ol the Newtonian philoſophy, be E. it with Grd, and 
14 obſerving in the calculations of the day, a difference of 121 mil- 
7 lions of miles, ſo he compared the modern divinity as bringing up 
4 ſouls as many miles ſhort of heaven. The only remains that 
can be met with, of his conduct in his profeſſorſhip, I believe 
are to be read in the month of March of the Gentleman's Ma- 
gazine for 1752. * FS 78 8 8 
= 6 Wille his mind was thus bufied with the philoſophy of the 
„ world, his heart was fill occupied with the promiſes. of God, 
? and what he loſt with man, he obtained ten- fold with his Maker. 
| The famour Jew naturalization. bill was now the ſubjeQt of 
public Tonſideration:; and thoſe who oppoſed it, Ned 
Low by the part he took in that perilous buſineſs, and on whi 
| occaſion, he publithed a pamphlet, which was afterwards re- 
Ia #756, our author ch his condition, by marrying 
+ — 1 ow he has an affectionate widow. 4 
ter his leaving his ſituation at. St. George's, Hanover 
he became curate and morning preacher at Se. Olave's, South. 
4 "wark ; this was the beginning of 17 56, and here he continued to 
8 1759 and ts this eongregation he dedicated his ſermon upon 
fl "Ezekiel's Dry Bones, preached in their church and publiſhed 3 
'F their defire. He did not reſide long in the reQury-houſe, be- 
| fore he removed to a pleaſdnt ſituation in Walaut-tree-walk inn 
EB „ 
1 He uſed in theear of his life to ſevere w; 2 
3 luxurious manner a ins of the modern Stole 'of 5 
| church, and which gave great offence, but he left this, off by de- 
g.rees : as did alſo at the ſame time, the Rev. George Whit- 
' -4 } field, who particularly in the latter part of his liſe, began ta 
a; grow very corpulent. 545 n . 


n al 


al Þ Irn or R 
After. be had relinquiſhed the dure of St. Olave's, he was 


2 Tor near two years morning preacher at St. Bartholomew's 


_ Great, near Weſft-ſmithfield : and from thence went to W 


| Fir uſler-chapel, where he held the ſame office for fix catha, 


the Dean and Chapter thought proper, upon his great popm- 
larity, to withdraw ro. ab ac. and Protec 


refuſed him their nomination for a licence to preach there. 
had now no other eſtabliſhment i in the church, excepting the 2 


\ tureſhip of St. Dunſtan's in the Weſt, till be was choſen to 
the re of Blackfriars in 1764, and then owing. to a diſpute 
; relating to his advancement, that was afterwards ſettled in the 


Court of Chancery, he was not fixed In it before the year 1766. 
Dur this interval, he was not idle ; be preached many cha- 


| 22 80 ons in ſeveral churches in and about London; and with _ 


it may, be-aſlerted that he brovght better collections than 
-his contemporaries by their x mere eſſays upon charity, 


He was alſo, during this interval, Rrongly ſolicited to fill the 
| Del of 78225 2 Paul og war we Philadelphia, to Which was ap 


ndred pounds a year; and theſe offers 


| ED 3 by e urgent and repeated entreaties of Mr. 


Ritßeld bis friend, who confidered him as perſeruted in one 
city, which plaiply. Gretel him to goto another; but be was a 
thorough wchman, and for particular reaſons, which he 
deve Pur he declined all thoughts of going there, althou 
14 gred many who had retired to that part of he 
2 abt diſpoſed as himſelf in keeping in En 
His attention, ät this time, was particularly taken up with 


J his favourite publication, the Liz © or FALTH, the firſt 3 


of which came out about this time. i 

I now enter upon the detail of a N 
"bis tranſacti ons in his memorable appointment, to his laſt fore 
ment as to this No n the rectory of St. Andrew by the Wa 
robe, and St. Blackfiars, Nor were the ways of Pro- 
n eee chan Oe 


" 36 i.” 


* . ay 7 eee iſhioners. . 
bent was a Mr. Henley, a nephew to the then Lord Chancellor 


Henley. He died, while a young man, of a putrid fever, which 


he caught ef one of bis pariſhioners.at a viſit, after holding the 
place only about fix years and a half. It vas now the turn of 
"up iſh. tv nominate, and Mr. Romaine was ff of, as a 
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REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE. xiii 


: | Ingly propoſed without his knowledge or conſent, for the firſt in- 

' Limation he received of it, was from a newſpaper, which he kap- 
pened to read by accident while on a journey. Some perſons, 
who did not with him ſo well, ſpread a rumour," that he would 
be above ſoliciting their votes and intereſt, But upon the day 

3 appointed for the candidates to preach their probationaxy ſer- 
4 mons, Mr. Romaine made his appearance among them. This 
was the zoth of Sept. 1764. Upon this occaſion many of his 
4 friends abſented themſelves, who had always been in the habit 
ol hearing him, left they ſhould crowd the church, and occupy 
the ſeats of the inhabitants; and by giving them offence, throw 
| obſtacles in the way of his election. {78 
3 © Inhis ſermon, he made an handſome apology, for not canvaſ- 
ing in perſon, and this operated greatly in his favour ; it was well 
. received by the pariſhioners, and publiſhed at their requeſt. 
7 Vet he ſome oppoſition to withſtand, for there were two 
. other candidates for the living, beſides himſelf, one named War- 
ner, the other Smith, and a ſcrutiny was demanded. 

_ However this ſcrutiny did not produce any deciſion. The pa- 
Bi were divided about what ſhould conftitute the proper qua- 
" cation of an elector: and a ſecond election was agreed upon 
1 by the friends of both, which ended in favour of our divine, 
|; who had u great majority of votes, and was declared duly elect- 

ed. But the other fide ſtill remained diſſatisfied, and put in 
E another claim, which occafioned the matter to be transferred 
4 into the Court of Chancery, where it continued for more than 
x year, and about the beginning of 1766, a decree was granted 
21 by Lord Chancellor Henley in favour of Mr. Komaine. He 
was accordingly inducted into the office, but was obſerved to 
„ tremble much during the ceremony. He was conſcious, un- 
—— of the heavy weight of his office; hut it was his maſ- 
4 ter's will, he obſerved to one of his friends who wrote to him 
| upon the occaſion; and he entered upon his living not only in 
] ; the faith and patience of Chriſt, but alſo with a confiderate and 
\ | decided preference to the church of England, in which he de» 
4 terminet! to preach his name and wonderful ſal vation. 
T find that about this time he publiſhed his Walk of Faith, 
in two volumes, twelves. - e 
© He was not careleſs of his temporal affairs, although the ſpi- 
ritual took up moſt of his attention. The parſonage houſe being 
unfit to live in, having occaſionally been converted into ware- 
houſes, he prevailed upon the inhabitants to cauſe it to be taken 
don, and he built an handſome reQtory-houſe, cloſe to the 


— 


— 


urn or A We D 
church for himfet, and his poſterity. He alſo — upon 
Ethe inhabitants to x ir the chure , and to erect a gallery tg 
the weſt end of it, for the ieee. of his increaſing con- 

gregation, and to demoliſh the high wall that ſurrounded it: 

by which means, e eee ee ware 

hip in London. : 

After theſe necęſſary alterations were 4 he. ts 

pon b his congreg to make a ſubſcription towards defray 

| expences, that the pariſhioners might not have to con- 
28 his accommodation brought expences Wr them. — 4 

this he was ſucceſsful; nor pounce pounds were raiſed b 

, gifts; and this inſtance of his generoſity tothe — 

| od by the following inſcription qverithe weſt-door 3 _ 


"This Church ee repaired ard beautificd, Anno Dom. = 
F s 
_ -- + ++ 4+ - contribution of the Congregatioon. 


The Rev. William Romaine, M. A. Rector 
e RE: Ann's, Blackfriars, 

Charles Griffiths, Gy nib 

egy vero ohn Davis. 
* Ouch. -wardens. | 15 285 9 8 
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3 3 | da; ihe phe; 
ence: of people, who ſeemed to think the guegete f the 
Lord's-day Log ily. acl, 4 they Sou work, ai 
glecting the former part e public 
-was of ſmell account. This he firongly reprobated I 
| | r Whiſpering and t: "oP 
|. church, and immediately after the ſervice was over, was 1 | 
Safe to Aim; and he has heen known to ſpeak 3 
8 ulpit upon this irrev om. not only expreſſed 
"ny Ipi thi erend cuſt He not onl 
* his diſpleaſure againſt theſe tranſgreſſors of decency, but fre- 
| _ goemtly interrupted them, when he came qut, by tapping them 
Dt the ſhoulders, and ſometimes by knocking their 3 : 
” gether, when he found chew pri cloſe, whifh 8 | 
(their cars, that, ot the parable of the ſower. . 5 
. EEY eee "rey gr 3 
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| theirbehalf; on which account, ſome evil- minded perfon, miſ- 
taking the motive, in an anonymous pamphlet ee 
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had been greater that night than ever." | He replied by ſay- 


ing, that, e the devil had told him ſo, before he left the rel 


pit.“ It is remarkable, that old John Bunyan of 
upon a fimilar occaſion, uttered the very ſame, words. 
Mr. Romaine was a great benefactor to his pariſhes, as a pro- 


moter of charity. Every call of diſtreſs, both public and private, 


urged his warmeſt exhortations, and the fums raiſed were ge- 
nerally proportionate to the motives urged. The yearly col- 


lections for the poor of the, pariſh, and the ſchools in the ward, 
With the money coll in the church at the weekly ſacra- 
ments, which he was the firſt to promote, and with the charity 

ſermons which he preached, amounted one year with another 


to 300 pounds à year. Even the pew openers, who were 
but two at firſt, when he died, were inereaſed to eight, each get - 
ting 4 comfortable livelihood from the congregation, without 
any affiſtance from the pariſh, 1 5 


- When the greit fire happened in Blackfriars, in 1793, which 


conſumed many of the houſes, containing a number of poor fa- 


milies upon every floor, he was the firſt to alleviate their diſ- 
treſs on this occafions. He cauſed one of the inhabitants, im- 
mediately to relieve the ſufferers with two guineas each, 
to the amount of more than go guitieas: for which ſum, he 


made himſelf debtor to that gentleman. 


His zeal upon this public calamity will be long remembered; 
On the mornings of the Sunday and Tueſday following, he 


. pleaded from the pulpit for the poor ſufferers, who had been in- 


tirely ruined by this ſhocking diſaſter. The furh he raiſed, inelu- 
five of a donation of gol. from the Duke of York, amounted 


to upwards of 3col. He, beſides this, preyailed upon the in- 


Habitants of Ludgate, to lend their aſſiſtance upon this occa- 
fion, which, together with the former collection, enabled him 
to give from 10 to 18 pounds a piece, to the ſufferers. When 

the 


the calamities of the poor French emigrants called upon 


national generoſity and public ſpirit, he was no lefs zealous in 
bim 
with favouring the Roman Catholic religion, as if relieving 
the diſtreſſes of a papiſt, whom compulſive heceſſity had forced 


upon us for charity, was encouraging the errors of poperß. 
Many public charities have loſt a good niſl benefaQtor 


LI 


in Mr. Romaine. He will be particularly miſſed by the Royal 
Humane Society, Convinced of the utility of this inſtitutions 
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27 
the kind himſelf, A woman, it is related, once ſaluted him as 
he came out of the-pulpit, with obſerving to him, that, „he 
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he delivered a voluntaty ſermon for their relief, at Blackfrigrey' 
in the year 1777; obſerving, that by thoſe means, the ſou 
might have the benefit as well as the body; for, he obſerved, 
their miraculous recovery made them ſerious, and their thought 
fulneſs brought them tg enquire, how it might have been with, 
them, had they then been precipitated into eternity? _ \_ _ 
Mr. Romaine preached annually for this Society for 19 
ars, and his ſermons brought in generally about gol. beſides. 
me new ſubſcribers, ' I *. . 
The Bible gpciety alſo experienced the benefit of his pious 
exertions. He obſerved, much good was done by it, both by 
| fea and land. Though we are ſorry to ſay that it is now rave 
on the decline; but it ĩs to be hoped, God will raiſe up other ad- 
© vocates to plead its cauſe. | $ 
The life of Mr. Romaine had very little to do with the men 
of the preſent evil generation, or, as they are called, the men 
of the world. He lived regularly uſeful in his vocation, He 
_ _ uſually reſided in London, or near it, from the commencement 
of mber term, until the long vacation after Trinity term, 
when he generally took a little excurſion into the Country, 
which was always northward while his mother lived; and af- 
terwards, chiefly into the Weſt, where he had many friends. 
He ſeldom ſuffered himſelf to remain filent on the Lord's-day, 
- and his Bible was bis, companion regularly every day, which he 
cCeonſtantly read through once a ear. 7% | 
Hille was not wi misfortunes in his family. He ſuffered 


the ſevere mortification of loſing his ſecond fon, who was a 
* in the military ſervice of the Eaſt-India Company. /. 
is 
| 
% 


% 
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event happened at Trincomale, in June 1782. And 
what is remarkable, he preached, notwithſtanding the ſame even- 
Ing he received the account of his ſon's death, contrary to his J 

- wife's advice; but he replied, that, he durſt not leave his 
maſter's concerns unattended to on that account. 6 8 

He was moſt admirable in the management of his time. He / 

. - , conſtantly breakfafted at fix in the morning, dinner was OR | 
ready for him at half paſt one, and he ſupped at ſeven in th: 
evening. He afſembled his family to prayer at nine in the D 

morning, and at the ſame hour at night, and occafionally his 
friends were admitted to theſe private devotions. His i Re | 


# 
} 
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* Pfalter was his conſtant break faſt companion, From ten to one 6 
he was employed in vifiting the fick, and his friends. His ſtudies 
occupied the molt patt of the afternoon, and he ſometimes te- 
_ ſumed the exerciſe of walking after ſupper, in the beight of 
Farmer z, and retired to relt Mn at ten. From this mode 
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| | REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE,  xvil. 
1 of life he never deviated, but when he was at a friend's houſe, 

' He had long been in the conſtant habit of friendſhip with 
the poor unfortunate Dr. Dodd; but that gentleman having 
once expreſſed ſome diſlike at Mr. Romaine's conduct and 
ſtrictneſs, a coolneſs enſued; but when that unhappy man was in 
Ncwgate, for che crime for which he ſuffered, Mr. Roma ne 

3 viſited him there: their converſation there, as a friend has 
communicated it, equally evinced Mr. Romaine's abhorrence 
of ſin, and pity for ſinners. , 

It is lamented by many good Chriſtians, that for the ſake of 
poſterity, he did not keep a diary, or committed more of his 

thoughts and the occurrences of his life to writing, But 

among all his papers, only one of this ſort was found, entitled, 
% An Old Man,” and written on the day he accompliſhed the - 
age of 70 years, 5 «I 

The laſt years of his life ſeem to wy taken their turn fron 
this day; and he has very aptly drawn his own character, when 
deſcribing the triumph of faith over the infirmities of age. 
<< He walked in the ſteps of the faith of Abraham, and brought 
forth more fruit in his age, till he died an old man and full of 
days, ſatisfied with all that was paſt, all that was preſent, and 
all that was before him.“ 5 
To the fatal time, which put a per od to his mortal career, 
he conſtantly purſued his miniſterial labours, which, with his 
ſummer excurſions, he uſed merrily to call his ſummer and 
winter campaigns ; thus he kept the field like a good ſoldier, 
to the laſt, 

His laſt illneſs commenced op the 6th of June, which put an 
end to his life and labours on the 26th of July. He was 
very ſenſible it was his/laſt illneſs, and he conſidered it fo from 
the moment he was taken; and though at intervals he had faint 
ſymptoms of a probable recovery, yet he never more attempted 

7 to re ſume his miniſterial functions. He ſpoke of himſelf, as 

/ one that was going to another place, and was near the conclu- 
fion of his pilgrimage. He continued three weeks under, the 
care of his phyſicians in London, and ſtrictly followed their ad- 
vice, He uſed to ſay to them, you are toking much pains to 
prop up this feeble body, I am obliged to you for it, but it will 

not do, now.“ The nature of his diſorder was ſuch, that he 
could ſpeak but little; and once being aſked, if he would ſee 
bis friends, he repl.ed, he needed no better company than he 

| enjoyed.” In this frame of mind, he continued to the laſt, 
| often repeating ſome comfortable text of ſcripture, intermixed 

* Vith reflections upon the ſatisfaQtion afforded him by the re- 
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troſpect of his former life. He expreſſed a deal of . 
affection, and kindneſs for his partner, Mrs, Romaine; and 
after thanking her for all her care, he would bleſs. her, and 
make frequent mention of her in his prayers. 

His illneſs continued to bring him lower and lower, Anil 
Sunday, July 26, 1795; when he expired, uttering ſome pon 
cious words of the go; 

Thus lived, and thus piouſly reſigned his breath, the Rev. 
William Romaine. It was not the deſign of his ſriends and ſur- 
viving relations to make any ſhow of his funeral; but all their 
efforts for privacy were vain; he was too much in the l 
the people, for ſuch an intention to take place. 

'- On Monday, the third of Aug. 1795, the corpſe was remov- 
ed from i. iteridge's houſe, where he died, to be inter- 
red in the reory-vault in Blackfriars-church, The funeral | 
33 began to move about x1 o'clock in the forenoon, 

was joined by. go coaches on 8 the num 
— _ „ who ſurrounded and followed, were incredible, 
At Blackfriars-bridge, the children of the charity-ſchool, with 
the beadle, waited to join the proceſſion. The city-marſhals 
and their men met it alſo, by order of the n as a 
token of reſpect to his memory. 
The church, which was previouſly hung in i black, was filled 
with people, many of whom were dreſſed in black, The fu- 

_ neral ſervice was performed by the Rev. Mr. Goode to a very 
numerous and affected audience. Three funeral ſermons were 

ached on the Lord's-days. following, and a monument is od 

erected to his memory in his own church. 

His character has ſuffered ſomething from the imputatic 
of aſperity ; but thoſe who judged of him haſtily did not 10 0 


— 


him. He is ſaid to have abruptly anſwered to the inquiries 
his friends in the ſtreet; as once, when Dr. G. and Mr. I. met 
him in Cheapſide, the latter aſked our divine, if he had for- 
= E n him, to which Mr. Romaine made reply, that he 
had not, nor his maſter neither :“ this, if properly underſtood, f 
carries no cynical air with it, as bas been miſrepreſented in 
print, by altering the mode of the inquiry; thus, © Mr. Ro- « | 
maine, do you know me3* in which caſe, the ſame anſwer had 
SO: oppoſite ſenſe, viz, that he did not, nor his maſter 
ne 
It has been obſerved of him, that he was an example to be- 
| levers, in holineſs of life, in univerſal benevolence, in faith, 
and in every 12 work. Thus, that much honoured ſervant of 
Christ, Willlam Romaine lived, and thus he died, leaving us 
an example to follow his ſteps; 
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* perſons, for whoſe uſe this little tract is drawn 


/ Suppoſe they thought of reforming their lives, yet what is 
: become of = 
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up, are ſuppoſed to be practically acquainted with 
theſe following traths: they have been convinced of fin, 
and convinced of righteauſneſs. The word of God has 
been made effectual by the application of the Holy Spirit 
to teach them the nature of the divine law; and upon 
comparing their hearts and their lives with it, they have 
been brought in guilty. They found themſelves fallen 


ereatures, and they felt the fad conſequences of the fall, 


namely, total ignorance in the underſtanding of God and 
his ways, an open rebellion againſt him in the will, and 
an entire enmity in the heart; a life ſpent in the ſervice of 
the world, the fleſh, and the devil; and on all theſe 
accounts. guilty before God, and by nature children of 
wrath. When they were convinced of thoſe truths in their 
Lo pn vi and the awakened conſcience ſought for eaſe 


and deliverance, ' then they found they were helpleſs and 


without ftrength. They could take no ſtep, nor do any 
thing, — in the leaſt ſave them * their ſins. 
Whatever method they thought of, it failed them pou 
trial, and left conſcience more uneaſy then before. Did 
they purpoſe to repent ? They found ſuch a repentance, as 


God would be pleaſed with, was the gift of Chriſt, He was 


Exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance. 


their old fins 3133 it 
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could be Aly paid, make any atonement for paſt dife 
obedience ? Will the broken law take part of our duty for 
the whole? No; It has determined, that whoſoever ſhall 
— the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
guilty of all. And let him be ever ſo careful in doing what 
the law requires, of in avoiding what the law forbids, let 
him faſt and pray and give alms, hear and read the word, 
be early and late at ordinances, yet the enlightened con- 
ſcience cannot be herewith ſatisfied : becauſe by theſe du- 
ties he cannot undo the fin committed, and becauſe he will 
find ſo many failings in them, that they will be ſtill ad- 
ding to his guilt and increafing his miſery. | | 
What method then ſhall he take? The more he ſtrives 
to make himſelf better, the worſe he finds himſelf. He 
ſees the pollution of fin greater. He diſcovers more of its 
guilt. He finds in himſelf a want of all and an in- 
clination to all evil. He is . that the law is 
— juſt, and good; but when he would keep it, Evil is 
preſent with him. This makes him _ ſenſible of his 
guilty helpleſs ſtate, and ſhows him that by the works of 
_ «the law = cannot a rr 2 heart, like 8 is 
continually ſending forth evil thoughts, r very ĩma- 
ginations of it — only and — — and words 
and works partake of the nature of that evil fountain from 
hence they flow: ſo that after all his efforts, he cannot 
quiet his conſcience nor attam peace with God. 0 
T be law having done its office, as a ſchoolmaſter, by 
convmcing him of theſe truths, ſtops his mouth that he 
has not a word to ſay, why ſentence ſhould not be paſſed | 
upon him. And there it leaves him, guilty and helplets. - 
It can do nothing more for him, than ſhew him that he is 
a child of wrath, and that he deſerves to have the wrath / 
of God abiding upon him for ever. | | 
_  - "The goſpel him in this condition, as the good Sa- 
maritan did the wounded traveller, and brings. him. good 
news. It diſcovers'to him the way of ſalvation contrived in 
the covenant of grace, and manifeſts to him what the ever 
bleſſed Trinity had therein purpoſed, and what in the ful 
neſs of time was accompliſhed. That all the perfections 
ol the Godhead might be infinitely and everlaſtingly glori- 
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ted, the Father covenanted to gain honour and dignity to 
_ -_ and juſtice, to his faithfulneſs and holineſs, by 
inſiſting upon man appearing at his bar in the perfet 
rightevatack of the 1 man having no ſuch righ- 
teouſneſs of his own, all having ſinned, and there being 
none righteous, no not one; how can he be ſaved? The 
Lord Chriſt, a perſon in the Godhead coequal and coternal 
with the Father, undertook to be his Saviour. He covenants | 
ed to ſtand up as the head and ſurety of his people in their 
nature and in their ſtead, to obey for them, that by his in- 
finitely precious obedience many might be made righteous, ! 
and to ſuffer for them, that by his everlaſtingly meritori- 
. ous ſtripes they might be healed. Accordingly in the 
fulneſs of time he came into the world, and was made: 
fleſh, God and man being as truly united in one perſon, | 
as the reaſonable ſoul and fleſh is one man. This adora- 
ble perſon lived, and ſuffered, and died, as the repreſen- 
tative of his people. The righteouſneſs of his life was to 
be their right and title to life, and the righteouſneſs of his 
ſufferings and death was to fave them from all the ſuffer- 
ings due to their fins. And thus the law and juſtice of the 
Father would he glorified in pardoning them, and his 
* faithfulneſs and holineſs made — in ſaving them. 
| le might be ſtrictly juſt, and yet the juſtifier.of him who 
'believeth in Jeſus. 34 14M , l 
In this covenant of the Holy Spirit, a perfon coequal 
and cocternal with the Father and the Son undertook the 
| gy office of quickening and convincing ſinners in 
their conſciences, how guilty they were, and how much 
— WW they wanted a Saviour, and in their judgements how able 
2 he was to ſave all that came unto God through him, and 
in their hearts to receive him, and to believe unto 
righteouſneſs, and then in their walk and converſation to 
live upon his grace and ſtrength. His office is thus de- 
ſcribed by our bleſſed Lord in Job xvi: 13, 4, When 
ce the ſpirit of truth is come he ſhall glorify me: for he 
*< ſhall take of mine, and ſhall ſhow it unto you; that 
is, when he comes to convince finners of ſin, and of 
righteouſneſs, and of judgement, he takes of the thin 
of Chriſt, and glorifies him by ſkowing them what a 
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neſs there is in him to fave. He leads them into all ne- 
| truth in their jud ts, both concerning their 
own ſinfulneſs, guilt and helpleſſneſs, and alſo concern- 
ing the power of the God-man, and his lawful authority 
to make uſe of it for their ſalvation. - He opens their un- 
derſtandings to comprehend the covenant of grace, and 
: the offices of the eternal Trinity in this covenant, parti- 
cularly the office of the ſinner's ſurety the Lord Chriſt; 
and he convinces them that there is righteouſneſs, and 
ſtrength, comfort and rejoicing, grace for grace, holineſs 
and. glory, yea treaſures infinite, everlaſting treaſures of 
UF in Chriſt; and hereby he draws out their affections 
after Chriſt, enables them with the heart to believe in 
him unto rig teouſneſs. And the Holy Spirit having thus 
brought them to the happy knowledge of their union with 
Chriſt, afterwards 21 him in their walk and conver- 
ſation, by teaching them how to live by faith upon his 
fulneſs, and to be continually receiving out of it grace 
fer ore according to their continual needs, | 
II be corruption of our nature by the fall, and our re- 
- eovery thrqugh Jeſus Chriſt, are the two leading truths in | 
the Chriſtian religion, and I ſuppoſe the perſons for whoſe 
fake this little tract is drawn up not only to know them, 
but alſo to he eſtabliſhed in them, ſtedfaſtly to believe and 
"mw to e ce them. The neceſſity of their bei 
well grounded in them is very evident: for a ſinner will 
never ſeek after nor deſire: Chriſt, farther then he feels his 
- guilt and his miſery; nor will he receive Chriſt by faith, ( 
till all other methods of faving himſelf fail; nor will he \ 
live upon Chriſt's fulneſs farther than he has an a 1 
_ of his own _ of pgs _— how do theſee 
truths appear to thee? Has the law of God arraigned thee 
8 [ts Bnet Haſt thou been there brought in guilty, »- 
and has the Spirit of {700 deeply convinced thee by 
law of ſin, and of unbelief, and of thy helpleſſneſs, fo as 
to leave thee no falſe refting place? Has he ſwept away 
every refuge of lies? and thus put thee upon enquiring 
, whatthou muſt do to be ſaved. Ff not may the Lord the 
Spirit convince thee, and in his own good time bring thee 
wo the knowledge of thy ſelf, and to the faying knowledge 
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of and belief in Chriſt Jeſus, without which this book can 
Profit thee nothing. But if thou haſt been thus convinced, 
and the Lord has ſhone into thy underſtanding, and en- 
lightened it with the knowledge of the way of ſalvation, 
un- ten read on. May the Lord make what thou readeſt 

Proſitable to thine eſtabliſhment in the faith, which is in 


rti- -Corift Jeſus. 5 

ut ; There are two things ſpoken of faith in ſcripture, which 
Ne highly deſerve the attention of every true believer. The firſt 
eſs s the ſtate of ſafety, in which he is placed by Chriſt, and is 
of | delivered from every evil and danger in time and in eternity, 
ms to which fin had juſtly expoſed him; and the ſecond is the 
in happineſs of this ſtate, conſiſting in an abundant ſupply 
us of all ſpiritual bleſſings freely given to him in Chriſt, and 
th 3 18 are wanted, by the hand of faith out 
r- of the fulneſs of Chriſt. By which means whoever has 
is obtained this precious faith has a quiet conſcience at peace 
de with God, and need not fear any manner of evil, how 


much ſoever it be deſerved; and thereby he may at all 
times come boldly to the throne of grace to receive what- 
ever is neceflary for his comfortable walk heavenwards. 
Every grace, every bleſling promiſed'in ſcripture, 1s his, 
and he may and does enjoy them fo far as he lives by faith 
upon the Son of God: fo far his life and coverſation are 
well ordered, his walk is even, his fpixitual enemies are 
conquered, the old man is mortified with his affections 
and luſt, and the new man is renewed day by day after 
the i of God in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. And 
from what he already enjoys by faith, and from the hopes 
of a ſſ and rhe enjoyment, he rejoices in the Lord 
 'with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 3 
It is much to be lamented, that few live up to theſe two 
privileges. of faith. Man ns, who are truly con- 
_.. cerned about the ſalvation of ir ſouls, live for years toge- 
ther fall of doubts and fear, and are not eſtabliſhed in the 
faith, that is in Chriſt Jeſus; and feveral who are in a 
good meaſure eſtabliſhed, yet do not walk — in an 
eyen courſe, nor experience the continual bleſſedneſs of 
receiving by faith a ſupply of every want out of the Sa- 
viqur's fülnei. Theſe things I have long obſerved, and 
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never more wanted, than at preſent. May the gcod Lord 
accept the poor offering, and bleſs it to the hearts of his 


upon the Life of Faith, it will be needful to conſider 


taught of them fronr ſcripture and, ran. 
the good hand of God upon me I have put together, and 
throw it as a mite into the treaſury. I am ſure it was 


$ 


dear people, to the praife of the glory of his own grace. 
For the cleater underſtanding of has ſhall be 7 


* what faith is: for man muſt have faith before he can make 


Chriſt, Now faith ſignifies the believing the wo 
Ged. It relates to ſome word ſpoken or to ſome promiſe 


who hears it has of its being true. He aſſents to it, relies 
upon it, and acts accordingly. This is faith. And the 
whole word of God, which is the ground of faith, ma) 
be reduced to two points, namely, to what the Jaw reveals 
concerning the juſtification of a righteous man, and to 
what the goſpel reveals concerning the ſalvation of a ſin - 
ner. ſhort examination of theſe points will diſcover 
to us 4 great number of perſons, who have no faith at 
all in the word of God.. | | | 
Firſt, Every man in his natural ſtate before e 
of Chriſt, he the inſpiration of his Spirit, has no faith. 
The ſcripture ſays, God hath ſhut up all that are in this 
ſtate in unbelief: and when the Holy Spirit awakens any 
one of them, he convinces him of fin, and of unbelief in 
3 Nhen the comforter is come, ſays Chriſt, he 
in me. + | | 
Secondly, A man who lives careleſs in fin has no faith. 


: 


acts as if there was no day of judgement, and no place of 
eternal torments. He has no of God before his eyes. 
Ho can ſuch a practical atheiſt as this have any faith? | 
F Thirdly, The formaliſt has no faith. He is content 


' The veil of un 
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ief is upon his heart, 


a 


made by him, and it expreſſes the belief which a perſon . 


convince the world of fin, becauſe they believe nat 


He does not believe one word that God fays in his law. © 
Let it warn him of his guilt, and ſhew him his great dan- 
ger, yet he ſets at nought the terrors of the Lord. He 


with the form of godlineſs, and denies ee. of it» . 
belief and the pride of _ 


uſe of it. He muſt be in Chriſt, before he can live Le _ 
0 I 9 
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His own good works and quties is ever before his eyes, 
that he finds no want of the falvation of Jeſus, and is 
- averſe to the grace of the goſpel, All his hopes ariſe from 
what he is in himſelf, and what he is able to do for 
himſelf. He neither believes God ſpeaking in the law, nor 
in the goſpel. If he believed his word in the law, it would 
convict him of fin, and forbid him to 80 about to eſtabliſh 
a4 righteouſneſs of his own ; becauſe by the works of the 
law ſhall no fleſh living be juſtified; yet this he does not 
believe. If he believed the word of God in the goſpel, it 
vvould convince him of ri ſneſs, of an infinitely per- 
fett righteouſneſs wrought out by the God man Chriſt 
Jeſus, and imputed to the ſinner without any works of his 
on: for unto him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is imputed for 
righteouſneſs. To this he dare not truſt wholly for his 
acceptance before God, therefore he has no faith. _ 
. © Fourthly, A man may be ſo far enlightened as to un- 
derſtand the way of ſalvation, and yet have no faith. This 
is a poſſible caſe. The apoſtle ſtates it, 1 Cor, xii, 2., 
% Though I underſtand all myſteries, and all knowledge, 
4 yet I may be nag And it is a dangerous caſe, as 
Heb. x. 26. If we fin wilfully after that we have, re- 
& ceived the knowlege of the truth, there remaineth no 
& more ſacrifice for lins.”” Here was ſuch a knowled 
Wo of the truth, as left a man to periſh without the benefit of 
15 Chriſt's ſacrifice, therefore he wanted that faith, which 
* whoſoever hath ſhall be ſaved. oh es End | 
What great numbers are there urder theſe deluſions 1 
Reader, art thou one of them? Examine cloſely ; for it is 
of eternal moment. Prove thine own ſelf, whether thou 
- bein in the faith. If thou aſketh, how thou ſh>it know 
It, ſince there are ſo many errors about it; hear What 
God's word ſays, whoever believes aright, has been firſt 
convinced of unbelief. This our Lord teaches, John 
xvi. 9. © When the comforter is come, he will convince - 
« the world of fin, becauſe they believe not on me. He 
_ Cnyinces of fin, by enlightening the underſtanding to 
N + know che exceeding ſinfulneſs of it, and by quickening- 
the conſcience to feel the gpilt of it, He ſhews the mi- 
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ſry threatened, and leaves ſinners no falſe refuge to flee 
unto. He will not let them fit down content with ſome 
ſorrow, or a little outward reformation, or any ſuppoſed 
righteouſneſs, but makes them feel that do whatever they 
will or can, ftill their guilt remains. Thus he puts them 
upon ſeeking out for ſalvation, and by the goſpel he diſ- 
covers it to them. He opens their underſtanding to 
know what they hear and read concerning the covenant of | 
the eternal Trinity, and concerning what the God-man | 
has done in the fulfilling of this covenant. The Holy 
Spirit teaches them the nature of the adorable perſon of 
Chriſt-God manifeſt in the fleſh, and the infinitely pre- 
cious and everlaſting! y meritorious righteouſneſs, Which 
he has wrought out by the gbedience of his life and death 
and he convinces them, that this righteouſneſs is ſufficient 
for their ſalvation, and that nothing is required except 
faith, for its being imputed unto them; and he works in 
them a ſenſe of their being helpleſs and without ſtrength | 
to rely upon this righteouſneſs, and through faith in it to 
have peace with God. He makes them ſee, that they 
Cannot by any power of their own in the jeaft depend upon 
it: for all their ſufficiency is of God. It requires the 
ſame arm of the Lord, which wrought out this righteouſ- 
. neſs, to enable them with the heart to believe in it. They 
are made clearly ſenſible of this from the word and ſpirit 
of God, and from their own daily experience; and thereby | 
they are diſpoſed to receive their whole ſalvation from the 
free grace of God, and to him to aſcribe all the glory. 
Theſe are the redeemed of the Lord, to whom it is given 
to believe. They are quickened ffom a death in treſpaſſes 
And fins, their conſciences are awakened, their under- 
' ſtandings are enlightened with the knowledge of Chriſt, £Y 
they are enabled in their wills to chooſe him, and in theſr 
hearts to love him, and to rejoice in his ſalvation... This 
is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit: for faith is his 
ift, Eph. ii. 8. 3 it is given, ſays the apoltte, 
bil. 1. 29. in the behalf of Chriſt to believe on him; 
none can give it but the Spirit of God: becauſe it is the 
faith of the operation of God, and requires the ſame al- 
mighty power to believe with the heart, as it did to raiſe 
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Chriſt's body from the grave, Eph. i. 20. And this 
power he puts forth in the preaching of the word, and 
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makes it the power of God unto ſalvation. The word is 


called, 2 Cor, iii. 8. the miniſtration of the Spirit, be- 


cauſe by it the Spirit miniſters his grace and ftrength. 
So Gal. iii. 2. Received ye the Spirit by the works of 


« the law, or by the hearing of faith? It was by hear- - 


ing faith preached, that they received the Spirit: for faith 


cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God, 


which is therefore called the word of faith. And thus 


the word is the means, in the hand of the Spirit, to diſ- 


ſe the hearts of thoſe who hear it, to receive and to em- 
race Chriſt j- whereby they attain the righteouſneſs of 
faith, as Rom. x. 10. © With the heart man believeth 
« unto righteouſneſs.” The heart is the chief thing in 
believing : for into it Chriſt is received, and in it he dwells 
by faith. The vital union between Chriſt and the be- 


liever is manifeſted and made known in the heart, and 
therein it is cemented and eſtabliſhed. With joy can the 
| _ believer ſay, © my beloved is mine, and I am his; happy 
for me, we are but one perſon in the eye of the law, and 
our intereſts are but one. Bleſſed ſtate this! Chriſt gi 
| - himſelf freely to the believer, who alſo gives himſelf 
in faith to Chriſt, Chriſt as the believer's ſurety. has 
taken his fins u himſelf, and the believer takes 
| Chrifſt's righteouſneſs: for Chriſt makes over all that he 
has to the believer, who by faith looks upon it, and makes 
uſe of it as his own; according to that ex s, warrant 
for his-io doing in 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. things are 
yours, becauſe ye belong to Chriſt. | | 


This vital union, between Chriſt and the believer, is 


oY largely treated of in ſcripture. Chriſt thus ſpeaks of it 
In ul 


s prayer for his people, oba xvii, I pray for them 


ho ſhall believe on me, through their word, that they 
« all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and 1 in 
se thee, that they alſo may be, one in us. I in them, 

E and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one. 
And in Jahn vi. 56, he ſays, © He, that eateth my fleſh, 


t and drinketh my blood, dwelleth- in me, and I in 


bum; and this indeelling is by faith, as Eph. iii, 27, 
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| | by the fap which they receive from it; between the head 
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« That Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by faith.” And 
it is the office of the Holy Spirit to manifeſt this union to 
-* their) hearts, as Jobn xiv. 20. At that day, when the 
4 ſpirit of truth is come, ye ſhall know, that I am in 
0 my Father, and you in me, and I in you.” And 
beſides theſe, and many other plain words, this union is 
alſo repreſented by ſeveral ſtriking images, ſuch as that of 
huſband and wife, who are in law but one perſon, the 

huſband being anſwerable for the wife's debts, and the 
wife ſharing in her huſband's honours and goods. It is 
ſet forth by the union between a building and the founda- 
tion upon which/it ſtands ſecure ; between a tree and its 
branches, which live becauſe they are in the tree, and grow 
and the members, which by holding under the head live 
and grow, having a ſupply of . — adminiſtered to 
every part. Under theſe beautiful images the ſcripture ſets 
forth the reality and the bleſſed fruits of this union, The 
Foly Spirit makes it known to the believer, by enabling 
him to rely on God's word, as infallible truth, and to re- 
ceive Chriſt's perſon as the almighty Saviour, and he 
ſtrengthens it, by enabling the believer to make uſe of 

- Chrilt's fulneſs, and to live by faith upon him in all his 
Dor for the partaking of all his promiſed graces and 

e __ Ds ped PI 
| That faith which is the operation of God always pro- 
_ duces the knowledge and the fruits of this bleſſed union, 
and enables the ſouÞto give itſelf up to Chriſt, that it may 
be one with him, not in a 1 metaphorical way, 
but as really and truly, as the building is one with the 
foundation; as much one in intereſt, as huſband and wife; 
one in influence, as the root and the branches, the 

and the members. 80 that this is not an empty notion 


about Chriſt, or ſome clear knowledge of him, or à mere 


approving of his way of ſalvation, but it is an actual re- 
ceiving of him into the heart for righteouſneſs to juſtify, 
and to dwell and reigy there to fanctify; a receiving him 

as a perfect Saviour, and living upon him and his fulneſs ;. 

Waiting upon to be taught daily; truſting wholly for ac- 

+  Ceptanceto his blood and righteoufneſs; reſting, relying, - 
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| leaning upon his premiſed ſtrength to hold out unto the 
end; and hoping for eternal life as the free gift of God 
through Jeſus: Chriſt our Lord. The faving faith thus 
receives Chriſt, and thus lives upon Chriſt. | 
Now reader, examine and prove thyſelf, whether thou 
haſt this faith. Doſt thou * with thy heart unto 
righteouſneſs? Thou canſt not live upon Chriſt, unlefs 
thou art firſt in Chriſt. Thou muſt be firſt perſuaded 
of thine intereſt in him, before thou canſt make uſe of 
it, and improve it; and therefore the knowl of thy 
union with him muſt be clear and plain, before thou 
canſt have a free and open communion with him. There 
muſt be fajth, before there can be the fruits of faith; 
and ſtrong faith, before there can be much and ripe 
fruit. Little faith. will receive but little from Chriſt. 
The weak believer is full of doubts and fears; and when 
he wants comfort or ſtrength, or any other things which 
Chriſt has promiſed to give his people; he is queſtioning 
whether he 15 any right to expect them; and therefore 
he does not receive them, becauſe he has not boldneſs and 
acceſs with confidence to God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. 
EFrom hence appears the neceſſity of being eftabliſhed in 
the faith. The believer muſt have clear evidence of his 
intereſt in Chriſt, before he can live comfortably and 
happy upon Chriſt': therefore he muſt look well to the 
foundation, and ſte there be no doubts left about his 
being upou it. Chriſt being the ſure foundation, how 
can he ſafely build thereon all his ſalvation, unleſs he be 
flirſt ſatisfied that he is upon it! The peace with God 
in his conſcience, every act of ſpiritual life, and the 
whole walk and well ordering of his converſation, de- 
prod upon the ſettling of this point. It ought.to be 
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nally determined, and brought to this iſſue: . Chriſt is 
„ mine, I know it from the word of God. I have the 
4 witneſs of the ſpirit of God, and Chriſt allows me, 
c unworthy as I am, to make uſe of him and of his ſul- 
„ neſs. for the ſupply of all my needs, and I find I do 
t make uſe of him, and thereby I know from daily ex- 
ec perience, that I am in him, becauſe I live upon him.“ | 
, *Accordirg as this 1 ſettled, ſo in proportion will | 
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be the Life of Faith. If the believer be thoroughly ſettled 

in it withqut any doubt or fear, then he may, and will 

with confidence improve his intereſt in Chriſt ; but if 

he till leave it in ſuſpence, his faith can be but little, 

and therefore he will obtain little comfort or ſtrength 
Reader, art thou one of the weak in faith? Doſt thou 

feel it? Doſt thou mourn for it? And doſt thou know, 

from whence thy faith is tor be ftrengthened ? Who can“ 

. ncreaſe- it, but he alone who gives it? O pray then to 
the Lord God to give thee the ſpirit of wiſdom and re- 
velation, that the eyes of thy underſtanding may be en- 

| lightened to ſee the infinite ſufficiency of Chriſt's perſon, 
as God-man, and the everlaſting merit of his life and 
death to fave his people from their fins. And whatever 

| hinders thee from ſeeing the fulneſs of Chriſt's alyation, 
and reſting comfortably by faith upon it, earneſtly en- 

treat the Lord to remove it. If it be fin, beg of God to + 
make thee more willing to part with it. If it be guilt, 
pray him to ordain peace in thy conſcience through the 

lood of ſprinkling. If it be much corruption, it can- 
not be ſubdued, until it be firſt pardoned. If thou haſt 
got under the ſpirit of bondage, look up to the Lord 
Chriſt for that liberty wherewith he es his people 
free. Whatever it be, as ſoon as it is diſcovered to thee, 
make uſe of prayer, believing God's word of faithful- 
neſs ; that, what thou aſkeſt, thou ſhalt have, and that 
he will fo eftabliſh thee, that thou ſhalt go on from faith 
to faith. May it be thy happy caſe. Amen. | 
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Reader, if thou art an awakened man, convinced of ſin 
by the word and ſpirit of God, all thine enemies will try © 


to keep thee from the clear knowjeds ge of thy union wien 
Chriſt. The reaſon is plain: becauſe then thou wilt not 


be able to id upon Chriſt's 5 ſtrength, and 
to make uſe of it dy Kath, which is rep and to defeat 
them all. Hearken not t re to-any ſuggeſtion, nor 
be afraid of any oppoſition, which would hinder thee from 
_ ſeeking to be convinced of- thine intereſt in Chrift, - 
and of chy being a branch in the true vine. Satan will 
uſe all his wiles and fiery darts, and all carnal profeſſors 
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will be on his fide, and they will have cloſe allies in thine 
own breaſt, in thine unbelief, in thy legal ſpirit, and in 
thy luſts and corru _ Conſider, why do theſe enemies 
fight ſo hard againſt thy being fafely ſettled, and comfort- 
ably e —— 0 riſt by living faith? Is it not, be- 
cauſe thou wilt then be an overmatch for them, through 
tle ſtrength of Jeſus? And does not this plainly ſhow 
thee the abſolute neceſſity of knowing, that Chriſt and 
thou art one? Till this be known, thou wilt be afraid to 
apply to him and to make uſe of his ftrength; and till thou 
doſt uſe it all thine enemies will triumph over thee. -O 
beg of God then to encreaſe thy faith, that thou mayeſt 

_ be fully convinced of thy union with Chriſt, and mayeſt 
live in him ſafe, and on him happy. Hear and read his 
word, and pray for the effectual working of the Lord the 
Spirit i in it, and by it, that faith may come and grow by 
hearing, until it be finally ſettled, without doubt or waver- 
ing, that Chriſt is thine, and thou art his. 

Acſter the believer is thus grounded and eſtabliſhed i in 
the knowledge of his union with Chriſt, it behoves him 
then to enquire, what God has given him a right to in 
- "Conſequence of this union; and the ſcripture will inform 
him, that in the covenant.of grace it has pleaſed the Fa- 41 
ther, that all fulneſs ſhould dwell in his Son, as the head, 
for the uſe-of his members. He has it to ſupply all their 

. need. They cannot poſſibly want any thing, but it is 
4 treaſured up for them in his infinite fulneſs there they #1 
may have it, grace for grace, ev moment, as their - 


N occaſions require; and they have ĩt in no other way, and 

#2 by no other hand, than Grd, truſting the word of pro- 
* miſe, and relying upon Chriſt's faithfulneſs and power to | 
8, fulfil it: as it is written, © the juſt.ſhall live by his faith, ; 
2 Hab. ii. 4. Having received juſtification to life by faith in | | 


the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, he depends on Chriſt to 

him alive, and makes uſe of Chriſt's fulneſs for all the 

- wants of that ſpiritual life, which he has iven. He truſts 

him for them all, and lives upon him by faith for the 

continual receivin - them all, and acco to his faith 
2 "fol is it done unto | | 
SN Let this be well — and conſidered, that the juſti. _ 

bed perſon lives and | performs every act of ſpiritual life 
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by faith. This is a important leſſon, and theref 
it is taught in fs as plainly as words can _ "> 
Every thing is iſed to, and is received by faith. 
Thus it is ſaid, Ve are all the children of God by faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and if children then heirs according to 
che promiſe, heirs of God and joint heirs with Chriſt 
who of God is made unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and 
holineſs, made for their uſe wiſdom to teach them, righ- 
| teouſneſs to juſtify them, and holineſs to ſanctify them; 
| d he has all things in his fulneſs for their uſe, as the 
free grant ſpeaks, 1 Cor. iii. 21, Sc. All things are 
% yours, whether Paul or Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
« world, or life, or death, or things preſent or things to 
„ come, all are yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt 
« is God's. Conſider, believer, what a large eſtate this 
is: thy title to it is good, and thou entereſt into poſſeſſion 
- -by faith. See then that thou make uſe of thine inherit- 
ance, and live upon it. Do not fay, when thou wanteſt 
any thing, I know not where to get it: for whatever the 
God -man has of wiſdom, righteouſneſs, holineſs, power 
and glory, he has it, as the head of the body for thee, as 
one of his members, for thy uſe and benefit, and he has 
promſed it to thee in his word. Make free with him then. 
Bo to him with confidence. Thou canſt not do him 
greater honour than to receive from him what he has to 
give. That is glorifying him. It is putting the crown 


upon his head, and confeſſing him to be a all-ſuf- 
© * ficient Chriſt when it pleaſeth thee, as it did his Father, 
_ + that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, and when thou art 

content to live out of thyſelf upon his fulneſs for the ſup- 
'<ply of all thy needs in time and in eternity. To live 


_ intereſt, and thy happineſs. In every ftate, ſpiritual 
temporal, and = — circumſtance thou canſt 

be in, thou art to look up to Chriſt, that thou mayeſt re · 
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thy walk heavenwards, and in every thing than meeteſt 
_ with by the way, put thy truſt in Chriſt, and expect from 
- him the fulfilling of all his promiſes. He has all power 
in heaven and earth for that very purpoſe, Still rely upan 


"2 


thus upon him is his glory, and it is thy privilege, i y | 


meet with ſo many difficulties, 
into Chriſt in all things. They — not — 10 a ſolid 
eſtabliſhment in the faith in a day. Enemies without and 
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kim, and caſt thy burdens en him, when thou art tempted, 
when old corruptions ariſe, when the world and the devil 


« aſſault thee, when under a ſenſe of weakneſs and dulneſs 


in duty, when | in — and deſertion, in perſecution 
and trouble poverty, in ſickneſs and death. 

This is the Life of Faith,” Then wilt live like a Chrilian 
indeed, if, being in any of theſe caſes, thou believeſt that 
Chriſt is able, becauſe he is almighty, and willing, be- 


cauſe he has promiſed, to ſupply thy wants, an then 


canſt truſt in him for that ſupply. Depend upon it, thou 
according to 


. ſhalt have it, and it ſhall be one unto thee 
” his word. 


After the | believer i is . one with Chriſt, and 


through him has a right to all the riches of grace, and 


moy 1 7 faith make uſe of them as his own, why is be ſo 


m__ learning this leſſon perfectly? Being adopted into 


venly family, and an heir of the heavenly inheritance, 


| 2 does not he immediately live up to his privilege, and 


is eſtate? His title is good. e inheritance is ſure. 
All things are become his: for all fulneſs is in Chriſt, 
and by virtue of his union with Chriſt, this fulneſs is 


huis, and he may By y faith be always receiving out of it 


every grace and bleſſing, which Chriſt has promiſed : why 


then does not heat once attain to this happy Life of Faith? 


Sad experience proves that you eee Jo not. wb 
uy 


within ſtop their progreſs, inſomuch that they often con- 
2 little chücben for a long time. They have the 


right to Chriſt, the ſame priv and the fame 
grace, which young men 2 in Chriſt 
= but they have not learned by experience how to 


ve their intereſt in him, and to e the moſt of 

- The difficulties and temptations which weaken their 

hola of Chriſt, and top their growth in him, are many; 
. ſome of the chief are theſe. 

7» They continue little children and weak in faith, 

© becauſe they do of Chit attain a ſolid acquaintance 


2008 * per ſon of 


* 


iſt, and are not W atis. 
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_ fied, how able he was and ſufficient for every thing he 
undertook, and how perfectly he has finiſhed every part 
of his work. x Bike ; ; 
2. This keeps them ignorant of many things in which 
the glory of his falvation conſiſts ; hence they have not 
clear believing views of its fulneſs, and of its freeneſs. 
3. By which 3 labour under many doubts 
about the manner of their receiving this ſalvation. A 
legal ſpirit working with their unbelief puts them upon 
' reaſoning continually againſt being faved freely by grate 

through faith; and, ee * | 
4. Theſe legal unbelieving reaſonings gain great 
Power from their unſkilfulneſs in their warfare between 
nature and grace, the old man and the new, the fleſh 

und the ſpirit; and. | | | 
5. All theſe difficulties are mightily ſtrengthened from 
their hearkening to ſenſe, and truſting to its reports 
more than to the word of God. While believers are 
under theſe difficulties, their faith meets with many 
checks in its growth, and until they be enabled to over- 
come them, they continue to be little children in, Chriſt. 
Their weak faith receives but liitle from Chriſt, and it 
continues weak, becauſe they have but little dependence 
e ee working of Chriſt's mighty power. 
he exceeding greatneſs of his power is able to ſtrength- 


en them, and he has promiſed it, but they dare not gruſt 


him. Conſider therefore, reader, if thou art one of theſe 

babes, why thou 1 not grow up faſter into Chriſt, The 
_ - Firſt thing that ftops thee, is the ignorance which 
is in thy mind about his perſon, and the prejudice 
againſt him, which is in thy carnal heart, Theſe are in 


KF? . 


all men by nature; and theſe Satan will work upon, 4 


order to hinder the increaſe of thy faith. He will uſe 
his cunning, and his to keep thee from growing in 
that knowledge of Chriſt, which is eternal life. He 
will inject into thy heart blaſphemous apy againſt 
his Godhead, and when thou art reading in ſcripture, or 
hearing about his being God manifeſt in the fleſh, he 
will try to puzzle and perplex „ e with a 
How can theſe things be? He wi 


repreſent. the union 
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̃ of the two natures in Chriſt as a thing not to be under- 


ſtood, and as if they, who believed it with the cleareſt 
evidence of God's word and ſpirit, had only ſome fanc ö 
about it. He has an old againſt Chriſt, and wi 


not ſcruple to tell any lies of him. He was a liar from | 


the beginning, and abode not in the truth. Regard him 
not. Mind what the word of truth ſays, and pray thou 
mayeſt underſtand it: for the more thou knoweſt of the 


Lord Chriſt, that bleſſed God-man, the more wilt thou 


be ſettled, and eſtabliſhed in him. It is written of him, 
firſt, that he is God, true and very God, in the holy 
bleſſed and glorious Trinity a perſon coequal and co- 


eternal with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 1/at. ix. 6. 


Unto us a. child is. born, who is the mighty God; ſe- 
condly, that he is Jehovah, which ſignifies the ſelf-exiſt- 
ent eſſence, Jai. xliii. 11. I, even I, am Jehovah, and 
beſide me there is no Saviour; from whence it is evident, 
that the Saviour is Jehovah, and that he exiſts in a man- 
ner independent of, and diſtinct from, all other beings 
and things. St. Jude makes the oppoſition to this fun- 


damental truth the condemning fin of certain heretics, 
who denied Jeſus Chriſt to be the only Lord God, and 


our Lord. In the covenant of grace this divine perſon 
undertook to be made man. He who was true and 


God was made. true and yery man ; he had a — a 


ſoul and human fleſh, and was in all points like other 
men, fin excepted. - And as the reaſonable ſoul and 
fleſh is one man, ſo God and man is one Chriſt... This 
18 the glorious perſon, who undertook in the covenant of 
grace to be man's ſurety. St. Paul calls him the ſurety 


of the New Teſtament z and what could there be wanting 
in him for this high office ? He is every way qualified to / 


be the ſurety for man, who is himſelf true and 
who is alſo God as well as man, n 
the perfections of Jehovah to render what he did and 
ſuffered as man's ſurety infinitely and everlaſtingly me- 


ritorious. 


This is the bleſſed. object of faith, God and man united | 


in one Chriſt. Conſider then, reader, what the ſcripture 
ſays of his wonderful perſon, in order that thy faith in 
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38 A TREATISE” UT | 
bim may be eſtabliſned. That very ſelf-exiſtent God, 
who ſpake and all things were — 4 who commanded 
and they ftand faſt to this very hour, was made fleſh; 
He came to be the ſurety for his people, to obey and ſuf- 
fer in their ſtead. What could not his almighty power 
effect? Is any thing too hard for the Lord God? 
What-obedience can his Father's law demand, which he 
Is not infinitely able to + What ſufferities can ſatisfy 
his Father's juſtice, which he is not abſolutely qualified 
to endure? For he has every perfection nd attribute 
equal with the Father. On this truth thou muſt reſt; 
and is it not à ſure foundation? In the certainty of it 
. thou muſt ſeek to be more grounded every day: becauſe 
as thou groweſt in the knowledge of his divine perſons 
thou will become more ſatisfied of his infinite faſficiency 
to fave; and. fully convinced of this, thou wilt be able 
to anſwer and ſilence thine own unbelieving thoughts, 
and to reject the blaſphemous ſuggeſtions of Satan againſt 
the Lord Chriſt. {Obſerve then that he is God, and that 


rify Jeſus, by enabling thee to believe him to be Lord 
and God, and to call. him thy Lord and thy God, and to 
prove he is ſo, by thy humble dependence upon him for 
every bleſſing both in time and in eternity. | 
It is much to be lamented, that believers in general 
take ſo little pains to get a clear knowledge of the doc- 
- trineof the ever bleſied Trinity: for want of which their 
- Faith is unſettled, and they are liable to errors both 
in judgement and practice. I would ore moſt ear- 
neſtly recommend it to all that are weak in faith, to be 
diligent in hearing and reading what in ſcripture is re- 
vealed concerning the Trinity in Unity, looking up al- 
ways for the inward teaching of the Holy Spirit; and I 
_ would direct them to a form of found words in the 
common prayer: book for Trinity Sunday, which contains 
tte ſhorteſt and beſt account of the ſubject that IJ ever 
fw. It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, 
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ie that we ſhould at all times, and in all places, give 
e thanks unto thee, O Lord, almighty, everlaſting God; 
« who, art one God, one Lord, not one only perſon, 
but three perſons in one ſubſtance: for that which we 

ce believe of the glory of the Father, the ſame we believe 
“of the Sbn, and of the Holy Ghoſt, without any | 
6 difference or inequality.” Theſe are precious words. | 
Meditate, reader, upon them, and intreat the Holy | 
Spirit to enlighten thine underſtanding with the ſaving | 
knowledge 1 them, that being eſtabliſhed in the doc- = 
trine of the ever bleſſed Trinity, and of the Gdd-head of 
the Lord Chriſt, thou mayeſt be enabled to overcome the 
difficulties, which aroſe, | | | 

Secondly, From thy not being well acquainted with 

the nature of Chriſt's ſalvation, - concerning which, | 
young believers are apt to have many doubts. Carnal | 
N reaſon is ſtrong in them. The ſpirit of bon reſiſts | 
with many and mighty arguments, and unbelief muſters 1 
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| 
at up all its forces, and there is a long and obſtinate fight g 
re againſt being ſaved freely and wes pay grace of Chriſt 
of Jeſus. But the arguments which God has provided in | | 
18 his word, when applied by his ſpirit, will prevail and 
o- overcome. Meditate upon them for the- vitabliſhing of ö 
rd thy weak faith. Conſider, firſt, the covenant. Salva- 
to tion is not a thing of chance or left to man's will or 
or power, but it was contrived by the bleſſed Trinity in 

the covenant of „and every thing belonging to it | 
ral was perfectly ſettled. It is ſaid td be, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 
c- an everlaſting covenant ordered in all things, and ſure. ; 
eir O thou of little faith, why then doſt thou doubt? What l | 
"th doubt of God's love? Here's a covenant ſpringing | 
- from his mere love, and from everlaſting. Doubt of its 
be being well contrived ? Infinite wiſdom orders it in all 
re- things. Doubt of its being well executed? It is in all 
al- things ſure, ſure as God's almighty power and faithful- 
d 1 neſs can make it. What motives are here for the ſtrength- 
the ening of thy faith? May the Lord renter them «iFeQual. 
ins Reflect, Secondly, upon the undertakings of the Lord 
ver Chriſt, the ſurety of this covenant. There was nothi 


uy, | left out of the covenant; it was ordered in all things be- 
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longing to ſalvation, and Chriſt undertook to-perform all 

things on — of his Father,. that his law-might be 

IC; his juſtice made honourable and glorious ; 


and on the part of the ſinner, that he might be ſaved from 
all evil, and entitled to all good. And being God and 
man united in one Chriſt, he was a proper ſurety to re- 

concile God to man, and to reconcile man to God. Let 


theſe things then fink deep into thy heart, that thy ſurety | 
haas undertaken the whole of thy ſalvation, to do all for 


thee, and all in thee, and all by thee, What canſt thou 
deſire more for the ſettling of thy faith? : 
Thirdly, Perhaps thou wilt ſay, his undertakings were 
eat, but has he fulfilled them? Yes, and ſo perfectly, that 

e is able to ſave to the uttermoſt. He was called Jeſus, 

| becauſe he was to fave his people from their fins; as their 
ſurety he was to fulfil the law for them by his obedience, 
and to ſuffer the pains and. penalties of. it by his death 
and paſſion. Accordingly in the fulneſs of time he was 
manifeſt in the fleſh, and came to do the will of his Fa- 
ther: of his obedience to that will he thus ſpeaks : 1 
< have finiſhed the work, which thou gaveſt me to do. 
Of his ſuffering that will, he ſaid with his laſt breath, 
It is finiſhed.” ; Obſerve, whatever he undertook to do 


nin his life and death was finiſhed, and it was, demonſtrated 


that as man's ſurety he had done and ſuffered every 
. thing ordered in the covenant, by his reſurrection from 
the dead: for then did the Father declare him to be the 
. Son of God with power. Will not all-this ſatisfy thee, 
O thou of little fa itb? Here is one more cauſe of thy 
doubting removed; thou canſt not jaar Fas Chriſt has - 
finiſhed every thing he undertook, a 
thereof he has all power in heaver and earth to beſt 
ma and Gnithed  Galvation. What canſt thon 
.. ¼ Vf. ĩͤ an, $6 . 
Fouthly, Does a thought ariſe in thy heart? It is finiſh- 
ed; but is it ſo freely given, that fuchanunwarthy creature, 
as Jam, may partake of it? Ves: it comes to the in the 
_ © way ofa free gift. Great, ineſtimable, and eternal, as it is, 
pet it is all thine in receiving. Not he who worketh, 
Tas "but ke who believerh, is juſtiied from all things. It is 
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by Faith; that believers are juſtified and ſanctified, are 
hened and comforted in their walk; by faith they 
fight againſt all their enemies, and by faith conquer 
and lay hold of eternal liſe. And therefore it is all of 
faich, that it might be by grace. Salvation is wrought 
4 out and finiſhed by = urety, given to thee freely, con- 
4 tiuued with all its bleſſings in time and through eternity, 
as a free gift, to the praiſe of the glory of free grace. 
| Why therefore art thou diſcouraged? Haſt thou nothing 
do buy with? Then obey the Lord's command, Come 
ay and buy free ſaivation without money and without price. 
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FE | How ſhould this motive ſtill add to the eſtabliſhment of 
t ; thy faith? Far here thou ſeeſt whatever thou wanteſt is 
, | thine by believing: Thou mayeſt have it freely by grace. 
E | It is treaſured up for thee in the fulneſs of thy dear Savi- 
„ dur, and thou canſ{t not honour him more, than to make 
h free uſe of it. What doſt thou ſay to this? Haſt thou any 
5 | thing to object? Canſt thou find any fault with the cove- 
— dant of grace, or with the undertakings of the God- man 
I | in ite No certainly, the covenant was well ordered in all 
” . | things andfure, and whatthe ſurety of the covenatit under-- 
ly took he has perfectly fulfilled; Salvation is finiſhed on his 
0 me ; he has glorified the law by his infinitely perfect obe- 
d dience ; he has made divine juſtice honourable by his ſuffer- 
_ ings and death; he has brought in everlaſting right2ouſneſs 
n fror his people, and will 1 ing glory: for 
de be has already taken poſſeſſion of it for them as the head of 
„ the body the church, and he has all power in heaven and 
y | ' earth to faye them day by day; until he make them par- 
2 Þ> takers of his eternal ſalvation, What can thy heart wiſh 
ce . 1 for more, than ſuch a Saviour, and ſuch a ſalvation? Oo! 
= + | de not faithleſs then, but believing ; and if thou haſt any 
w doubts left, endeayour to have them cleared up by readi 
aud prayer, until thy faith be perfectly ſettled on the di- 
n- TH vinity of God thy Saviour, and the infinite ſufficienex 
Ce of his falyation. Theſe two points hy at the very founda- 
he tion of the Chriſtian religion. They muſt be ſuppoſed 
I | in all its principles, and built upon in all its practice; 
th, | thereforebeirig of univerſal influence, if they bethor 


| on h- 
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G * and comfortable. Examine then, and prove 
- thyſelf here, before thou readeſt an farther. Doſt thou 
TE En „in eyer perfec · 
tion and attribute with the Father? And i is his 2 
full and a free 3 — All the * directions 
r e e 8 profit thee, ſo far as thou 
el Hale BS. Look well then to thy eſtab- 
pet — Arg ang, the Life Falch will be 


e . Fas 5 thou wilt be 


| y and 
22 bable to be oſt about con ich errors, and over- 
come with temptations, FIDE y ly with thoſe * which a 


f as I purpoled to ſhew under 


Third general head, in which i 1s to be conſidered, how 
the little children in Chriſt, for want of being eſtabliſhed 
in the belief of his Godhead, and of his full and free ſal- 


ration, labour under man . Cary: oy. Ag — e 
— 


Weh heir unbelief puts 


s gainſt being ſaved freely by grace — 
He is of 8 — * _ <a an 9 og and ap- 


8 bim keep it, as the condition of 


3 et 8 and thou ſhalt live, In 
ing 36.09 thts 202.00 whe wage to life, 
in 15 55 will he is continually inclined to it, and in his 
heart he loves it: becauſe he it is in his own power 
to attain life in this way, e his own 


bis pride. This 
natural ſtate, but OY 1 
oppoſed; and then fo ſoon: as the 1 oa Lend 


works, which mightil es his {elf-love, and indulges 
gal 5 over all wen in ew 


| wa death in treſpaſſes and fins, it begins to hight, 
ing to kcep the poor ſinner in bondage by its 
| and ftrivings, and putting ham upon. ſeeking 
— good diſpofition or qualification in himſelf, on ag- 
count of which God Would love him. Thus the aw: 
2 bel der the ſpirit of bondage, always ſeeks de- 
by the works of that law, which can do nothing 
= = mr hun to the knowledge of fin, diſcover ta 
him the e ſinfulneſs of it, and the exc 
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| THE LIFE OF FAITH. 11 
is always nouriſhing the doubts and fears of unbelief, 
And after the Lord has in a meafure removed them by a 
clear diſcovery of the ſalvation that is in Jeſus, and by 
the gift of faith, yet ſtill this legal ſpirit will be trying to 
bring the foul into bondage again to fear, and it to the 
xevails. Young believers find it the worſt enemy they 
ave to deal with. It is a fly, ſubtle foe, that ſeems to 
intend them a kindneſs, while it is always on the ſide o 
the devil and unbelief, It would appear to them to be 


| | aBtuated by a zeal for God, but it is to eclipſe the glory 


of the Lord Dogs lang away the all ſufficiency of his 
Gilvation, and to rob them of their great joy and peace in 


ns, 3 e * 
- Firſt, that all men, being God's creatures, are under 
Ito keep it, or bound, if they tranf- 


a , | 5 8 
Secondly, From their ignorance of the law. They axe, 
not Lequaſtted with its _— for it demands what 1 thicy 
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cannot pay. It inſiſts upon an obedience, ſpiritual, Persect, 
dang. ford the leaſt offence, if but in 'hought 
it comes with its fearful ſentence ; Curſed is every one 4050 | 
continueth not in all things that are written in the book 
' the law to do them. On him who does not continue in 
things, and not one manever did, this ſentence takes place ; 
and if he was to live a thouſand years, he could not do any 
thing to repeal it, The law will always be to him the mi- 
niſtration of condemnation, and the miniſtratian of death, 
and that is all it ean do for him, It provides no remedy, 
and gives him no hope, but leaves him condemned to "te 
firſt and to the ſecond death; and yet ſuch is the blind 
of the finner, «that he will be ſtill leaning to the law, ang 
* to truſt wholly to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt; and 
nis Aries, r . tO ou. 
© Thirdly, From his ignorance of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
which is infinitely ct, and wants ne works of the 
law to be joiped with it, in the juſtifying of a ſinner: be- 
cCauſe it is the righteouſneſs of God, wrought out by the - 
 God-man for his people, and it is the righteouſneſs of 
faith. They receive it bt faith without works; ſo that it is 
directly oppoſite to the righteouſneſs of a legal ſpirit, 
Hence we have many among us, great profeſſors too, who 
are ignorant of God's tea 5 they have not been 
entirely brought off from a legal bottom, and therefore 
they talk of being juſtified without a juſtifying righteouſ- 
neſs, which if God could do, he would be unrighteous, 
and which as he cannot do, their fancied. juſtification 
Jeaves them ſtill in their fins. Th aA. por ep 
whole truſt and confidence in the righteovineſs of Chri 
_ imputed unto ſinners, and made theirs by faith. They 
| have many fears about imputed righteonſreſs, although 
. 22 has not ſcrupled to mention it eleven times in 
d 


apter, Rom. iv. and theſe fears make them read the ſerip - 
ture with ſuch prejudice, that they ſay they cannot find 
the expreſſion, faith in the righteouſneſs of Chrift, in 
all the Bible. They may find the ſenſe of the expreſſion 
in Moſes, and in all the prophets, and the very words in 
2 Pet. i. 12. Simon Peter a ſervant and an apoſtle of Jeſus 


Cui, io them who have gbtained like precious faith vin 


_ 
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| 2 the Greek is #s, the righteouſneſs of God and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Here is faith in the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, with ſeveral glorious titles to recommend 
it, name] Dk" neſs of God, of God our Sa- 
viour, From whetice can men's oppo- 
=_ to 22 oy of-juſtification ariſe, but from their not 
convinced by the ** of God of the neceſſity of 
e N t is his peculiar office to con- 
vince us of this truth, No teaching but his can do it. G 
that he may do it in the hearts of thoſe, who, out of a zeal * 
— God, though not according to knowledge, eclipſe the 
of the Lord, and rob afflicted conſciences ot their 
ort by y_ oppoſing imputed righteouſneſs! It is a 
righteouſneſs of fo h 5 heavenly a nature, wrought 
| * 7 another, and > wonderful a perſon ; is deftowed 
as a gift upon the chief of figners, whereby alone 
they obtain 7 of their ſins, and are made par- 
takers of the kin of heaven, and they receive it by 
faith only without works, which à legal fpiricalways wants 
to mix with it, that no one could ever believe i in it, unleſs 
it were given him from above, May it be given to thoſe 
ofeſſors who cannot yet fubmit to the rigchteouſneſs of 
hriſt, to ſee their want of it, and with the heart to believe 
in It unto falvation! _ 
+ Reader, haſt thou not found what an enemy this legal 
ſhit is to thy peace and joy, and how it is alwaySinclin- 
— to ſome ſelf righteouſnefs, through thy ignoranc 
ighteouſneſs of the law, and of the righteouſneſs, of 
Paths ? And wonldeſt thou gladly be delivered from it? - 
Know then, that nothing can ſubdue = but the bringin 
mto thy conſcience a 3 x better righteonſ- 
ö deſs than that of the Jaw when thou art enabled ta 
\ 1 all the charges of ſin and Satan, then 
. thou wilt fand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chrilt hath 
made thee free. His is a better righteouſneſs ; it is infinitely 
and everlaſtin , even the dteouſneſt of God; b 
in this rightebufneſs thou thalt be faved from the Jaw 
aud 4 nal: remiffion cf ys; through it the Father 
doth accept thee, and give thee — * ſpirit of his 2 5 
3 r el fer he; che e ore | 
3 3 SL 
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and bleſs thee, as his dear child, making all things work 
together under him for thy good, and keeping thee by his 
mighty power through faith unto ſalvation : ſo that in and 
on account of this righteouſneſs thou ſhalt be ſaved from all 
the evils of ſin, and receive all ſpiritual bleſſings on earth 
and in heaven, And this thou ſhalt haye freely, without 
any merit, or work of the law: for this irktaouſanl comes 
wholly by grace, and is for thee a ſinner as ſuch, and is 
to juſtify thee from the condemnation of the law, to turn 
its curſes into bleſſings, and its threatened puniſhment inta, 
happineſs, And this it can do for thee perfectly and 
erlaſtingly ; ſo that being found in this righteouſneſs, 
1 re, is no grace promiſed in time, or glory in eternity, but 
it ſhall be thine, The Lord God 998 them to thee, 
| In the fulleſt and free manner 16 thee, without any ex- 
| ception or limitation, being a ſinner, and ungodly ; though, 
one of the vileſt and baſeſt, yet to thee, as ſuch, is the 
word of this ſalvation ſent, - And it is all thine in the 
comfortable enjoyment of it, through believing. Thou 
art to bring nothing to recommend but that thou art 
a fnner, and thy right and title to a finiſhed ſalvation. is 
clear from the warrant of God's word, if thou believeſt 
with thy heart in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, The divine 
command is, believe on the Lord Jejus Chriſt: the pro- 
miſe is, whoſoever believeth in bim, ſhall not periſh; 
i dall receive remiſſion of ſins, ſhall be juſtified from all 
_ things, ſhall have eyerlaſting lite. Why then doſt thou 
Jean to works, finee falyation is by faith? Why doft 
thou diſquiet thyſelf about attaining the righteouſneſs of 
the law, and thereby ſuffer the law to diſturb the peace of 
r fince. thou haſt a far better 2 
which ought to reign there, even the t ighteouſneſs of 
faich ? For thou art a believer, and although a weak — 5 
yet thou haſt s good i to Chriſt ad bs rightoul 
e ſtrongeſt believer in the world; becauſe thy right 
comes from the free grant of the word ee A 
[once by faith, e all things are become thine, 
|  Thou.artan beir of them all, by faith in Chriſt-Jefus.. G. 
— of little faith! why then dakt thou doubt? Remember. 
highly deu diſbonourek the infinite love and free. 
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. falvation of Jeſus, and how much thou robbeſt thy own 
ſoul-of its peace, and of its growth in e, by thy 
weak and little faith. Think upon theſe things, and in- 
2 author and finiſher of the faith to ſtrengthen it in 
y ſoul. 1 | , 

But, perhaps, thou wilt ſay; how ſhall I fo live upon 
Chriſt with — weak faith, that it may grow ſtronger, 
and I may get the better of my legal ſpirit? Here is the re · 
medy; may it be to thee effeQual ! Thou art to look at 
Chriſt Godi man as thy ſurety, who for thee has wrought 

aut a finiſhed ſalvation; and whatever he has iſed in 
his word relating to this ſalvation, thou art to truſt. him 
for the mak ing of it good, and to depend upon his faith- 
fulneſs and power ta make it good to thee, Whatever 
therefore:he has done and ſuffered to fave thee from the 
curſe of the law, and from the ſpirit of bondage, and to 
make thee free with the liberty of the. children of God, 
thcu art to live upon him for theſe bleſſings, and by faith 
to be. always receiving them from him in the fulleſt and 
largeſt meaſure that he promiſes them to thee. Look 
not into thyſelf then for any qualification, but look unta 
Jeſns, that thou mayeſt experience more that liberty, 
wherewith he hath — thee free; and mayeſt be no 
a babe unſkilful in the word of righteouſneſs. Hear w 
he ſays, if the Son ſhall make you free, ye ſhall be free in- 
deed, free from the law of ſin and death, free from condem - 
nation at the bar of God; and being freed from the bond - 
E corruption, ye ſhall be brought into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God, heirs of God, and joint 
beirs with Chriſt,, This is the freedom which God pro- 
wales thee : it is very extenſive, has many noble privileges, 
and vaſt bleſſings. By faith all is thine. See how per- 
fectly believers have received all; and may thy faith belike 
theirs! Rem. viii. 15, Sc. * Ye have not received the 
« ſpiritof bondage again to fear, but ye have received the 
« ſpirit of adoption, whereby we, cry, Abba, Father, 
% The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirits, that 
* we are the children of God, and if children then heirs, 
* heirs-of God, and joint beirs with Chriſt. ' Obſervg 
| what is here, ſaid of the believing Romans, and by faith 
den ſhaltexperiepce the ſame, as perfeRily as they did- 


Arts bro P 


2 They ers bet ben the bist of bondage; unter 


h they once had been, 
2. They were io freed as to bounder it no more, they 
were not to fear again, as heretofore . for, 
3. The had received the ſpirit of adoption, and he gore 
them of their fo Upon Which, 
+ 4+ Trey delieved God ns their reconcited Father, and 
Co IEC SL roles oi crnfiract; 5 


lived 10 light, and walked in de, like his 
agd * bir in his houſe 1 


— Bos als what yyeat freedom the Galatians had, clips 
iv. 4. Ge ſent forth his Son made of a woman, 


E 2605 


= © mide under the law, to redeem them that were under 


Der the law, that we might receive the ad non of ſons. 
And becauſe ye are fons, God kath ſent forth the 

« of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, F. 

te .wherefore thou art no more a ſervang, but a ſon ; and if 

« 2 fon, then an heir of God threlgKEbriſt.” O what 

treaſures of grace and conſolation are Were in this ſcrip- 


of 
e All men having broken the law, and g under the 
curſe of it, "as ate unger the low the law 
might reach hi as the furety s people. Accordi 

2. — — eve rr 
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- In. thine own conſcience, whilſt thou keepeſt faſt 
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5. If ſons, chen heirs of God, and free to inherit what - 
ever he has promiſed to give his children on earth and 
in heaven. ee | N he $5; 
Theſe, and many more arguments, are contained in 

this one ſcripture, tending to fu thy legal ſpirit, and to 
bring thee to live more 2 faith upon Chriſt, 
who, as thy furety, has fully kept the Jaw for theein his life 
and death. Thou art to conſider thyſelf now, not under the 
law, but under grace, and therefore abſolutely free from the 
condemning power of the law. This thou muſt maintain 


- againſt all the carnal reaſonings of thy ſpirit, Chrift 
10 Ein for redeem + 


is my lawfulfiller. And thou wilt glori 
ing thee from under the law, and wilt live in fone: oven 
of 
this moſt bleſſed and eternally precious truth. May all 
thy readiug and prayer, and the uſe of all means, help thee 
to grow in the knowledge and experience of it! 7 
here is a very ſtrong bias and leaning in weak believers 
to a legal ſpirit, which ought to make them read ſuch pro · 
iſes as I have been mentioning over and oyer again, that 
od may thereby encourage them to maintain the liberty, 


2 hath given them in Chriſt Jeſus ; and to ſtand. 


aſt in it againſt the freſh attacks of the devil and unbelief. 


They ſhould be always jealous over themſelves, and 
* 


trul — a) 7 ethrough — 
a traly goſpel andeyangelical way, through grace, got thei 
— ſubdued; yet if it be not in the way kept 
ued; it will break out with more power than ever, and 


will be likely to bring them into bondage again to fear. 


Aud this may, an I have known it often happen, after 
they had obtained ſome great viftories over it ; and findi 


not ſtir for ſome time, flattere4 themſelyes they 
would have but little Galle ory it any more. Thug 


ey were drawn off their guard, which gave room to their 


legal ſpirit to exert itſelf again with vigour, This ſur- 


7 the weak believers, put them upon reaſoning and 


ubting whether all had been right with them before; 
and fo at the very time when they ſhould have taken 4 

ſhield of faith, and ſhould have been making ule of it, they: | 
were queſtioning whether they had any, which left then; 
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; comes firſt, und is ef. 
mbliſhed in the conſcience, that it may de 
maintained chere e 
el che dow! And ab often 4s theſe ariſe afreſh, till 
be anfivered and ſilenced: with this lea---In the 
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jealous over himſelf, and — 
y of living ut fee, 
he liveth upon Chri for 
theſe by faith he © Jas Arenas any enemy. 
| Lo. 45 ma incarnate God, his — ff 
iency to ſave, have not a — 
ſpirit; and — 1 . aver agar 
believers might be conyſaced ———— Geddes 
were ſaved from the condemnatian of the law. They wi 
— ———— — — 
then willingly give up. themſelves to be eſpouſed to 
iſt, who will make them free indeed. And when they 
learned of him to enjoy and walk in their chriſtian 
1 
| fare between nature and grace, the old man and the new, 
the fleſh and the ſpirit, which warfare js the- - 
Fourth great hinderance, that the growth of faith 
in weak believers, They are unſkilful in it. Son tired 
of-it, and often like to be defeated, chey do not enter 
the battle ſtrong in the Lord and in the power of his 
| might, nor are they certain if they fall in battle they ſhall 
be ſaved with an eternal ſalvation. Theſe are great diſ- 
coura nta 3 and until theſe be removed, they cannot 
"ag en ce os: OCD 


| The cafe is thus. (There is in-evey liner am ld. 
man, and a new man; nature and grace, fleſh and 
and theſe are oppoſite and contrary the one to the 
their principles and actions: — . are 33 a 
different chings, — dw 
— the — — — The tel in + 
s againſt t ty man mighty alles 
. bt — 4 — of the foul and 
wy 5s forth fin, hoſts of fallen angels, and all 
n Bat the new: man 
Ee „ eee 
n his fide, and therefore he need not fear what any enemy 
can do unto pe but may - bravely face the: fronteſt: of 
- = co n relying mann 
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7 — Iwill never leave thee nor forſake tber. Herd 
s the behever's ene ement to fight, his God will never 
leave him. Here 3 victory every day, his God 
never forſakes him : aud after he has fought the good fight 
of faith, his God and Saviour will make him more than 
conqueror; he will ſend death to kill fin. And then the 
believer will never more have temptations from it, nor 
forrow about it. But till that happy time conie, he muſt 
be fighting againſt his corrupt nature and all its allies; 
No e can be made with not even à truce. He 
mult expe&'no kind of favour from them, hecauſe they - 
are God's irreconcilable enemies; and therefore as long as 
he is in the world he muſt be fighting againſt the world; as 
long as he has a body vf fleſh he mult oppoſe it with its 
affections and luſts, becauſe they war againſt the ſoil; and 
as long as he is in the reach of temptation he muſt oppoſe 
the tempter, ſtedfaſt in the faith, never putting off his 
armour, until the Lord give him a diſcharge. 

©+ Phe believer's peace within, and victory without, are 
cloſtly connected with the clear underſtandirg of this caſe ; 
and although I have ſtated it from the word of God, and 
agreeably to the ſenſe in which the church of God has al- 
ways interpreted it, yet for its more full confirmation ſome 
_ telkumonies muſt be brought, which ſpeak to the very point, 
firitto the believers having in him an old man and a-new z 
weak 3 are at war; and thirdly, that they 


death. Cu * 5 

Firſt, The apoſtle ſays to the faints at Epheſus, chap. 
iv. 22, Tec. Put off the old man, put on the new.“ 
Mind, the {ame perſons had both in them, an old man cor- 
rupt according to his deceitful laſts daily to be put off, and 
a new man to be renewed day by day in the ſpirit of his 

mind. The old man is deſcribed to have a body of fi 
with all tis members, his affe&ions and luſts ; theſe muſt 
not be obeyed, but mortiſied - © Let not fin reign in your 
* mortal body, that ye ſhould obey it in the luſts thereof, 

— 2 your members as-inftrumerits of un- 
«righteouſneſs unto fin.” Rom. vi. 12, 13. The faints 
at Rome had ſin in them, and it wanted to reign as it had 
done heretofore in the luits thareof; but, | 1175 


— 
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Secondly, They were not to obey them. There was in 


them a new man, who was to fight againſt thoſe fleſhly luſts 
. which war againſt the ſoul. The fleſh luſteth againſt the 


6 ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh, and theſe are con- 
te trary the one to the other, ſo that ye cannot do the things 


« that ye would, Gal. v. 17. Here is a battle between 


two, the fleſh the whole. nature of the old man, and-the 


ſpirit the new man born again of the ſpirit ; the dauſe of it 


is, the one wills what the other hates; each wants to carry 


his own will into execution; and theſe being contrary the 
one to the other, they fight for maſtery : in. the battle the 
. fleſh the old man is defeated, and the ſpirit working in the 


new man conquers, and this lufting and kghting is in one 
and the ſame perſon ; in him who is ſaid to be not under the 


- law, to be led by the ſpirit, and to live and walk in the ſpirit. 

In Rom. viii. 7. the apoſtle calls the fleſh the carnal mind 
and he ſays, It is enmity againſt God; for it is not ſub- 

1 ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be; ſince itis 

enmity itſelf there is no reconciling it; it will not, nay it 

cãnnot obey God, but is ever luſting and rebelling againſt 
is law. The nature of the battle is deſcribed at length in 


Rom. vii. The chapter conſiſts of three parts, firſt the be- 


liever's liberty from the law to ver, 6; ſrcondly, he anſwers 
ſome objections made againſt the law from its nature and 
properties; and that in his own perſon, becauſe it had been 


the means of hringing him to the right knowledge of fin, 


ver. 7; anch fin being diſcovered by the Inw-through the 


corruption of nature, raged and rebelled the more in hitn, 
ver. 8; and. the law had made him ſenſible of God's anger 
againſt fin, and of his deſerving death and hell for it, ver. 


. 2 to 343 and from thence to the end of the chapter, he de- 
leribes the conflict between the old man and the new, the 
one conſenting to the law, and the other reſiſting the law. 
In this conflict there were three ſliarp attacks; in the firſt 


de found in himſelf two con principles of action al- 


ways reſiſting each other, the old man fighting the new, 


from ver. 14, to 18; ſecondly, when the will of the new 


man was good, through the cppotition of the old man, 
it had not the deſned effect, ver. 19, 20: and thirdly, 
de felt in himſelf wo W laws, both requiring obe- 


* 
1 


— 


A 


Eedfalt faith in him. © Thanks be to God through Jeſus 


4 death? Paul was not out of God's favour, or ac- 
.. curſed; but as the word rendered wretched-raeans, he 
. was weary and tired with this continual fighting, trou- 
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dience, the law of the members warring and rehelling 


againſt the law of God written in the renewed mind: for 
no ſooner did his mind, guided by the Holy Spirit, ſet 
about any thing which God's law commanded, but he 


found the law of the members making a ſtrong reſiſtance. 


This he groaned under, as an heavy burden, and was 
humbled for it before God, expecting pardon from him, 
and victory every day, and perfect deliverance at laſt. 

I cannot enlarge upon this chapter. Turn to it, and 


read jt over upoſ the plan which I have here laid down, 


remembering all along, that St. Paul is deſcribing himſelf. 


Hie ten times ſays it is himſeif he is ſpeaking of, from 


ver. 7, to ver. 14; where he is ſhewing of what uſe the 


law had been to him, when he was Erft convinced of ſin; 
and from thence to the end, he mentions himſelf thirty- 


eight times. I, the apoitle Paul, I zy/zff, my very (elf, 


and not another; I myſelf am, now, at this preſengy, at 


thie very time of writing this ; I myſelf, whom the NH of 


mme ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus hath made free from the ,} 
la of fn and death; I myſelf to whom now there is no 
. condemnation, for I am in Chriſt Jeſus, and I walk after 
. the Spirit, am Kill at war with ſin that dwelleth in me, 


with the old man, with the fleſh, with the law of the mem- 
bers, with the body of fin. Although I have a new na- 
ture, and God is on my fide, yet it is a hard and a th 


battle. I find it ſo. The length of it makes it 11 more 


nful, and forces me to cry out, O wretched man that 
I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 


bled wich the filthy motions of fin riſing and Ariving and 


_..rebelling in him, and giving him no reſt; this was ſych 
a hard-warfare, that he was ever looking out and pray- 
Ang, Who ſhall deliver me? He meant why, per- 
_  »feflly, deliver me from this corruption. He ſighed for 
it, not hecauſeahe doubted of an abſolute dehverance, hut 
becauſi he had ſure and certain hope of if; not becauſe he 


was ignorant who his deliverer was, but becauſe he had 


: ' 


— 
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Chrift.” This comforted him, and kept him fighting on 


with courage. He knew that he ſhould gain the victory; 


and through Chrift, not through his own virtues or 
works, but through his life and death, through the blood 
and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, he ſhould at laſt be more than 
conqueror. | 

Since this was the caſe with the apoſtle, who can ex- 
— a diſcharge from this warfare, until death? What! 

ys one, is it to continue ſo long? Yes. The ſcripture is 
very clear to this point, as I was thirdly to ſhew, 

The feat of che corruption of the old man or of the 
fleſh, is not only in our nature, but is alſo our very na- 
ture itſelf, That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh, alto- 
2 carnal and corrupt. It is a filthy fountain, alwa 

ing forth impure ms; and fore while 

believer is in the „he muſt either be fighting againſt 
the fleſh, or elſe be led captive w_ We that are, ſays 
Paul, in this tabernacle of fleſh, do groan, being burdened 
with ſin and ſorrow. And when did they expect an end 
of their groaning, and reſt from their burdens ? Not till 
the tabernacle was diſſolved by death. Ourſelves, ſays 
he, who have the firſt fruits of the ſpirit, even we our- 
ſelves, groan within ourſelves, waiting for the adoption, 
to wit, the redemption of our body. The body will be 
redeemed from the grave, and raiſtd like the glorious 


body of Jeſus. Chriſt; this bs promiſed, and this we wait 
om this mortal co 55 


for; and until death deliver us N 
ble body, we ſnall be groaning under the burden of it. 
This was St. Faul's caſe. He had long to be diſ- 


charged from his warfare, and like an old weary tired. 
ſoldier, he wiſhed the hard tedious campaign was ended, 


that he might enter into reſt; but hear with what joy he 
at laſt cries out, I have ht the good fight.” Have 
fought it? What! is the battle over? Yes, juſt over. 
I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my de- 
1 parture is at hand---I have finiſhed my courſe.” My 
battle and my life are finiſhed together, and ſo muſt thine, 
reader. Thou art to reſiſt unto. blood ftriving againſt 


until thou lay hold of Ah RL Since thou art a be» 
© 2 f 


. 5 1 i 


fm; for thou art called to fight the good fight of faith, 


h 5 
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liever, however weak, and haſt a new man in thee, as 
well as an old, they will be fighting againſt each other, 
till thou finiſn thy courſe. And if this diſcourage thee, 
conſider what God has ſpoken concerning this warfare, 
and what exceeding great and precious promiſes he has 
made to them who are engaged in it. He has promiſed - 
to pardon thoſe corruptions of the old man, to ſubdue 
them, and to deliver = from the very being of them. 
Canſt thou defire more? Mark well what he ſays to thee, 
and be not faithleſs, but believing. „ 

Firſt, although the believer has an old man corrupt ac- 
cording to the deceitful luſts, always warring againſt 
the new man, yet the Lord God has promiſed a free and 
a full pardon: becauſe he has impuied ſin, all thy fin, 
to the ſon of his love, who bore it in his own body upon 
the tree. After the apoſtle in Rom. vii. had deſcribed 
the battle between them, he makes this inference, there 
« js therefore now no condemnation to them who are in 
Chriſt Jeſus,””---to them who are in Chriſt, united by 
faith as members to him their head, and thereby partakers 


ol his righteouſneſs, there is zow while they are 


againſt their corruptions no condemnation: For, ſays 
he, * the law of the) ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus hath' 
c made me free from the law of fin, and of death, Rom. 
vii. 2. Theſe words demonſtrate, that Paul was fpeaking. 
of himſelf in the 7th chapter. Although he had the cor- 
ruption of nature ſtill in him, and was fighting againſt 
it, yet being in Chriſt by faith, he was 8 from the 
guilt and puniſhment due to it; therefore he had, and 
r ga ſhall have, a full pardon. In conſeguence 
ot Which, 3 | Fg e eee eee pak. 
| + Secondly; be ſhall, ſubdue the corruptions of the old 
man. This is promiſed, and fhall be made good. The 
Lord encourages believers to oppoſe the reign of ſin in 
' their mortal body, and not to obey it in the luſts thereof, 
with this promiſe---< Sin ſhall not have dominion over 
vou. Rom. vi. 14. Ye are under grace, and grace is 


_ almighty to ſubdue fin: becauſe it is atoned for. In like 


manner he ſays to the Galatians, v. 16.“ Walk in che 
i ſpiry, and ye ſhall not fulfll the lud of ine fem. 
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Fe ſhall not fulfill them either in word or deed. The 
luſts of the fleſh will be in you, but not one of them 
ſhall reign over you : the ſpirit of Jeſus will teach you 
to reſiſt, and enable you to overcome them, yea, to cru- 
cify and mortify them, day by day. And beſides, the 
Lord has promiſed ; 
© "Thirdly, deliverance from the very being of thy cor- 
ruptions. The time is coming, when they ſhall not exiſt 
in the believer, nor any more be ſuffered to tempt him. 
He ſhall be made holy and blameleſs, without ſpot or 
inkle of fin or any ſuch thing. In this perfect fate 
the Father now ſees him, and accepts. him in the beloved, 
nnd after death admits the ſoul into his preſence, cleanſed 
with the blood, cloathed with the righteouſneſs, adorned 
with the graces of his dear ſon ; and body, ſoul and ſpirit 
ſhall be in this perfect ſtate in the day of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt---they ſhall be unblameable in holineſs before 
God, even our father, at the coming of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt with all his ſaints. It doth not yet appear how 
| great a perfection of holineſs this will be; but we know 
t when he ſhall appear we ſhall then be like him: for 
we ſhall ſee kim as he is. 

Such are the divine promiſes. And doſt thou not ſee 
from hence, reader, what great things thou art to expect 
in thy preſent warfare? If thou ſayeſt, how ſhall I at- 
tain all that is promiſed? Know that it is to come to thee 
y faith, en. and all 1 has, is * u Aung 

ving 3 and particularly, a free or in 
fin, as well as for any ow, Conſider him as oy ſurety 
od-man, taking thy fins and ſufferings upon himſelf to 
fave thee from them. y his life and death he has obtained 


full ſalvation, which h: gives to thee freely. And thou haſt 
received it. Thou canſt not deny but thou art a believer, 
and it is written---4 All that believe are juſtified from all 
things,” from the corruptious of their nature as well as the 
| 123 of their lives. Know then, that there is no con- 
| tion to thee. The judge himſelf ſays ſo. And when 
he acquits, who ſhall Iay any thing to thy charge? Here 
thou muſt hold through the power of the Lord, if thou 
wopldett have thy ſpiritual gw ſucceſsfully conducted. 
E 3 
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| Abide by the ſentence of God, and keep condemnatio 
out of thy conſcience. Have it ready to plead againſt all 
charges from whatever quarter they come, that Chriſt 
hath made Me free from the law of ſin and of death. '_ 
Here I muſt refer thee back to what has been ſaid con- 
cerning Chriſt and his finiſhed ſalvation. Thou. now 
ſeeſt how neceſſary it is thou ſhouldeſt be well eſtabliſhed 
in the belief of his Godhead, and the infinite ſufficiency 
bol his ſalvation; ſo that he is both able and willing to fave 
thee from all thy fins, and all the miſery due to them, 
and to beſtow upon thee eternal happineſs, and to bring 
thee by his almighty power ſafe to the eternal enjoyment 
of it. All this he will give thee, not for working, but 
in believing. I intreat thee, therefore, to read again and 
again, what has been before ſaid upon theſe ſubjects; and 
the good Lord help thee to apply it to thy preſent caſe, 
that thou mayeſt be fully aſſured thou art in Chriſt, and 
that there is no condemnation to thee! | 
But, perhaps, thou art ready to ſay---Stedfaſtly do I 
believe all this; but I do not find ſuch victory over my 
corruptions as I could wiſh, nay, I think at times they 
rage more than ever. Here thou forgeteſt the Lord thy 
ſtrength. Thou doſt not make uſe of him, and therefore 
thou faileſt. The woman with the bloody iſh ew 
worſe and worſe, till ſhe went to Chriſt : fo wilt . | 
. Why is it given thee to know Chriſt 'in the ſpirit, but 
that thou ſhouldeſt go to him daily, and his promi 
Lord, thou haſt declared, that fin ſnall not have dom+- 
nior over thy people. I believe this word of thine cannot 
be broken, 1 helpleſs in myſelf, upon 
thy faithfulneſs to ſave me from the dominion of ſuch ani 
ſuch a fin (as then tempts thee). Put forth thy power, 
O Lord Chriſt, and get thyſelf glory in ſubduing my 
fleſh wich its affections and luſts ! And then truſt him to 
make his, word good, and wait the event. Sooner ſhull 
heaven and earth paſs away, than ſin, any ſin thus left 
with Chriſt to be ſubdued, ſhall reign over the. 
If thou ſayeſt, I think I ſeek for victory over ſin in 
no other way, and yet I do not attain it ſo comp h 
_ as I deſire; r thou art under fomg* mile = 
: - r 983 8 
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take : for Chriſt is almighty to fulfill every promiſe in its 
largeſt ſenſe 2 and — never was a 
believer who could juſtly charge him with the breach of 
his word. Perhaps thou doſt believe, that power to ſub- 
due fin comes from Chriſt, and thou art expecting it from 
him; but haſt thou not ſome legal de 5 
tion of thy own working together with him? Search, and 
ſee. Doſt thou commit ALL to the Lord, who is to do 
ALL and in ALL ? Is the whole battle left to him, wiſdom 
and courage, and armour, and ſtrength, and patience, ' 
and victory, is all from the Lord? If thou art not doing 
this ſimply, thou art not living by faith upon Chriſt, but 
thou art * in thine own ſtrength, and depending 
upon ſome inherent ſtock of grace, or knowledge, or ex- 
perience. While theſe proud ſelfiſh motives put thee upon 
aſking his help, he will not give it thee ; becauſe thou delt 
not wholly depend upon him for it. 9. 2 
Or perhaps Chriſt does not appear on thy ſide, becauſe 
thou art propoſing ſome wrong end. Thou art working 
and ſtriving againſt fin to eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of thine: 
oven, which is to be ſome part of thine acceptance before 
God; and thou haſt been S N yo ſtrength to 
N get thy corruptions your ubdued ; but they were too 
ng for thee, and therefore now thou art glad to make 
uſe of Chriſt's help. And if he would do the work for 
thee, then thou wouldeft have confidence in the fleſh, and 
this thy fancied holineſs would be the ground of thy re- 
Joicing before God. Is it not ſo?” If it be, thou wilt 
never ſucceed upon this plan. Chriſt will not give his 
glory to another, nor put the crown of his goſpel grace 
upon the head of thy legal dependence. f 
Or perhaps thou art expecting from Chriſt what he has 
not promiſed, ſuch a victory over thy corruptions, hat 
they ſhall not fight again for ſore time, or that they ſhall 
be quite dead and buried. And fo they ſhall be in the 
Lord's appointed time. But now he calls upon thee ta 
fight against them; he provides thee armor för that pur- 
pale; even the whole armor of God; and he requires thee 
to reſiſt uuto blood, ſtriving againſt ſin, 1 thee 
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_ peace! Thou wilt be fadly deluded, if thou ever ſuppo 
that thy fighting is over, before thy courſe be finiſned. 
—— ht of faith muſt continue till death: for till 
233 ng in thee, thou muſt oppoſe it, rely- 
for promiſed victory over it. He is able 
hoy pair ibn & quent 5 ui pee 
heaven. But it is not his mind and will. Here he will 
| have thee to live by faith, which is every moment to keep 
thee dependent upon Cbriſt, or thou wilt fall. 1 
 exalt his re 
humble 8 prayer — ee 
| 1 ; nd heaven more de- 


1 to hi 
ooh i * el 


LY 


miſe % fin ſhall nut have dominion: over thee”. And 


” Handars if hon uk fallep'iotp tſoor 3 
£ takes concerning the 8 thy corruption, mind 
n N —_— — Wl 
ceived, through. in Chriſt, the on 
. . 
againſt it all thy ag cbs on thy fide, promiſes to 
fe ke. Wide thou canſ} do nothing | 
in this warefare, and therefore thy faith reſting, on his | 
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riſe, temptations are ſtrong, enemies numerous, dangers: 
| , on Every ſide, that is the ns to glorify Chriſt by mak-._ 
ing uſe of his promiſed ſtrength. Then put thy truſt in 
, * the captain of thy ſalvation, and fear not. Look unto 
Jeſus, and look at nothing but him. The battle is his. 
| He will fight for thee, and thou ſhalt hold thy peace. 
1 Leave him to direct all, to do all, and to finiſh all relat - 
ing to it; and then, as he can get all the glory, thou 
ſhalt fee what a falvation he will bring thee. O that thy - 
faith did but reach to the extent of his promiſes ! Ho 
ſucceſsful would be thy ſpiritual warfare, ſuch victories 
over thine enemies, ks 4 tions ſo ſubdued, the world ſo 
crucified, Satan fo al as thou canſt now ſcarce be- 
eve ! The Lord increaſe thy faith! Look up to him for 
it: becauſe as thy faith increaſes, let the grow 
botter and hotter, thou wilt find thyſelf ſafer, and more 
_ to give thanks to God through Jeſus Chriſt thy 
For want of attending to the important truths already 
conſidered, and of 2 them into conſtant uſe and 
exerciſe, young believers are liable to fall into another 
great miſtake, which keeps their faith weak, and ſtops * 
its growth, namely a hearkening to ſenſe, and ; 
| 2 ts; which iv'the fiftbe general head I rpoſed 
* to conhider. = h | 93 
10 They are ſeeking to be eſtabliſhed, and they think that 
1 ſhould have no doubt of their being true believers, 
if they had but the teſtimpny of ſenſe, and comfortable 
feelings, to aſſure them of ** to judge in 
this way in other matters, for it is our ſtrongeſt evidence 
in natural things, they. are diſpoſed to expect the fame 
in ſpiritual; and they are the rather-diſpoſed to it, becauſe , 
ſenkible comforts are promiſed in ſcripture: which being 
very deſirable and pleaſing to nature, they are apt to co- 
vet them too much; 2 enen what the 
ſcripture ſays about them, they are apt to ſeek them in a 
wrong way, and for a wrong end. Senſe judges from- . 
| what it ſees, and draws its inferences from what it feeis: 
bo that its report to the conſcience, either of a believer's ſtate, ' 
or of his growth in: it; is not from unchangeable things, 
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which would Sides e n prog bet; Grew 
changeable things, which leave room for continual doubt - 
ing. Senſe alſo looks at the fruits of faith more than a 
the object of it; and if the believer has been miſled 
taught to confound theſe two together, he will be at 
uncertainty in judging of his ſtate: for inſtead of 
the wurd of God, he will make his comforts the — 
his faith, and as theſe are more or leſs, fo will his faith 
be. When he has comfortable feelings, then he will think 
himſelf a believer; and when he has none, chen he will think 
himſelf an unbelieyer, chang his judgement of ——— 
as his feelings do like the 22 and varying as his com- 
farts do.like the weather, Thi This is a common caſe. I have 
ſeen the fad effects of it in the lives of many of m ac 

| qpenantes he from being © myo esch! —ç 
ſelwes, were toſt about for ſeveral years, up and down, now. 
comforted, then doubting, and could not get any ſolid eſta- 
bliſhment, till the noted and ou of God convinced them, 


y feeling, and What it ſees. Senſe — . 
a2 in the favour of God: for I feel it. Now he is my 

| God: for I find him ſoz I am comforted. — 3%; 
monſtrates it to me: for I feel nearneſs to him in 4 
and ſweet anſwers. Now I am ſure my duties and fe 


abt: for I feel the aſſurance of his love to me. And 
when ſenſe bes lo thoſe comb feelings, then. it 


not- feel it. Now bb. is. not my God: 
him ſoz I am not comforted, Se. - 
the iſſue of this, but continual wavering 
For or a EXP What 

8, as every believer experiences. What a 
t he be in, who has no way to judge 


mon 
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II the poor weak believer ſhould ſay, I am convinced 
of this, and I ſhould be glad to have my faith fo fixed, that 

I might be freed from doubts and fears ; then let it reſt ui 

the word of God, which is the only ground of believin 
and is thereforecalled the word of Lab, upon which fai 
is built, and by which it is nouriſhed and my . The 
| believer ſhould receive and rely upon what God hath ſpok- 
en, and becauſe he hath f it: for his word c 


not. It abideth the ſame for ever; therefore what it truly 


reports, ſtands upon an immoveable rock. Senſe and 
Feeling may report things contrary to it, but the believer 
can filence them with God hath ſpoken it: for his faith 
- has evidence of things not ſeen, and he does not form its 
judgement by the things which are ſeen, but by the things 
which are not ſeen. Generally 2 faith judges the 
very contrary to what ſenſe does, a will: not believe 
\_ what ſenſe perceives. Abraham againſt hope believed in 
| hope, ſo do all his children. They believe the pardon of 
fin, victory over fin and the death of fin, the immorta- 
lity of tae body, though crumbled to duſt and atoms, the 
ſecond coming of Chriſt, and the eternal ſtate of happi- 
neſs or-miſery, Faith looks at God's word, calling the 
things which be not, as though they were, and is com- 


what it ſees---Faith from what God ſays. Senſe is 
verned by what appears Faith by what God fays 
de. Senſe looks inward---Fiith looks outward. Faith can 
__ anſwer the ſeeming contradiftions which Senſe oppoſes to 
it, from the word of God, which cannot be broken.” And 


forced to contradict. Senſe. Senſe judges from 


+ when Senſe is ready to deſpair, and all its fine frames; and 


feelings are gone, then it is the believers happy privilege 


ſtill to truſt in the Lord, and to have a good hope be- 
« cauſe of the word of his grace. | i 
Bat, perhaps, thou art ready to ſay, it is written, that 
mere is great . in belieying; yea, joy un- 
_ - ſpeakableand full of glory. True; theſe are what faith 
13 and not what it is. Theſe are the fruits of 
Raith which it brings forth in moſt abundance, from the 
inen hauſtible fulneſs of Jeſus. The more ſimple the be- 
lever is, the more he eyes Chriſt the object of faith, andthe 
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word the ground of faith, the more clear and diſtinct will 
the actings of his faith be, and confequently it will bring 


greater peace into the conſcience, and more joy into the 


E affe&ions. But ſtill theſe fruits are not faith; no more 


zan the fruit is the trte. The fruits do not go be- 


fore faith, but follow it, aud grow from it. This 
is God's order. He gives us his word to be the ground 
of our believing; and by believing all things promiſed in 
the word are made ours; then we go. on comfortable, and 
are happy; but when ſenſe is put in the place of the word, 
then the conſequence is, that weak believers have got a 
changeable rule to judge of themſelves; by, which hinders 
them from being eſtabliſhed in believing, and from at- 
taining the promiſed peace and joy. . Þ—o 2 
Some may begin to object, what ! are you againſt all 
© lively frames, and ſenſible comforts? No, God forbid. 
I*-would have them ſpring from the right / cauſe, that 


they might be more pure and fixed, than they commonly 


are. God's word and promiſes are an unchangeable 


- + foundation to reſt upon, even when ſenſible feelings are 


gone; becauſe Chriſt revealed in the word, and laid hold 
of in the promiſes, changeth not. Therefore, reader, 


for thinz own fake and for the glory of God, take 


"heed. what thou buildeſt thy faith upon. Beware of 
making any. thing that 1 5 

ground of it, but reſt it upon that which abi deth for 

ever. The word of God is a ſure foundation. It 

- will never fail thee, Thou mayeſt ſafely depend upon 

it, becauſe it cannot be broken, and ſtedfaſtly rely upon 

Chriſt to wake its promiſes good to thee. There is thy 


object. Look at him. And ſince he is thine, thy Sa- 


| 


1 


viour and thy God, make uſe of him as fuch, and truſt 

body and foul, and all things belonging to them, in his 

- hands, and among the reſt, thy comforts. Be content 

be ſhould give them to thee as ſtemeth him good; Set 

not thy heart upon them, nor follow him, as the multi- 

tude did for the ſake of his loaves and fiſhes, and the dain- 

ties that he gave them, who, when theſe were withheld, 

'  ſban forſook their kind benefactor. Thou art by faith 
do make up all thy happineſs in him, and in him only; 


: 
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be 


enſe reports to thee the - 
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6d he himſelf being thine, let him give thee or take away 
what he will beſides, thou haſt enough. What! is not 
this comfort enough, that thou hatt got the pearl of great 
rice, the inſinitely rich, ineftimably precious. Jeius? 

ho has the wiſdom of God to contrive what is beſt for 
the, boundleſs love to diſpoſe him, and almighty power 
to enable him to give it thee; and he has promiſed it; 
canſt thou deſire more ? Walk then with hincby faith, and 


not by ſight. | When the word.of God is the ground of 


thy faith, which reſts there, and is grow to a fixed let - 
tlement, then thou wilt be enabled to go on comfortably, 


whatever thy frames and feelings be; yea, when theſe are ' 


at the 1 ebb, thou wilt nat be thereby diſcouraged. 
Suppoſe thou art walking in darkneſs, thou canſt walk 
ö n faſth, becauſe thou haſt a promiſe: Who is 

among you that walketh in darkneſs and hath no 


Ny light? Let him truſt in che name of the Lord, and 


« ſtay upon his _ ”». Iſa. I. 10. Still let him 

truſt = elieve. uſe God is his God (till. 
Mind * his God ku is bleſſed relation ſtill ſublilts, 

and faith may draw comfort from it in the darkeit hour. 


Suppoſe thou art in hedvineſs through manifold tempta- 


. tions; the word ſays to thee, 4 Heavineſs may endure.for 

- $6 2 — wg Joy cometh in the morning. Here thou 

tb ue eavy heart, and reſt with confidence, 

ek ds Pl by ron ions. Sup- 

EG God hideth his face from thee, thouſhaſt the exam — 
i theſe in the ſame caſe: I will wait the Lord 

«< hideth his face from the houſe of Jacob, and ill dark 


for him, Ia. viii. 17. Wait in faith looking he 


1 "hw, and thou ſhalt ſce the light of his counten 

| Suppoſe all other comforts fail; thou haſt one ſtil}, wor 
more than all. - This. God is my God for ever 
. * ever.---He will never leave me nor forſake me. 
This is the happineſs of the true believer; he is enabled: to 
maintain his confidence; when ſenſible feelings are no 
more. And thou ſeeſt, reader, how this happineſs, is at- 


tained, and how it is preſerved, It is by truſting to 
& change pot, E 


ee 


. 
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© word, to enable thee 0 to deter | 
of Chrift's faithfulneſs 


the ſalvation of thy ſoul. 
V. 13. that a babe in 


2 righteouſneſs 
before them in its f 
- >» ficiency to kita 


the heart to believe unto r 
, Tg ture is called the wo of 


—_— it, un 


* 
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Bod, and his promiſes, all which are in him, 4 2 — 
in him, and in jo, Amen, fulfilled by him. 


Lord help thee fim ly . 


. "Chriſt Fe the fulfilling of it, and then thou wilt i 
; * thou art now ſeeking! in vain, a comfortable 


i diſco 


and wilt be enabled to maintain it againſt all — 


ents of ſenſe, - To that end ſearch the ſerip- 
- tures, Which e are able to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation ; 
and Jet it thy daily requeſt to the Lord, to make thee | 
* ſtrong in Faith, that thou mayeſt nat at his 
miſes throu unbelief, but ma 75 againſt hope beli — 
in hope. bf him, when ' s*contrary to the 
, and not to doubt 


fulfil it---and alk for _ 
to walk every mament by faith, and not by ſight 
the Lord will carry thee on ſafely and eee from 
faith to faith, till thou receive the end of thy faith, even 
May it be ſo. Amen. 
itherto. He fa , Heb. 
Alt is one who is unſkil Fin the 
ha PFF 
ve An 0 = Ve Acc | of 
voured to — 9 boniderances out top 3 
-young beginners, which chiefly ariſe from their unſkiſful- | 
: neſs the word of righteonſneſs: Righteouſneſs. * 
ies rict juſtice, with refpect to God; it is paying 
the full demands of his holy law: in this ſenſe there is 


St. Paul has been mi 


none of us 3 no not one. The God- man Chriſt 


people, came to work out ſuch 
Naurde reveals it, ſets it 
wite freenefs, and in tts infinite ſuf- 
from all things. The word is alfo the 
the hand of the 8 os of beingin them with 
ſneſsz and therefore the 
teohſneſs ; and being 
nifes want of experience in the manage 
aut in the knowledge of the perſon of 
dhe Lard our righteouſneſs,” who is true and very God, 


Jeſus, the fu of his 


means in 


ful in it, 


1 6 x 8 e | 
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N — that it is abſolutely perfect and ever - 
laſtingly meritorious, ſo that any ral mrs If receiving _ "va 
will be not only delivered from 3 the miſeries 
due to lin, but will alſo be entitled to life and glory ; un- 
{kilful in the gift of righteouſneſs, how freely God be- - 
6ws it, nothing being required to make it the finner”s, 
but receiving it, and ——— it is called the righteouſneſs 
of faith: ' becauſe by faith he truſts in it for ſalvation, 
and for all its bleſſings in earth and heaven, and expects 
them as the fruits of rightecuſneſs - -unſkilful in expe- 

| rience, not 8 Nor: to plead this righteouſneſs A 
of conſchence, and of the 
accuſer br: the , af: eser apt to fall into a 
- ſpirit, to be diſtreſſed in their wa between the 
man and the new, and to covet and W a 80d 
ſenſible + um, | the ſure teſtimony of G. | 
his word. of the princi Aifficulties : 
which young e meet with, and they all ariſe from 
their unſkilfulneſs in the word of righteouſneſs ; : and there» 
fore I have particularly conſidered ſome ſcripture motives . 
for removing them out of the way. And after thou haſt 
3 theſe motives, have they been the means of ſettling 
thy judgement, comforting thy conſcience, and ſtrepgthen- 
ing thy faith? Doſt thou ſee more of Chriſt's and 
to ſave thee a ſinner than thou didſt before, and 
therefore canſt truſt him better, and in time Ne 
_ - , more uſe of his Rune), 1 ths LO20Y Oe i 
bim the glory, and may he carry thee on from ſti 
to ſtren ths If, a AY eee ee, 
from reading thus far---what is the reaſon ? Perha — 
art under ſome of the tetuptations here deſcribed. A. Src 
and ſee. And whatever it be, either in do&rine or expe- - 
rience, which hinders the increaſe of thy faith, may the 
Lord diſcover it to thee, and enable thee to overcoine it, 9 9 97 
that thou mayeſt be no longer a babe unſkilful in che word 
© righteouſneſs, but mayeſt aro oak. to be a young man 
ſtron 8 and in the power of his might. 
The apoſtle Paul has ae me how to Ae gong to the, 
babes in u Cbrid; and another 
* * to be . 8 18 be he forts m 
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with matter for the ſecond part of this treatiſe on the Life 
of Faith, 41 have written unto you, you g men, {ays 
he; © becauſe ye are ſtrong, and the word of God bideln 
in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one,” 1 F, 
11. 14. Theſe e young men knew 'the, principles of che 
doQrine of Chriſt ; they were eſtabliſhed. in the belief of 
his Godhead of the infinite ſufficiency of his falyation, 
Os & the free gift of all its. 8 bleſſin; r (nol to 
bum that Wreck not; arid rece nly, and a 
trealured u for the believers uſe Ae of — 
pos to whom he is to bring & nothing 8 recommend him, 
t the promiſe of the * which he then wants, and 
dike upon Chriſt jo ſupply that want. Theſe 
5 men had attained to a good degree of { knowkedge 


q experience in theſe truths. - "Ther be in to be — 

1 the evidence of their union with hriſt clear and 

Aiſtinet, and to improve. it bone communion With him 
| tH all his. offices, | But notwithſtanding their eſtabliſh- 


Peent in thele points, they had many temptations and great 


difhiculties---fill they Knew but in part---ftill they had 
fleſblx corrupt nature to watch oyer and to fight againſt, 
always inclining them to truſt to the'law, to their — 
any thing but Chriſt, and always di ing them 
„Field to che „ 2 of the deyil, and to the allure- 
ients of the world. T bib e. _ of . 
rows hotter and hotter, but they grow ſtron tis 

A gays] character of the young men in to iy 
ng : they have learnt their ſtrength lays, . 

7 pit it forth, 8 down to battle not truſting 

power or mi 1 5 — 
274; and in the of his might. He 
rehgch. Wöben . in like a flood, oj 

5 KG Jeſus they look for ſafety and victory O our God, 
de ce have no might against this great company that 
0 cometh againſt us, neither Ender we what to do, but 
de our eyes are 1 thee.” The abiding fenſe of their 
| n weakneſs keeps them dependent * him, fo — . 
: * more they elo of their he pleſinefs, the {tron 1 Yiey 

ow : becauſe they live more upon Chriſt for hb, 

which illuſtrates _ re OY of the apoſties 


* 


K 
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When I am wegk then am I ſtrong hen I am 
moſt ſenſible of my own weakneſs, then am I ſtron E 

in the Lord; his ſtrength is then perfetted in me. And 
his ſtrength is put forth in the effeftual working of it by 
believing. It is not, neither can it be inherent in them, 

' who iGo Chriſt can do nothing, but it is brought in 

by faith; nor does fairh bring it in to lodge it, or lay it 


I up in ore, till it ſhall be naten, bur when it is wanted, 
faiththen regards the promiſe, looks up to Chriſt to ful- 
fil it, and receives ſtre: out of his fulneſs. And 


being his, freel miſed, and freely given, it is there- 
0 fore called che anger grace. © therefore, my 
( ſon,” fays Paul to Timothy, «© be ſtrong in the grace 
dat is in Chriſt Jeſus. Strong faith gets ſtrong Fance 
from Chriſt, gecording as it is written---< All things 
& are poſſible to him that believeth: for according to 
ais faith it ſhall be done unto him. If his faith reach to 
the full extent of the promiſes, he ſhall find all thin 
paſſible, which God hath promiſed, yea, he ſhall be ab 
_ tg do all things through Chriſt ſtrengthening him. 
 _  Fhis is the life of theſe young men in Chriſt. 
are ſtrong in him, living upon his promiſed ſtrength, and 
dy faith receiving it. They live not upon any thing in 
_ themſelves ; but whatever they ſtand in need of, and what- 
- ever they have a promiſe for, that they expect ſhall be 
2 them by the power of God their Saviour. They 
ſiee themſelves poor helpleſs creatures, full of continua, 
8 - , wants, and no means in their own to ſupply them. 
The ſenſe of this empties them of ſelf-greatnels and- if- 
dependence, and the abiding ſenſe of this keeps them hum- 
ble and dependent upon Chriſt. Thus the Lord teaches 
them bow to live out of themſelves, and to be always re- RY 
_ ceiving out of the Saviour's fulneſs grace for grace. 
_ They have his infinite ſtore-houſe to repair to, in which 
there is treaſured up for them every thing: that they can 
poſſibly want. Happy for them, their God has promiſed 
do ſupply all their need out of the riches of his grace in 
_ Chriſt Jeſus, and by faith they have an abundant ſupply 
_ to the praiſe of that God, who keepeth his promiſe Jas 
„ | 5 | a n . 
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In hin ang is the Lord vnd giver of 1 
1 17 live, yet I. m_ N eth in 


PE They are made Krong in hin 50 Tue Lord is the 
| 4 ene hoof, my life,“ fays the Plalmit, "Pf. een, 1. 
ö That Ufe which 7 live by the faith of the Son of God has 
 "allits ſtrength from Sug: 

Aud is continued by his power 4% For vone can 
j% keep alive his own out,” pF; 2 55 0 It is God 
"ZOE PSI Sar aa] in oY 3 LY to 5 
4 is Kept, by faith---* Ye are yt power o 

2 God thrang ith, . 498 ſtrengtk 


*He believer wants to enüble bim to Bear hardſhip, endure 


the croſs, fight his ſpiritual enemies, daily gain victories 

over them, be expects it from God, and e faith he 

15 receives it, and is kept---yea, ſo kept the bY 

2 As to be con rmed unto the end. He that; is. able to 

= keep believers from fall * Los mem until they re- 

cCeive the, end of their faith e ſalvation of their 

ls. Tbus the liſe which Chriſt begins hy his grace, | 
| F He continues by his'ſtrength ; add every act of this f 
| | 4 mitual Life is from him. © The will, the power is his: 

; | 7 he deeth all, and in all, Theſe young men were ſo Il Te 

wo " aſſured of thts” that 2 85 upon rilt for ſtren h, 

3 and they received it; they were ſtrong in him. Their 

„Faith viewed him in bis exalted ſtate With all power in 


| "uſe. it for them, to make t and'to keep them Allxe to 
How „God. On this power e And*whatever 
_ +: promiſe they had of its ated in their behalf, and 


with the. fulfilling of. it, he never difappointed: — * 
Noe They were made ſtrong, and food falt in the Lord, who 
|, Dever withdrew his ſupporting atm; therefore they never 
- .. ceaſed to put their hehe truſt and confidence” in A N 

9 Wc ehemy ſees them thus ſtron in. the Lord 

1 Bi: Buda, , i fry up His 'Gevitith malice, and bee | 
with envious rage. He leaves no tem 

_untried T5 draw them from Fr = well fe 


=_ +> oe eee e Hee : 
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| " heaven and. earth, and en as their covenant head to 


| I Pleaded 3 N out at the 80 of grace; and truſted” Chriſt 
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nꝛot begin wich temptintg thein to open ſin; tixat vduld at 
7 once diſcover his wick 8 *Buthe artfully tries to ſap 
3 -the foundation, and to weaken their faith. If he can 
mem from their dependence upon Chriſt, he carries hi 
1 pouny 91 too, 22 + rape rw Oh SP , none * 
of every thing; ſuſpect it, let its appearance be ever ſo 
Ant Ray which in the leaſt tends to weaken thy faſt hold 
of Chrift.. | Cleave to him with full purpoſe of heart, as 
T0 Jos 3 es thou liveſt: for the enemy's whole plan is 
__ to; ſeparate thee from him. Formerly he tried to-do this by 
- Uiſtrefling thee about my ſins-- -how they could be par- 
doned whether being ſo great, ſo many, the blood of 
- Ctiriſt could cleanſe from alb: ho thou haſt through be- 
- lieving received forgiveneſs of ſins, he will try to do the 
ſaſne by diſtreſſing thee about thy duties. Sometimes he 
- will try to bring guilt into thy conſcience, by ſuggeſting 
to thee thy many fallings and ſhort comings in them 
the diſorder ot thine imagination - thy wanderings in 
- thy prayers---thy dulneſs in hearihg and reading the 
word - the little life and power thou. findeſt in thine at- 
tendance upon the ordinances - and the coldneſs of thy 
love to God and man. If be can get thee to dwell upon 
theſe things ſo as to forget Chrift, then he has made way 
- for this inſinuation- How cguld it be thus with thee, 
and thou a ſtrang believer? And if he can get thee to 
. 2 upon it, then he has thee faſt, thou art catched/in 
wif $s ſnare . 4 — ** | 2 e o * 3th * 
But if the Lord has taught thee not to be ignorant of 
Satan's devices, as won as the thought ariſes, whether 
thou art in Chriſt, becauſe of ſuch failings, thou wilt 
- know from vhat quarter it comes, and wilt immediate 
reſiſt it. So- that the temptation will make thee" ſta 
faſter: it will drive thee cloſer to Chriſt, make thy de- 
pendenoe ſtronger on his blood and rightevuſneſs 3 put 
- thee upon making more uſe of him as thy interceſſor and 
advocate with the Father, 'and{help thee to lie more dut 
of chyſfelf by faith upon hin. Thus Chriſt becomes 
pPreciqus, thou art more umbled. The fhere is broken, 
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{ — #4 
% #5 
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1 \ relating do thy duties, and chat is from their being unfuc- 
"ceſsful. Thou haſt had ſomething laid much upon thy 
heart, and thou haſt carried it to God in prayer, and thou 
| haſt waited long, but noanſwer coings.. Upon this, Satan 


takes occaſion to ſuggeſt---Now you ſee God does not give 

| Fe N. 2 — aſk and ye 
mall have; the fault cannot be in him, therefore it is plain 
| you are not in his favour ; his 28 do not belong to 
Fou. And if be can chus work ali e . | 
he will ſoon pet} thee into doubting and unbelief. Here 
thou mayeſt fee how all the wiles of Satan tend ta one 
| point; namely, to > thee from Chriſt, and how 
neceſſary then is it, that thou ſhouldeſt have this ſettled 
deyond all queſtion; that Chriſt and thou art one. If this 
| . be maintained in thy conſcience, then Satan's ſtratagem 
| - is defeated: for Chriſt being thine, he will give thee every 
= thing that he has promiſed 3: and although haſt it not 


| 8 Thou ſhalt certainly have it, if his infi ite wiſdom ſees = 


r aſhamed who wait for Ha 


p k 
- 
- 
> 
x # 


angel of: ſeerni to be Chriſt's friend and thine. 
Hs will allow thee to be a child of God, and to be ſtrong 


1 


- 
— 


juſt at the time thou haſt fixed thyſelf, yet he knows beſt. 
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in en The more NN thou art fatisfied of thy 
rove, if thou art 


= — — — r 


—— — 
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now and then — What a — 
2 few there ae thee---to hat an 
_ extiitect ſtate thou haſt attained-->what 8 thou 
hatt overcome -- What vittories: thou - haſt gained over 
Satan -und how. fafe thou art now, faſt u zuende rock } 
And if he finds this pleaſing bait. is not: 
virh a; Get there wt res. me, Satan -thenche : will begin 
to work upon thy ſelf- love, aud to give thee 2 plau< 
: 1 reafons for {elf-admiration; ſo that thau ö 
ts love gk, then fondly love, and at kit facrilegi- 
| bully dote upon thy wonderous attainments.. Thus he 
will lift thes op" with ge, and will try to draw thee 
— his oh crime, and: _— 
ata angerous temptation 2 many have 1 
| known who fell ints it? n 
. ſhall I cſeape it? Mind the firſt approach : far it is comi 
8 upon thee, as ſoon as thou neſt to think of ; 
mere highly than thou oughteſt to think. Thou art.in 
_ thyſelf a poor miſerable helpleſs ſinner, and to this 
moment without Chriſt thou canſt do nothing. Thon 
FR. 8 — nor overcome the weakeft 
1 de ber or in the wa ms ap 


— — wy —U U—äẽjẽ et: ITED 
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thou not think one good 
CO What haſ thou then i be prov „ and 
to ſtir up thy ſelf-admiration? Nothing but ſin. 


| —bumble-abiding ſepſe of. ds tende to. thy ſafety's Toi 

7 While this is ever reſo with — In me, that 1e 
im kenne dwel ming, it will lead thee 
— hve by faith u en Chi for all good — — | 
| pune Bo all his, and received moment A 
bis ift, hos wie be lori arid exalting 

all; and or all; knowing 3 
at ama The Lord — 
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„ 
wile of the devil. 
If thou thalt ſay, alas! 1 am fallen into it; how ſhall 
I recover myſelf? Remember his caſe who! in Me proſ- 
D the favour of the 
had made his mountain to ſtand ſo ſtrong, P/. xxx. 
G25 He was too confident-in himſelf, and was moved. 
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which 
Nb Rog him. He will tempt them 


prone 
7441 


1 


and ſtrengthened, growing ex 
The word, which is the ſole 
a 4 hn 


of 
3 t what he has e- wor 
ing and eise, He ſays, and it is done-- ng and. 
doing are the ſame with him. Let there be ever fo | 
of time between the word ſpoken and the 


A ing 
P be- 
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ma 
futurity, not even the —— of the f ſun to-morrow, fo 
Yr war 4p certain as the accompliſhment of God's 
miſes to him that believeth. Theſe young men in C 2 
: were moſt aſſuredly perſuaded of this — They knew - 
chat heaven and ſhould paſs away before one tittle 
of God's iſes ſhould fail. They le upon them 
all as in Chriſt, in him, yea and in him, 2 
mel ia him, and fulfilled to him, as the head of the body 


; hereby a right gnd title to every 
—8 and may boldly ſue A CS [and of need: and 
then it is Chriſt's office and glory to fulfil the 

If mountains of difficulties ftand in the way, the lever 

need not fear or doubt. Chriſt is upon the throne. | What 
are difficulties againſt his almighty power? Beſides, 


Chriſt has already given him ſecurity, He has put 


into his hands the Ne polible he Mould, f omiſed 


hich p du ma vs particulars : 5 
6 —— lt. 


and title to all the and b of ſalvation: 
. - 2. God was willing out of his infinite mercy to eſta · 
| bliſh their right and title to them beyond diſpute, and to 
put an end to all ſtrife; 


Sn. © Therefore he engaged by promiſe to e them all | 
Sha tandem. hom 2 


- a$_ "A {TREATISE UPON © 
de confirmed the Crowes e ie 
S. It & impoſhible that God ſhould lie in his promiſe, 
or that he ſhould be perjured in his oa; 
6. Theretore here are two immutable things to 
ſtrengthen the faith and hopes of the heirs of promiſe. 


. While their faith resis upon thoſe hnmutable 


things, it will always. bring. them ſtrong conſolation. 


8. When enemies, dangers,” and temptations actack 
b fafe by fleetng for refuge, to lay hold of 


—— | Fel 
e before them in God's immutable promiſes. 
as an anchor to à ſhip. By it chey will ride out all the 
ſitorus of life, until Jeſis their fortrunner bring them 
ne e 
- them into eternal poſſeſſion. of alt the promiſes. ; 
Wich what rich and copious matter does this ſcripture 


_ «abound, 8 abſolute ſafety of reſting 


upon God's promiſes! How ſtrong are the arguments to 
perſuade the heirs of promiſe to put their whole truſt 


having provided an infinitely glorious. and everlaſting 
' - inheritance for them, - was willing to make it over to 
my Which cannot poſſibly change or alter, that their faith 
times be dure ind Redfaſt.: And until he bring them to 
bleſſed promiſes of all things. needful for their temporal 

| only to; live comfortably at preſent, but alſo to receive 
miintenance, till they come to age, and enter upon the 
olſeſſion of the whole. / And what God intended in his 


«:thoje who! have the word of God abjding--in them. 
They caſt their anchor where he commands them, and 


_  and-copfidence; in the faithfulnefs of their: God | who 


might never doubt or waver; and their hope might at all 
the inheritance itſelf, he has given them many ſweet and 
„and ſpiritual eſtate, upon Which he would have them not 


th 
e here will be as uſeful to titem at ſuch times, 


ih, where their anchor ig now caſt, and put 


5 


them in the ſtrongeſt manner of conveyance, and there- 0 
fore he has given them. the pfomiſe and the oath of God, 


Promiiſe and oath; has its effect in a good degree among 


..they. are not only ſafe, but alſo, in time of the greateſt 
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engaged to arm and faith — the folding of his 


Don te When they draw nigh to God in duties, 


in ordinances, know — $ promiſed to them 
chat wait upon him, and they judge him faithful who 
"hath" promiſedz and lo! he is preſent with them. In 
ſhort, while they live like themſelves as heirs of pro- 
mie, they are preſerved from all evil, and want no man- 
ner of thing that is good. This is their ha caſe, 
*thrice j becauſe the means uſed to deprive em of 
their happ neſs are over- ruled by God for the eſtabliſhing 
it. The enemy rages againſt chem, but in vain. He 
was a Hor from the inning: The word is truth, and 
be abode not in it; therefore he hates it, and wich a 
greater hatred, becauſe the Lord has made it the means 
of ſtrengthe > believers. -He knows that all his 
' temptations | be- fruitleſs, while the n_ abideth in 
them. He fears no weapon formed him, like 
te ſword of the ſpirit: he has felt * and its 
power; with it the captain of our ſalvation cut Rahab, 
- and wounded the dragon, and with it all bis good fol 
Adiers reſiſt the devil, and make him flee from them. For 
| *theſe reaſons he has great variety of ' temptations to 
« weaken the believer's truſt in the word, and hi $ reliance 
bes the-promiſes of Gd. 
Sometimes he attacks them in a matter, "where "bis 
' kopes are foutided in their ignorance : he is cunning to 
© . © py out the particular- way in which they have been led, 
Aud their readineſs to, maintain their ground, by making 
uſe of the promiſes ſyited to that way. He reſolves 
therefore upon. ſome new temptation, with which 'they 
"have e and he watches the favourable 
8 it with all his ſtrength. Upon his 
— hecauſe it has 
. ready to to the — _ for want 
ren tlie faith wavers, 
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doubt enters, and Satan carries his point. This demon- __ 
"ſtrates the neceſſity of ſearching the ſeriptures, and medi- 
upon them night 2 day. In them God has 
graciouſly treaſured up all ſorts of promiſes. There is 
-not'n pollible caſe 2 a believer to be in, of ſpiritual or 
concern, but there is a Piece ſuitable to it, 
which he ought to have ready againſt the hour of tempta- 
tion. If be has not, W 
ſion, and lays himſelf open to the enemy”s attack. R 
if thou wouldeſt not be ignorant of Satan's devices, fol- 
lo Chriſt's counſel---Search the ſcriptures „ eee 
22 able to make thee wiſe unto Galvation, through 
in ee 22 1 — oa bt his promiſes--- 
ths mm and to 
— to make as ee pom war mk 'of need. 
If this temptation fail, the enemy will ſon have an- 


other ready. Thave known. him often try, and often 
ſucceed in endeavouring to take off the attention from 
te moſt eaſy parts of ſeripture, and to fix it upon thoſe 


1 hard to be underſtood. Upon thoſe, the 
lie ver dwells too myab, and puzzles him, His head 


gros confuſed. Hd confults commentators, and they 
, confuſe him more, And if he does not fall from hence 


- ſtioning the truth of ſcripture, yet he certainly 


the right uſe of it, Een | 
Deng din es Doe Yrs * Reader, 
avhenever thou art about dit ult texts, look 
- up fo the incarnate and pray him by his ſpirit to 


open thine underſtandi ing, that thou mayeſt know what 


thou readeſt; and if chou ftill doſt not find the meaning 
' of chem made plain to thee, paſs them by for that time. 
Do not puxzle and diſtreſs thyſelf — Whgy Perhaps 
When meet with them again, they will appear 
1 and to con- 


If thou fayeſt, I do look up to hirn to teach | 
I find many: hard :and, difficult binge bur, | 
member thou knoweſt ana ire? ae thou _ 
ſtandeſt in negd-of daily teaching texts are pro- 


+ Hadley they —ů 


. 


— 


the Lord's r 55 


' moſt. The maſter himſelf has declared, „ Whoſoever - 


words, which chou learned and been 


Rr 
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ce teaching of the divine t. The bumbler thou 
art, thou wilt be the 3 The lower thou 
ſitteſt at his feet to hear his words, thou wilt learn the 


_ © ſhall humble himſelf as a little child, the ſame is the 
| + Pn in the ki of heaven. If theſe diffi- 
cult texts thus humble thee, and make thee live more 

—_ Chrift's inwurd teaching, they will be the means 

| thy growth in ſaving knowledge. Thy hearing ant 

. reading the word in a conſtant dependence upon him, 

will keep thee the dangerous errors and herefies of 

times. Moſt of thoſe ariſe from unlearned and unſtable 
men, full of pride and ſelf conceit, whom God reſiſteth; 

but he giveth grace unto the humble. 


If he has given thee grace to hold faſt the 


of ſound 
A thou hal of; the - - 
enemy will charge his attack, and purſue thee with new 
temptations, - Envious of thy happineſs, he will be often 
aſſaulting thee; and trying to move thee from thy ſted- 
s. He will at times inſmuate every lye he 
can raiſe againſt the word of God, and he will not begin 
with reaſon or argument, but by way of ſurprize, win 
ſuddem injection, darting into the mind doubts, like theſe 
 »--How do 1 know. che ſcripture is inſpired ? What 
2 have 17. Aud if theſe be not immediately rejected, 
will follow them like lightening with others: --HOoO—¹w 
can that be inſpired which is full of contradictions, and 
full of do&rines above reaſon? Who can defeud the mat- 
3 
un ---the {cri 1s | | 
Theſe blaſphemous thoughts ſometimes put the believer 
into a hurry and confuſion, and through the fuddenneſs 
and violence of them greatly diſtreſs him. The apoſtle 


darts, becauſe he throws them with all his might againft 
te foulz and fiery, becauſe he would have them to catch 
hold of, and to inflame its corruptions and luſts. And 
they dog if the ſhield of faith be not ready to ftop their 
force, and to quench moo This is a piece of de 
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 armour-of God prepared for the believers f at-ſucke. 
times, and the right uſe of it ts- this. The ra having. 
— rs Oe put their wut in 


a ſhield, the believer looks up when: theſe fiery darts are 
flying thick about him, and ſays - 0 Lord: God of 


3 faithfulneſs and 


N = 
2 
_ 


ve truth ſhould: be my ſhield and buckler,' now eſtabliſh. 
thy word unto thy ſervant. In thee, O my God, do 
«x 2 8 ſave me in this hour of ternptation. 
3 * . Hei Hes — 


1 Na 2 8 151 

w t is written--- Re 

— the 64; Golan ae ace M. 
a but will un. He 

bas other te s and he will try them "all to diſ- 


- . 
7 


theſe things in what way or by:what-means can 


ſuch a promiſe be fulfilled 7 If you begin to reaſon upon 
the point; he will Saen 


anfwer ady. . 2 written.” What God hath faid 


2 41 dur right to them. 
in 1 e "trou- 


and therefore you have been deceivi jour with: avain 
notion of faith. This is a . ion, againſt 
which ſtill „It is written,” - Ty caſe, be it 


What it will, a promiſe, either of ſup rt or deliver.. 


ance 
* * 
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ee Boyer jence fail not, does not 

his ſhew his s to thee? He will have thy 

_ A hs wil put it into the fire, not to con- 

— 22 PF 

nace purer and brighter. And what if thou art in the 

VL * while ? thou wilt ſee more of his tender mer - 

1 gy ha. e 

rp Hong aſt not away 
therefore thy Dk — — The pro- 

_ in it Rand faſter than the * mountains. 34 


the powery' in earth and hell Boule join, they 
not defeat one ſingle tittle of them. When the 
- and all the works therein ſhall be burnt up, — 
of them ſhall be no more found; then the 
fand faſt as the throne of God, and ſhall oe > 
| full and rente accompliſhunent throngh the ages of 
eternity. 5 
| Theſe are ſome of Satan's tem temptations againſt the 
R young men in Chriſt, who are ſtrong, becauſe the word 
f of God abideth in them. His deſign is to weaken their 
8. reliance upon its promiſes, Till he can do this, he de- 
| pairs of ſucceſs; . 
15 1 e wicked cunning — 5 rage en — — 
: | _Duly active fpirit is t \ 
oY rr eee f 
| - toitin the paſableof the fower. While the good ed is 
| ſowing, the devil is indefatigable in picking it up- He 


| -—_— all his wiles to keep ĩt out exec. Among | 
out 


and be prevails with the. greater part to reject it. Amon 

_ - "thoſe, who ſeemingly receive oh cheats three out- 
6 2 ſo that the word does not take root, hor bear fruit 
8 3 Since Satan is thus ſucceſsful, is it not 
4 neceſſary, reader, that thou ſhouldeft be well 
nequazaard with his devices? And the word abiding in 
thee, the ingrafted word, will both make thee acquainted 
r —— becauſe then thou 

wilt be taught by s wiſdom, and eto in he Tſe of 
his almighty power. As thou ; 
my want of bim, and liveſt in 2 dependence 
Ne e more of 3 — : 
G 3. 


— 


tz L — pnok- | 
| rience more of his power. By which 


 my's. continual attacks gh, Pc | 
ful oe: his promiſes, wi 
ale. the ruaring lion rage, what haſt thou to fear? 
Let him 5 about 4 hom be may devoury. the 
Lord is thy ſhield and thy defence: in bim is thy: truſt. 
Thou haſt his omiſe, that he will preſerve thee from 
all evil, 8 5 6 
Tage again wor ether ow 
dear and precious then mand word s God be to 
dhee! ep art weak, becauſe it is 33 
8 heing nouriſhed up; and if thou urt itro Os 
uſe ee bg ng in thee, thou wilt. he eſtabli 
. it WP thy ſtudy and thy delight, -and may „ 
ing of it bring chee to a better acquaintance with, 9 5 
and a greater dependence upon, the adorable. Jeſus. Aud pn Wh 
if thou def deſireſt thus to profit from the ſcriptutgs, I Would 
adviſe thee, reader, to obſerve two things, which will de Pay 
much for Chriſt's, glory, and for thy edification.. -. |} 
Firſt, in thy frequent and careful peraſat of the Bible, 
(and mind, thou canſt not read it too much) take particular 
9 Bodies of the promiſes, which are moſt ſuitec to R e, 
tate, and ere in gh} -becauſe theſe God has gra-. 
| % ciouſiy made for thy and about * the enemy 
3 but wth dle. . | 
eee and have them ready a | 


„0 | 25 
_ Secomdly, i hv for the fulflng of them. the 
| promiles are made in him, and made good by him; mou 
art therefore in an humble — 0 upon his faith 
fulneſs and power eg, tever. thou wanteſt, and 
de hap promuted, 8 . and he will not fail thee, 1 

not at any of his promiſes pe mae the-ſeeming By 

- . . impoliibility of their being made good 1 | 
bis almighty power, and thou wilt Ae an . ful 
= eeping God, whoſe-word ftandeth faſt for ever 


Thus thou ſhalt not ont) be ffe bn ſhale ae ge 
N + eome:the-wicked one, whictr the apoſtle John e 


= laſt gart. of W e Lord. 
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the amb, and pn the . K. of hes” ae 
Thron ab pb in his blood they were pardoned an 4. 
\ tified RING they Knew Be in him they had right- 
eouſneſs — ngth, therefore they were at peace with 
© God, and the accuſer of the 1 3 * could not hy any 
4 to their charge; Thus they were delivered from 
, and. tranſlated into tlie kingdom of God's 
we.) wap ſon; and they teſtified this by adhering to the wotd 
of truth. They believed that Whenever Chriſt had 
_ romiſed, he would fulfil to them, and they bore their 
imony to their being ſafe in depending upon his word 
in the moſt. trying circumſtances. They would not give 
© Itup whatever they loſt for truſting to it? nay, they ſtuck 
-* Redifitly in its truth, although it coſt them their lives for 
| maintaining their teſtimony : for it is ſaid of them, 40 — 
4 fſopedl not their lives unto the death, that is; Ne Os 
- "the truth more than life, they were not afraid — fu 
- ©. own, that their truſt and confidence was in the Ulood 
Lab; — and they believed ws ſhould be infinite and ever 


£1 Shag gigs Dy holding faſt the word of their ee ; 
hh unfo death d the Lord was db 1 mightily | 
- firengthened them, ſo that they ſealed their teſti- 


mon. with their blood, Ade 15 in flames, and 
in the moſt,exquiſite tormen oh Thus they ovetcame 
Satan. An innumerable” ö thoſe con uerors | 
die no Randing round the throne of the Lamb, ing 
is exceed En pond 3 2s : he has crown- 
e them wi Ty hab tha thin with robes 
 _*"., waſhed and ——4 bits] in his = Pied. 4 has 
. Sway All tears from their eyes, and taken QI cauſe of for- 
ron from their hearts - -he has put paſms i1 1 
to ſhew that they are eternal conquerors, and _—_ | 
— ſhall ftand confirmed 1 bliſs for ever and i 


19 e Jong,,Joip Yin x Aud 
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Kappy time come, may our faith be daily more eſtabliſh. 
| ed in the blood and righteouſneſs. of the lamb of God, 


that we may be growing in our love to him, and in our de- 


pendence upon him, until he admit us to ſee him as he is. 


hrough much exerciſe and fighting theſe young men, 


- ſtrong and mighty in the ſcriptures up to be fa 
in Chri Fa ht is dn rt by oe Gedile 


John, 1 Epiſ. ii. 14. I have written unto you, fathers, 


As becauſe ye have known. him that is from the begin- 
+: oo ay Alger nag Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe ſtile and title it is 
to be the 


inning, as he himſelf ſpeaks in' Prove 


viii. aa, 23. The Lord ſſed me in the beginning 

of his way, before his works of old, I was ſet up from 
everlaſting, from the beginning, or ere the earth was. 
He was a perſon in the Godhead, coequal and coeternal 

with the Father, but was ſet up in his office-charafter 
- — from everlaſting to be the. beginning of the ways and 
works of God, Upon account of what he was ta do 


and ſuffer in man's nature according to'the terms of the 


.. covenant of the ever-bleſſed Trinity, he was the creator, 
and is the preſerver of the univerſe : for by him were all 
; Tongs created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
. Viſible and inviſible, and by him all things ſubſiſt; and 
he is the beginning, the firſt cauſe of all things in nature, 
. and alſo in grace, the head of the body of the church. 
In the Gme manner our Lord ſpeaks of himſelf, Rew. i. 


Vi. © T am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, faith the Lord, which is, and which was, and 
. . « which is, to,come, the Almighty.” He is in and from 
- the beginning, being the firſt cauſe of all the divine works 
in the creation, in providence, and in redemption, the 
author and the finiſher, the firſt and the laſt in all, which 
- ſhews the great propriety of deſcribing him here by this 
A 


name. The 


7 _ of the higheſt ſtate of a 
believer, and he fays, it. conſiſts in knowing that Jeſus | 
* Chriſt is all and in all. Whatever good there is in his 

x 2 of nature, from him it had its beginning, and 
d it is preſerved ; Whatever good there is in his 
Kingdom of grace, be is the author of it; by his power 1 

- U n continued; and when brought to perfection he is £4 8 
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finiſher, He is the 79 he is che ending of all the | 
cbunſels, and of all the works of God. In his 1 ht 
theſe fathers had learned to conſider the Lord Jeſus : 1. 
Knew that he was to do all for them, and in them, NN 
* they not only knew it ſpeculatively, but had 
o experimental knowledge of it; „ye haye Known 
<& him that is from the beginning, have known him, 
and found him to be what His name ſignifles. And this, 
is the right knowledge of Chriſt not ſuch as the devil 
has; he could lay, L 2 thee who thou art, the hol: one 
of God---not nas tho many nominal Sun ave, 
who- profeſs that they — on Ooh but in wats, x rep 
im- not ſuch as many profeſſyrs e fo 
had been better nat to have known the way of be 
neſs, than after they had known it to turn from it. 
fathers knew Chriſt by-the inward OS of "Mb. 2 
and, ſpirit, whereby be made himſelf known to 3 
Es not to others. For he fulfilled-to.them, th e 
iſe of the new covenant -I will give them an I 
to know me, that I am ti Lot, td hey Bal 
15 my people, and 1 will be their God, Fer. Wix. Tr 
© covenant is well ordered in all things, and fure, E. 
ticularly with reſpect to the quickening of the ſoul 
death. in treſpa es - and fins, and to je renewing of | 
. faculties; dale way be capable of knowing God Ce 
| the enli ening. them, that the light of. e lorious 
ſpel of Mil Way. 142 win 15 even 45 che 
enlivening it LI 9 n. to 
to the offices, and to the g ＋ TT 
umanuel. Whbereby the believer Thus taught of Sed 
o know hin af ht, an doe truſt him, hope n him, 
; him; j hie Yraces are- ſtrengthened. the. con- | 
tion of God's ftandipg related to Jim as his cove- 
God, and of his 4 of God 
ye; from which relations he has a right wy 19 
may dez eyer y N in UNS; and th 2 2 
partaker of them ell in eternity. BY ute is the Fnowmie, 
c6ncerhing which ſo man ' 
Fpoken in ſcripture, and Go St. Tak . 1 c fa. 
hers had reared: * axtained by the ſpirit. of 


7 * 


| be continuall 


F-. A TREATISE UPON 


wiſdom and revelation to that knowledge of Chriſt, 
which is life eternal; and the ſame ſpirit enabled them to 


Is growing and increaſing in the Knowledge | 
of Chriſt. As he ſhines more clearly into their hearts, 
he diſcovers to them more of their wants. He makes 
them. better acquainted with themſelves, and lets them 
feel more of the workings of their corrupt nature, and of. 
2 entire helpleſineſs. Thus by his light they ſee | 
p. into = {pry of 1 iniquity ty which is in tem, 
ſenſe and experience of i it all their 
lives, Day by day, ſome failing, mort coming, infir- 
rity or froaptaBon, leads them to more lowly and hum- | 
bling views of themſelves, and brings them freſh diſto- 
veries-of their fallen and helpleſs ſtate, While they at- - 
tend to what i is paſſing in their own breaſts, moment 
will be ſpeaking far Chriſt---< Without me 
« ye can do nothing,” | It is this abiding ſenſe of their 
Wants, and faith in his iſes to fupply them, which 
lead them to be conſtantly looking unto Jenes, Many 
wants do not diſcourage them, for his promiſes are as 
many as their wants can be- --nor great wants, for he 
has given them exceeding promiſes nor continual = 
, S N every moment. 


As they themſelves, ſee 
more of living upon Chriſt in the or wel 
Which he ſuſtains, dail 


have of their own ignorance, Ved Aeg, and and helps 
leflneſs, endear to them their divine prophet, prieſt, and 
king. The continual ſenſe of their want of him makes 
eee 


_ fulneſs, aud to be always receiving dut of it. They 
would not live oth „if they could. They know 
7 


that their dear EO Ons 
th e 


he 4 
no miſtakes... s infinite love is guided by unerring 
wiſdom, and its bleſſings are - by almighty 

Happ for them, Feast. theirs are under ti 
this of friends. They know it, and 


ſenlible of their happineſs. * 


| | fe 5 the 6 Lnowiedgs of Chriſt, but they are going on to 


* 


= | . 
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chem freſh-proofs of the love and power of Jeſus ; which 
makes them wiſh for more, ſtill more faith, that they 
may glorify their bleſſed Saviour by truſting him more. 
However, in this they are growing, increaſing day by day 
in their wee of the ſalvation, and gaining a cloſer 
acquaintance and fellowſhip with the ren od their 
Saviour, until they come to ſee him as he is. | 
This is the character of thoſe believers who are ſted- 
faſt in the faith, and are become fathers, able now to 
teach others alſo. They have attained to that knowledge 
of Chriſt, which is life eternal, and they are daily preſſing 
forward. What they already know of him increaſes 
- their defire to know more. by being always con- 


| thout him they can do nothing) 


© verſant with ins (fe 
they have continnal opp ities of making new diſco- 
veries. In him are laid up treaſures of every thing that 
is great and good. His riches are unſearchable, 15 nite, 
_- eternal. Thy, ny coming to — I. them. 
Believers are perſuaded of it, efore try to 
dig deep inta this golden mine. 1 K all theirs, The 
. farther they go, the more is their faith ſtrengthened, and 
- the more precious Chriſt becomes: for they find ſuch an 
© excellency in the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus their Lord, 
© that their ſouls hunger thirſt to know more of him. 
The more they attain, the more the appetite increaſes, 
and nothing can perfectly ſatisfy it, but the full enjoy- 
ment of Chriſt in glory, when oy al know, even as 
- * -alfs they are known. Till that bleſſed time come, they 
Will be growing in grace, and in the knowledge of God 
Ca Ga I 
= This is in ing mat eſe fathers; | 
are preſſing forward. They have not yet attained to- 


x ection: and they make an happy „ Go 
meets them in, and bleſſes the means which he has ap- 
©, pointed for their daily growth. In thoſe, he requires 
dem to depend and to wait upon him, and he gives them 
Feulesxer diſcoveries of the. adorable perſon, and of the 
cieus offices of the Lord Chriſt, and thereby enables 
tem to live more by faith upon him for all things be- 


» 4a Con OG DA e 1 SOIT 6 IIs Is > es 


8 3 5 bern vrox 
"longing 6 . 8 their ſpiritual,” and their eternal 
"Concerns. articulars will Include the principal 
.afts of the A of Sf 
of them, may every page, reader, be made the means of 
" Incke; and ſtrengthening thy Faith in the Lord Jeſus. 
"Firſt, they grow in *the knowledge of his perſon, 
Which is altogether wonderful; ſo that they can never 
come to the end of his perfeRions, nor to etergity can 
3 . they ſh&w forth all his raiſe 3 for e is God and man in 
INE eee 
* * $ is the t myltery o ineſs, ma- 
Fan fleſh: Ried he TR 1 us, that he 
Wes N ſecond in who | is the Lord from hea- 
ven, 85 'the firſt Ao 1 in had ruined all thoſe 
o are born of him after 


5 W Tave all thoſe who 1 7 — of him after the ſpirit. 


And for this end, power in heaven and earth 
"Eomninted to him; 15 x. Elaefs, 92s the fulneſs of 


Godhead deins in him, that he 7 8 be the 9 
53 the body * church; and that out of his Pang is 
members might be receivit grace in time, an 
e Of this e Il the 3 o ug Lo 


. © ſpoken et the world began; and Shar they have N 


in many words, the apo ſums up i in a ſhort deſcripti 


"Col. i. 15, Oe. Where he is tteating of that perſon 4 


* 5 Godhead, who cavenanted to come into the world to 
Aye finners; * who is che image of the inviſible. God, 
© «the örſt born of every creature: for by him were, all 

16 — $ created that are in heaven, and that are on earth, 

& viſible and inviſible, B they be thrones or do- 

20 minions, or prince | urn or powers, all things were 

Lc ces him and for him, and be is before all thipgs, 

and by Him all thin > N Aud he Ne of 

1 5 the church, who is the beginning 
1 born from the dead, that in all thi 8 J lake 


| * the'pre-eminehce, for it pleaked the ather FEE . — : 


e ſhould all fulneſs dwell.” In nich words theſe three 

iorious” truths are declared of Chriſt Jefus; firſt," that 

be created all thi * viſible'and jpvivible; ſecondly, that 
"IM | Nin by the word of His power; 


aith, and N we take a ſhort vier: 


ech; ſo the ſecond Adam 


tenſrve- - My 
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that he has redeemed unto himſelf a peculiar- people. 


through his own blood, who are his church, ahd he is to 
them what the head is to the body, the head of authority, 


the firſt in rank and dignity, and the head of influence, 


from whom life and motion and ſenſe are communicated 


to all his members: for in him they live and move and 
have their being. In all things he is firſt or has the pre- 


eminence; he is Jehovah the creator and the preſerver of 
all things, Jehovah incarnate, the head of his church, and 
the ſaviour of the body. This is the bleſſed object of 


faith: and what can there be conceived beautiful, uſeful, 
or happy, what excellency is there or perfection, which 
is not in its higheſt degree in this moſt adorable God- 
man? What can a believer want, what can his heart de- 


fire, which is not here treaſured up for his uſe ? Here is 


, a ſurety perfectly qualified, as man to act and ſuffer for 


man, as God to merit infinitely and eternally by what 


he did and ſuffered, and as God-man he has now all ful- 


neſs of wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and holineſs, and 
ſtrength, and every thing needful for his people's hap- 


pineſs. Whither then ſhould they go, but to him for 


every grace and 4 And to him they repair, ac- 
cording to the command---** Look unto me, and be 
« ſaved, all the ends of the earth, Iſai. xlv. 22. T 


promiſe to them, who are looking unto him, is very ex- 
5 God ſhall ſupply all your need accord- 


«'ing to his riches in glory by Chriſt Jeſus,” Phil. iv. 
19. By him they expect a continual ſupply of all their 


temporal and ſpiritual needs, and therefore on. him they 


man, and receiving. ſomething out of his. falneſs, to 
ſtrengthen their hopes, and to inflame their affections. 
He will grow more lovely in their ſight, freſh beauties 
will diſcover themſelves, new worlds of delight will ap- 


® - 


pe for all the glories of heaven and earth ſhine in their 


Neſt luſtre in his perſon. The believer ſes them at pre- 
ſent: for by faith he can fee him that is inviſible; and 


i 


would have their eyes ever fixt, looking unto Jeſus. | 
While by faith their eyes are kept ſteady upon him, they 
will be diſcovering ſ nething new in this wonderful God- 


| akhough! be has not ſuch a perfeRt viſion"as they bat 
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_who ſtanding round his throne ſee him face to face, yet 
he hopes to enjoy it {oon : and he has even now this pe- 
culiar pleaſure in viewing the glories of his God and ba- 
viour, that he can truly ſay of him- -C this is my be- 
« loved and my friend, here I fix, and on him I reſt; 
I went-to look no where elſe for any good, ſince it all 
meets and centres in one object: for it hath pleaſed the 
Father and the eternal Spirit, that all fulneſs ſhould dwell 
ip the Son of God 1 he is my beloved Saviour, and 
my deareſt friend ; he is the chie among ten thouſand in 
£ uy affection; yea, he is altogether lovely. The more 
| I live by faith upon him, the more I love him: for I ex- 
perience ſuch tender compaſſion in his heart, and ſuch a 
ind concern for me and my intereſt, that the love of 
Chriſt conſtrains me to love him again. He endears his 
perſon to me by continual favours. I do love him, but 
not ſo much as he deſerves. | I would increaſe, and 
abound more and more in love to him, as his mercies in- 
creaſe and abound to me; but x grateful ſenſe of them, 
and love to him for them, are his on gifts, for which, 
as well as for his mercies, I muſt be content to be in- 
daiebted to him for ever and ever. Lord ! ſhed more of thy 
precious love abroad in my heart; enlarge it in true af- 


\ \ 


4 


estion to thee, and make all that is within me bleſs thy 
JJ | 
3 Reader, ſtop a little here, and conſider. Art thou 
done of theſe believers ? Haſt thou a warm heart for the 
perſon of Chat? Doſt thou ge in him, and in its higheſt 
degree, every thing that is, lovely; and art thou growing 
and abounding in love to him? If this be thy preſent 
happineſs, thou wilt find man eee motives to in- 
treaſe it in the 45th and 724 Palms. ead them, and 
. fee whether thou canſt ſo mix faith with what is ſaid in 
them of the incarnate God, as to conclude with Dayid--- 
„ Whom have 1 in heaven, brit thee, and there is none 
de upon earth, that I deſire beſides If thy heart 
be thus enamoured with. his love, then thou got a 
key to the took of Canticles; for thou art the ſpouſe of 
Chriſt, Sous thou experience what is therein ſaid of 
che glories of thy heavenly bridegroum! and mayeſt thou 
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grow in love to his adorable pa by finding continual 
tokens of his love to thy foul in the ſeveral offices which 
he ſuſtains for the diſpenſing of his favours ! In theſe 
offices he is always endearihg himſelf to his people. 
And this is the a 

Second thing, whereby the fathers in Cluiſt grow in 
the knowledge of him. There is not a want, which fin 
has bronght u believers, but there is an office in 
Chriſt, where it may be ſupplied: and the ſenſe and 
feeling of that want, leading them to truſt in him upon 
the warrant of his word and promiſe, will certainly bring 


them a fupply in the hour of need. His offices are many, 


but they may be all included in theſe five. He is 
ſaviour, the = ag the prieſt, the king, and the advo- 
cate of his people. -. | ct 
The Sa viob, Jeſus, a dear name, deſcriptive of his 
infinite grace, and ſweetly ſuited to the finner's wants, 
Whatever pollution or guilt he has contracted ;z whatever 
miſery he deſerves to ſuffer in time or in eternity, Jeſus 
is Jehovah, almighty to ſave him: for he was called Je- 
ſus, becauſe he was to ſave his people from their ſins. 
Whatever they ſtand in need of to make them happy, 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, holineſs, comfort or ſtrength, it 
is all in the fulneſs of Jeſus, freely promiſed, and by faith 
received, as it is written, . Ye are ſaved freely by 
«through faith,” and ſaved for ever: for Jeſus is the 
author of eternal ſalvation, The ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect in glory, are faid to be crying with a loud 


voice Salvation to our God, who ſitteth upon the 


s throne, and to the lamb. for ever and ever. 80 that 
the name Jeſus, is dear and precious to the faints in he- 
ven; they are happily employed in aſeribing the glory of 
their eternal ſalvation to the lamb of God. And the 
believer has at preſent a part of their happineſs : for Jeſus 
is his Saviour. He can truſt him for all the promiſed 
bleſſings of his ſalvation, and live by faith upon him for 
the receiving them. As moment ſome of them 
are wanted, fo the ſaviourꝰ's love in beſtowing them is more 
experienced; faith in him is thereby ſtrengthened, and 
love to him increaſed, 8 graces will de conti- 
85 RG 
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nually growing, while the belieyer views the ſtate of guilt 
and miſery from which Jefus has ſaved him, the ſtate of 
ſafety in which he has placed him, and the bleſſings which 
he has promiſed him in life and death and in eternity. 
Muſt not ſuch a ſaviour become more precious for con- 
tinuing day by day ſuch free and unmerited benefits? 
And who can receive them, ſenſible of his unworthineſs, 
without rejoicing in ſuch a ſalvation, and admiripg and 
adoring the goodneſs of the faviour ? Oh! moſt bleſſed 
- Jeſus, increaſe the faith of thy people, that they may 
glorify thee more by depending upon thee for all the pro- 
miſed bleſſings of thy falvation. Tesch them how to 
do this as the great | þ | | 
Porr of the houſe of God. This is another of 
his gracious offices, ſuited to the ignorance of his peo- 
le: for when fin ſeparated them from God, they then 
oft the light of life, and had no means left in their own 
power to diſcover God and the things of God. Hear 
What two infallible witneſſes ſay to this fact There 
“is none that underſtandeth, there is none that ſeeketh 
d after God.“ Mind, here is no exception, the pro- 
phet knew not one; neither did the aàpoſtle - All 
4 the gentiles had the underftanding darkened, being 
< alienated from the life of God through the ignorance 
sc that is in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their heart. 
To man in this ſtate of ignorance, what could be ſo ſuit- 
able as a prophet? And what prophet like him, who 
being God is poſſeſſed of infinite wiſdom, and being 
God-man has that infinite wiſdom for his up -2afþ uſe ? 


He was made unto them wiſdom, that by his divine 


teaching he might enlighten their underſtandings, and 
by leading them into all truth, might make them, wiſe 
_ unto falyation,. He begins his teaching with diſcavering 

to them their ignorance, which is a hard leſſon to learn; 
but he uſes fuch alien . Le ee an _ 
rity, that hy degrees he ſubdues their pride, and makes 
PL willing to fit at his feet to ber . This is 


dhe humble poſture of all his true diſciples, They receive 


him by faith for their teacher, convinced that without . 


dim they gan learn nothing which belongs to 188 
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and having been for ſome time under his teaching, they _. 


gro more ſenſible of their want of it. He diſcovers to 
them more of their ignorance, and thereby brings them 
to a cloſer dependence upon him for wiſdom. And that 
is the way they riſe in his ſchool. Whoever is the moſt 
humble and teachable, he is the greateſt in the kingdom 


of heaven. The abiding ſenſe of his ſtanding in need of 


the divine prophet every moment makes him the higheſt 
ſcholar. And the Lord keeps him in this dependent ſtate, 


waiting upon him for his continual inftru&ion, in hearing 


and reading the word, and in for the enlightening 


= pirit to make the wordeffe&tual. The great prophet could 


| 


teach without theſe means, but he has commanded us in 
the uſe of them to wait upon him: for in them he has pro- 


miſed to meet and bleſs. his people, and for the fulfilling - 


of his promiſe they wait, Chriſt's preſence they look for 
in the ule of all means, and they find it. He teaches 
them, how liable they are to err, how little they know, 
_ how ſoon they forget; and thus they grow in a depen- 
dence upon, and in love to, their divine teacher. nd 
as all the treaſures of wiſdan and knowledge are in him, 
and they can kno at preſent but in part, they therefore 
will be waiting upon him for more, ſtill more knowledge; 
and he anſwers his character - -he teaches them wiſdom. 
He ſhews them dangers, diſcovers to them the devices of 


Satan, guards them againſt the errors and hereſies of the 
day, makes manifeſt the ſnares of the world, and in all 
reſpects fulfils to them the office of an infallible 2 


2 for he keeps them from reſting upon any 
foundation, and enables them to build all their hopes of 
— 8 with God upon the atonement made by the 
; JEM of our p! ton Chriſt Jeſus. This is 
his chief office, He is our prophet, to teach us our 
guilty helpleſs ſtate, and to bring as to rely upon 
him to fave us from it, by being our'prieſt. We have 


all finned, and have incurred the pains and penalties, 
due to fin. We are all juſtiy liable to the ſuffer- 


ings and death, to the curſe, and to the ſeparation from 
God, threatened in his m_ to trangreſſors, and we have 
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no means in our on power to eſcape them. How full 
\\ then of grace and love was the heart of our bleſſed Im- 
manuel, that he would vouchſafe to be a prieſt to offer 
gifts and ſacrifices for fin? His gifts were infinitely pre- 
Cious - -he gave himſelf for us, the gift of his etern - 
head, the gift of his immaculate manhood, body and 
ſoul, in which he obeyed perfectly, and ſo magnified the 
law, that it may be eternally honourable in admitting 
fthoſe who have ſinned into heaven - the gift of his pre- 
vailing prayer for all that ſhall believe in him to the end 
of the world---and the gift of his body and ſoul to be 
once offered for fin, in the place and in the ſtead of fin- 
ners, as it is written, . He ſuffered once for ſins, the juſt 
for the unjuſt, that he might bring us unto God---He 
died for our fins according to the ſeriptures- He was 
t made a curſe for us, that he might redeem us from the 
s curſe of the law, and that-we who ſometimes were afar 
« off might be made nigh. by his blood, and might 
* through him have acceſs by one ſpirit unto the father. 
In theſe moſt precious gifts, in this everlaſtingly merito- 
| ious facrifice, conſiſts the offic of our divine prieſt; and 
upon him the believer reſts.” He is enabled upon this 
foundation to build all his hopes of acceptance, The 
. t atonement made by Jeſus's obedience unto death 
is all his ſalvation, and all his deſite---all his falvation : - 
for he looks no where elſe, but to. Jeſus and him cruci- | 
fed he depends upon nothing elle to fave him from ſuf- 
. fering and death, from the curſe of the law, and from 
being etenally ſeparated from God. Aud this is all his 
© defire<--to get a cloſer acquaintance, and more intimate 
communion, with the cxucified Jeſus. This is his one | 
ſtudy and delight.---I have determined, ſays he, to know 1 * 
nothing but Jeſus, by whom I have now received the 
atonement. God forbid that I ſhould glory, except in 
the croſs of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I would look upon 
all other things as drofs and dung, compared to the ex- 
- cellency of the knowledge of that one offering, by which 
be hath perfected for ever them that are ſanctified. In 
- this tis rieſtly office, bleeding and dying for me, he is | 
deyond deſcription, beyond conception, full of grace and 
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3 THE LIFE OF FAITH. 42%: 
truth; and daily he becomes -more lovely in mine eyes. 
As I diſcover more of the exceeding knfulneſs of my 
heart-and life, my meritorious prieſt grows more dear to 
me: I reſt more ſafely on his atonement, ſatisfied of its 
infinite ſufficiency to bring me near to God, And find- 
ing my faith and hopes eſtabliſned in it, and through it 
a free acceſs to the father, Jeſus the ſacrificed lamb of 
God becomes day by day more precious to my heart. 
His blood and righteouſneſs are the continual rejoicing a 
of my ſoul. Oh! how happy am I in this my oy 55 
2 for now, even now, have I redemption in his 
lood, the forgiveneſs of ſins---I am fate from the 
deſtroying angel under the blood of ſprinkling, and 
have alſo boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the blood of 
Jeſus. Daily do I experience more of the riches of his 
grace, comforting, ſtrengthening, and ſanctifying me 
_ through faith in his moſt precious blood. Through this 
he faves me from hell, through this he beſtows upon me 
heaven, and for this ſhall ba my ſong of everlaſting praiſe. 


Dnto him who hath thus exceedingly loved me, and hath 


waſhed me from my ſins in his own blood, and hath made 
me, the vileſt of ſinners, a king and a prieſt (amazing 
2 unto, God and his Father; to him be glory and 
minion for ever and ever. Aen. p 

© Theſe are the breathings of the believing ſoul, now be- 

_ comewell-grounded upon the atonement, and living upon 
the prieſtly office of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for peace and 
joy, and expecting to be eſtabliſhed in them continually . 


by his power, which makes another of his offices nete? 


fary : for ſome corruption or enemy, temptation or trou- 
ble, will be always trying to draw the eye of faith from 
looking unto Jetus, the high prieſt of our profeſſion, and 
ſuch is the beliver's helpleſſneſs, that he could not be fix - 
ed a moment, was not Jeſus a prieſt upon his throne, al - 
mighty to make all his enemies his fout-ſtool, and to rule 
in and over his people as their _ 2 
Kix. In this relation he exceedingly endears him- 
ſelf to them: for they are in themſelves weak and help- 
leſs. They are without ſtrength to reſiſt the leaſt tempta- 
tion, or to overcome the weakeſt enemy. They cannot 


— — . == 


2 niſtered, and knit together, increaſe | 
of God. And for the miniſterin a, proper nouriſhment 
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| : of of OG 2 one corruption, or t the victory 


r the Neither can they perform one act of 
1 ite. They cannot or grÞ nor keep themſelves 
alive to God by-any oF mates their own : for without 
Chriſt can * ing. hot mercifully then is his 


_ ingly office ſuited to their weakneſs. He is the great 


King over all the earth, as God; but he has a peculiar 


rule in and over believers as. God-man, the head of the 
body the church: to which he is connected by. as cloſe 


and near a bond, as the members of the body are with 


che head. He is the firſt in dignity, as the head is, and 
in all things has the pre-eminence ; and what the na- 


tural head is to its mem the ee is he to the members 


of his myſtical body: for he is the head, from which all 


the body, by joints and bands, havin ng * 8 
wi inc 8 


and influence to his members, he has all power in heaven 


and earth given unto him. He is the Lord d God omnipo- - 
tent, whoſe kingdom ruleth over all. It is not an outward 


ching, like the Kingdoms of the world; but, ſays he, the ; 


kingdom of God is within you. He ſets it up within, in 
the hearts of his people, and there he ſways the ſceptre of 


his ee al the evils within, and conquering 

all the enemies wi out, by his almighty arm, He takes 
them and theirs under his royal protection, and — 
all their matters for them, hor he bring them is 
„ unto eternal falvation- The power is bis; . 

y faith it becomes theirs. When they find themſelves 


| kelpleſs and without ftrength, then they look up to him 
_ to Wen them Ae in the Lord, and by faith reſt upon 
5 ch, and there receive whatever de- 
— of it is need at that time, Thus they live by faith - 


upon their almight each. Bed and't lorify him b weed 
ing in him Beſs : bes 


La! experience e 
more ſenſible a their wea kneſs. an to live ae | 
out of themſelves upon him. They find the ſafety, the 
comfort of this, They fee it is far better for tho to be 
dependent than that n Chriſt, that his power may reſt upon 
t they Wee be ſtrong in themſelves : and 
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therefore they rejoice, they take pleaſure in their own 


| weakneſs, becauſe it illuſtrates and magnifies the power 


of Chriſt, who does all for them, and in them. 
Hear one of thoſe happy believers thus deſcribing his 
caſe. I was caught up, ſays he, into the third heavens, 
into paradiſe, and I heard there unſpeakable words, which 
it is not poſſible for a man to utter; and leſt I ſhould 
be exalt 
revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the fleſh, 
the meſſenger of Satan to buffet me, leſt I ſhould. be 
exalted above ; meaſure; for this thing I beſought the 


Lord thrice that he would take it away from me. And 


he ſaid unto me, My grace is fufficient for thee---My 
grace is ſufficient to ſanctify this croſs, and to ſupport 
thee under it; it will be for my glory and for ty good 
it ſhould be continued: becauſe my itrength is made per- 
fect in weakneſs -The weaker thou art, the more will 
my ſtrength be magnified in bearing thee up, until faith 


and patience have their perfect work. This divine an- 
King -fatisfied me, and I have 


ſwer from my Lord 
for fourteen years had ſweet experience of the truth of 
it. I am a witneſs to the all-ſufficiency of Jeſus's grace; 
but never have I found ſo much of it, as when I have 
been the moſt helpleſs in myſelf; and therefore moſt 
gladly will I glory in my infirmities and weakneſſes, 
that. the power of Chriſt may reſt upon me, that his 
power may be continually glorified by my Ying cu 
depending upon him for it; and that I may have f 


evidence of Chriſt's power working mightily in me. | 


Since the Lord is thus become my ſtrength, I. take 
pleaſure in infirmities, in reproaches, in neceſſities, in 
rſecutions, in diſtreſſes, for Chriſt's fake, in whatever 
ſuffer for him ani his cauſe ; for when I am weak then 
am I ftrong---weak in wyſelf, ſtrong in the Lord; 
ſtronger in him, the more ſenſible I am of my own weak- 
neſs, and then ſtrongeſt of all, when finding I can do 


nothing, I live by faith upon him to do all for me. In 


this ſtate of weakneſs and dependence I glory, I take 
prey pleaſure in it ; becauſe it honours fe kingly of- 
ce of my Lord Chriſt, and makes it plain to myſelf and 
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| bleſſed whoſe ſtrength is in t 
in faith, Surely, in the Lord have I ſtrength? And what 
_ hinders thee 8 


to ſee it carri 
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others, that he keeps me every moment by his mighty 


: for ſince I can do nothing, the excellency of 
the which does all in me and by me, appears evi- 


_ dently to be of God, and not of man. 


Reader, is not this an happy caſe ? Is not that man 
Lord, and who can ſay 


being as ſtrong in the Lord as Paul 
was? Thou haſt the ſame promiſes, the fame God and 
Saviour to fulfil them; and, for thy greater encourage- 


ment to live upon him by faith, for the fulfilling of them 


* — he has another office, in which he condeſcends to 
1 VS: 33 os | BE 
ADvOCaTE, freely to take thy cauſe in hand, and 
ed in the court of heaven. In this cha- 
racter he would repreſent himſelf, as having undertaken 
to anſwer all charges againſt thee from whatever quarter 
come, and to obtain for thee every bleſſing promiſed 


in his word, and for which thou applieſt to him by faith 


Although I am leſs than the leaſt of God's mercies, 
: a vile ſinner, and to this moment an unprofitable ſervant, 


in the time of need. In this amiable light he would 


| have thee to conſider him as thy dayſman, to whom, 


being thy Saviour and thy friend, thou mayſt ſafely refer 


thy cauſe, as the Mediator between God and man, who 


will tranſact all thy matters for thee with the Father, and 
as thy interceſſor who appears in the preſence of God for 
thee, that every bleſſing of his ſalvation may be thine. 


Under theſe names the ſcripture deſcribes the advocate- 


ſhip of the Lord Chriſt, which office he ſuſtains for thy 
ſake, to encourage thee to come with boldneſs to the 
throne of his grace. Thou haſt a friend there, who is 
bound by his word, and alſo by his office, to ſee that 
thou want no manner of thing which is good 3 and al. 
though all things ſeem to make againſt , and thou 
canſt find no human means of obtaining the promiſed 
I, which thou -wanteſt, then look up to Lord 
eſus. Thou wilt glorify him at ſuch a time, if thou 
canſt truſt in his int: „ and if the workings of thy 
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_ deſerving for my very beſt works and duties to be puniſh- 
ed with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the 
Lord; yet glory be to his infinite grace, I have an advo- - 
cate with 2 ather Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, and he 

is the propitation for my fins. All the bleſſings which 
he has promiſed ws. Fe his dear people, as their Saviour, 
their Prophet, Prieſt, and King, he is my Advocate with 
the Father to obtain for me.---A. righteous advocate, 
Who aſks nothing but what he has a right to, and who 
never aſks in vain. It hath pleaſed the Father, that all 
fulneſs ſhould dwell in the head of the body, the church, 
and. it pleaſeth him that the members ſhould, from the 
fulneſs of their head, receive abundantly all the influence 
they want: for the father himſelf loveth them, and out 

of his infinite love gave his Son to be their head, that he 
might fill all in all of them. What then may not I ex- 
: peck from ſuch an advocate with ſuch a Father? Already 
we I received ſo much, that I know Jeſus appears in 

the preſence of God for me, I can truſt my cauſe in 
his hands. He has taught me to leave all my matters to 
his management, and I defire more ſimply to reſign them 
up to him. I find every thing goes on well, which is left 
to his direction, and nothing miſcarries, but what I un- 
dertake without. him. Oh for more faith! The Lord 
- - Increaſe it, that my precious advocate may be more glo- 
. rified, by my trufting him moxe, and that he may have 
all the honour of conducting my affairs, ſpiritual and 
temporal, in earth and heaven, in time and in eternity. 
Even fo be it, Lord Jeſus! 4 e 
After the believer has been taught thus to truſt the 
Lord Chriſt, and to expect that grace which in his ſeveral 
offices he is engaged to give, then his converſation will 
be well ordered; and as he daily grows in faith and de- 
pendence upon Chriſt, he will more in the comfort 
of the Holy Ghoſt: his outward, as well as inward mat- 
ters, will come under the influence of grace, and will be 
left to the direction and government of the Lord Jeſus, 
which is another excellency of the Life of Faith, and which 
renders it infinitely preferable to any other way of liying. 


* 
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True ſtate of the caſe is this: Chriſt has all power in 
heaven and earth given unto him. As Godiman he has © 
a mediatorial kingdom, which ruleth over all created | 
. beings and things: for they ſubſiſt by the word of his 
power, and are upheld by his providence; ſo that hat- 
ever, in his infinite love and wiſdom, he ſees beſt for his 
people, he is almighty to beſtow it on them. They can 
want no promiſed good, nor ſuffer any outward evil; but 
he is able to give the one, and to deliver from the other. 
Their wants are many, their fufferings great. Sin has 
brought diforder upon the whole creation. The outward 
ſtate of man in the world is full of miſery, not only fol- | 
lowing him, but alſo in him, in his very frame and con- 8 
ſtitution. Pain, ſickneſs, mortality in his body, empti- 
neſs in his enjoyments, diſappointments, loſſes, worldly 
, cares, ſomething or other in body or eſtate troubling 
him; for man is born to trouble. t manner of love 


then is this, that God our Saviour would take theſe 
- things under his government, and manage them for the 
ve of his people, whom he would have to be happy in 
im in this world, as well as in the next! He has given | 
them many great and precious promiſes relating to the | 
life that now is, and he is faithful who bath promiſed |, 
. to ſupply their earthly wants, to ſanctify their ſufferings, 
and to make all things work together under him for their 
good, He has kindly undertaken their temporal, as 
well as their ſpiritual concerns ; for. nothing was left out 
of the covenantof grace. It was ordered in ALL things. 
The outward ſtate and condition of believers, their po- 
verty or riches, health or. ſickneſs, trials of every kind, 
how great they ſhould be, how long they ſhould continue, 
are all appointed, and * r fixed ; nothing left far 
chance to do. When the Lord determined to bring 
many ſons unto glory through Chriſt Jeſus, the means 
by which he intended to bring them unto that erd were 
in his purpoſe, as well as the end itſelf; therefore all 
| things. were ordered and made ſure, even to the very | 
| hairs of their head; for they are all numbered. What 
a coniinual ſource of comfort is this to believers! Their 
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preſent happineſs is provided for as well as their eternal, 
in the — of . God is become their God, has 
made himſelf known to them in this covenant- relation, 
and has thereby bound himſelf to give whatever he ſees 
will be the beſt for them. But becauſe he knoweth their 
frame, and how apt they are, under hard and long trials 
of faith, to be diſcouraged, he has therefore made them 
ſweet temporal promiſes for their ſu 
ſhould be and faint in their minds, he has e 
to deliver them from all evil, Many are the afflictions 


- © of the righteous, but the Lord delivereth him out of 


te them all, Pfal. xxxiv. 19. He delivers two ways, 
either by entire 4 removing the affliction, or by changin 
its nature; for he 
into a real bleſſing, he makes it the means of increaſing 
faith and patience, ſweetens it with a ſenſe of his pre- 
ſence, and demonſtrates that-it comes from love, by its 
increaſing love to him in the heart of the righteous. This 
n as one of the teſt ſufferers for 
Chriſt witneſſes, who, upon the mention of his affliëtions, 
declares: Out of them all the Lord delivered me, by 
ſaving mo from the evil that was in them, and by making 
them yield the peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs. \ 
The Lord has alſo engaged is deſks upon believers 


all good: They that ſeek the Lord ſhall not want any - 


„ good thing, _ XXX1V. 10. Their loving ſhep- 
herd will ſee that they lack nothing, no good thing will be 


withhold from them. To the fame purpoſe are the pro- 


miſes in the New Teſtament, Matt, vi. 33. Serk ye fiſtr 
the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe 
tdzmings, food, and raiment, and all neceſſaries, ſhall be 
added unto you: I, your God and Saviour, give you m 
word for it; truſt me, and you ſhall never want. With 


confidence did he believe it, who ſaid to the Philippians, 


iv: 19. My God ſhall ſupply ALL your need, ac- 


6 cording to his riches in glory, by Chriſt Jeſus. 


What a powerful motive is here for the ſtrengthening of 


our faith, that be our wants ever ſo many, ever ſo great, | 


our God has engaged to ſupply them all! We may 
y chen caſt all our care hon, fince he careth for us, 


' 


: 


rt, Leſt they 


e takes the curſe out of it, and turns it 
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eſtate: infinitely better than we could for ourſelves. 
What trouble, what burdens ; ſhall we be hereby caſed 
of! what peace of mind ſhall we enjoy, when we can 
give up all our temporal concerns into the Lord's hands, 
and by faith ſce them all conducted for our good, by his 
infinite wiſdom and almighty love! Bleſſed ſurely is the 
man, who thus putteth his truſt in the Lord his God. 
He is delivered the anxious care of getting, and 
from the fear of loſing what he has got: he is eaſy about 
the preſent, the future he leaves to the Lord: his con- 
yerſation is without covetquſneſs, and he is content with 
ſuch things as he has, and thereby he e thouſands 
of the common troubles of life. In this ſweet peace he 
enjoys his ſoul, becauſe the Lord has ſaid to him---< I 
will never leave thee nor forſake thee,” in any ſtate, 
in any want, or in any diſtreſs---I will be ever with 
thee to turn all things, ſeem they ever ſo afflicting, into 
real bleſſings. Truſting to this word which cannot be 
broken, he may boldly fay, The Lord is my helper, and 
Iwill not fear what man ſhall do unto me: let the world 
perſecute me, my trade fail, poverty pinch me, ſickneſs 
pain me, friends leave me, and all outward comforts for- 
ſake me, nevertheleſs I am a happy man, The Lord 
Chriſt is my portion, my all- ſufficient portion ill, and 
theſe things, being of bis appointment, are for the beſt. 
„ bare im! He makes them the 
means of weaning me from the world, deadening the old 
man of ſin, bringing me to a more intimate acquaintance 
with hümſelf, and to a greater experience vf his 1 
to my ſoul: whereby he enables me to truſt all things 
for time and for eternity in his hands, who. hath ſaid unto 


me, and faithful is he that hath , who alſo will do 


it,“ Lill never leave thee nor. forſake the. 
But ſome may ſay, Are there any perfons who live 
_ thus above the world, freed from its cares and fears, and 
troubles? Ves, thanks be to God for his unſpeakable. 
gift. He has promiſed to make all things work toge- 
ther for good to them that love him, and he has had wit- 
nefles in every age of his faichfulneſs in fulfilling his 
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living. 
not a partaker of their happineſs? Since thou art a be- 
Jiever, it is thy privileges thy title to it is good, and 
N l 8 : 1 
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U Read that little book of martyrs, Hebrews 
xi. and you will ſce how ha 


% 


choſe to ſuffer aſfliction, rather than to enjoy the 
pleaſure of ſin for a ſeaſon; they eſteemed the reproach 
of Chriſt, and ſet more value upon it than upon riches 
and honours, And we have a great cloud of witneſſes 
in the New Teſtament, who rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the name of Chriſt, 
who bleſſed their revilers, prayed for their perſecutors, 


and took joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods. Hear one 
of mx ſpeaking the — of the reſt: I account 
4 all thing 


« ledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, for whom I have ſuf- 


L fered the loſs of all things, and I do account them but 


« dung, that I may win Chriſt.“ Still there are ſonſe 


among us of Paul's mind. The Lord hath not left 


himſelf without witneſs. We have a few names, ( 
the Lord daily add to their number !) who can truſt 


their temporal affairs in the hands of Chriſt, and who 


find the happineſs of having them in his management. 
He does all things well for them: what would make 
them unhappy he takes upon himſelf---* Caſt thy burden 
«on the Lord,” fays he, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee ; 


and he does ſuſtain the weight of it, and thereby frees - 


them from anxious care, and gives them ſweet content. 
5 have enough, let them have ever ſo little of out- 

things, becauſe they have got the 1 of great 
-price. Chriſt is theirs," and the Spirit of Chriſt enables 


them to make up all their happineſs in him, and not in 


the things which periſh in the uſing. Chriſt, with bread 


and water, is worth ten thouſand worlds. Chrift, with 


pain, is better than the higheſt pleaſures of fin; Chriſt, 


_ . with all outward ſufferings, is matter of preſent, and of 
Surely theſe are the only happy people” 


eter nal - 
eader, art thou not one of them? Art thou 


y they were in God, not 

only in proſperity, but alſo when all the world was 

| 7 them. Great were che triumphs of their faith. 
hey 


gs but loſs, for the excellency of the know- 
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thou entereſt into poſſeſſion by faith, and if it be ſo 


weak that thou art not ſo happy as they are, thou ſhouldſt 
take ſhame to thyſelf for diſhonouring God thy Saviour, 
for robbing him of his glory before men, and for injur- 
ing thine own ſoul, by not committing all thy outward 


matters unto his guidanae. What could he do more, than 


he has done, to encourage thee to leave them to him, 


that he might manage them for thee ? | He has given' thee 


argument upon argument, promiſes in abundance, bonds 
.which cannot be broken, immutable things, in which it 
is impoſſible that God ſhould lie, to convince thee that 
thou mayeſt ſafely truſt in him for all temporal things 

which he knows will be for thy good, Oh! pray then 
for more faith. Beg of the Lord to enable thee to walk 
more by faith, and leſs by ſenſe, that taou mayeſt commit 
thy way entirely, unto him, and he may direct all thy 
paths. The more thu truſteſt in him, the happier he 
will make thee. Therefore daily intreat him to deliver 
thee from taking any anxious thought for thy lite, what 


thou. ſhalt eat, or what thou ſhalt drink; or yet for thy 


body, what thou ſhalt put on. Since he knoweth thou 
_ - haſt need of all thoſe things, and has ſent thee to the 
fow)s of the air, and to the graſs of the field, to ſee what 


a rich proviſion he makes for them; art thou not much 


better than they? Oh! pray ſtill for the increaſe of faith, 
that all thy worldly matters being reſigned, and given 
up into the hands of the Lord thy God, thou mayeſt be 


eaſed of many weights and burdens, and mayeſt run with | 


more patience and joy the race that is ſet before thee. 

A4 s theſe fathers in Chriſt learn by daily experience, 
to live more upon him for the bread that periſheth, ſo do 
they for the bread that endureth unto everlaſting life. 


They attain to a fixed ſettled dependence upon Chriſt, for 


the conducting of all things belonging to their ſtate of 


grace, to their comfortable walk in it, and to their finiſh- 
m 


their courſe. happily. They grow in the knowledge 


of thoſe bleſſed truths; are more grounded and better 
eſtabliſhed in them; and theſe being received and enjoyed 


by faith, do manifeſt the excellency of living by it above 


any other ſtate, except that of glory. © | 


a 
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way heavenwards; but in Chriſt he 
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Firſt, they are pardoned and accepted in the Beloved--- 
him partakers of every covenant-mercy : for he was 


made of God unto them wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſancti- 


fication, and redemption, His whole ſalvation is theirs, 
And this is their ſtate of grace, into which he has brought 
3 and by faith put thera into the preſent enjoyment 

This was largely treated of before, but cannot be too 


much inſiſted upon, both becauſe there is a growth in the 


know of the covenant, and clearer evidence daily to 


de had of the believer's intereſt in it, and alſo becauſe the 


love and wiſdom ng Sew in N. the power in 
executing, the grace in applying, the bl 


ings of the co- 
venant, are all infinite, The height and depth, the 


length · and breadth” of thoſe divine perfections cannot 
be fully comprehended. They ſurpaſs knowledge; ſo 


that if a believer knows a great deal of the way of falva- 


tion; yet there is ſtill more, far more, to be known. 80 
long as he lives he mult be learning, waiting upon the 
divine prophet for his inward teaching, and he will be- 


come more dependent upon him, the more he learns 


for the wiſer. he grows, the clearer views will he have 


of his having attained as yet but little wiſdom, which 


makes him preſs forward. He believes, that all the 


treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge are laid up in Chriſt, 
and he longs for more knowledge of his gracious under- 


takings, 'of his adorable perſon, and of his full and free 
falvation. He follows on to know the Lord, He- ad- 


- vances from one degree to another, from faith to faith, 
uncl is not ſatisfied witk any diſcovery until that which 
is in part be done away, and he ſhall know even as alfa 

he is 8 N 8 FI 


Tus believer being thus ſatisfied that he is in a fafe 
ſtate, looks up to the Lord to keep him, and to enable 


him to walk comfortably in it, which is another excel- 
lency of the Life of Faith. All things are well-ordered 


in the covenant for every ſtep he is to take: all treaſured ' 
up in the fulneſs of Chriſt, and by faith received out of 


it. The believer has many enemies q___ him in his 
ſtrength ſufſi 
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cient ta conquer them all, and does conquer them, 
His worſt enemy, that gives him moſt uneaſineſs, is in- 
dwelling fin, which is never at reſt, like the troubled ſea, 
ahways caſting up Tome of its filthy motions and cor- - 
ruptions; ſo that when he is in prayer, it is ever trying 
to amuſe and diſtract the mind with a thouſand vain a 
idle thoughts, to weaken faith by its carnal reaſonings 
and doubts ; or when he is in any holy duty, it is ever 
preſent with him to hinder him from doing it ſo perfectly 
as he would. Over this enemy there is no victory, but 
by faith. The old man of fin defies all ſtrength, except 
| that which is aimighty, and therefore this the Lord has. 
„ romiſed ; and theſe believers had experience of his faitb  * 
| fulneſs, whoſe iniquities he had pardoned, and who de- 
|  Cclared, Mich. vii. 19. „He will ſubdue our 8 
ties.“ He will do it: He is engaged b miſe, bß7 
office; it _ glory to fave his 3 E. the Jom 
nion of their ſins. On him therefore they depend for 
continual victory, and according to their faith ſo is it 
done unto them. While they fight againſt ſin, relying 
on the ſtrength of their almighty king, they always con- 
quer. His arm ſubdues the ſtrongeſt Juſt ; but if they 
attack the weakeſt without him, they are infallibly con- 
uered. And this has ſo often happened to thoſe fa- 
hers who know him that is from the beginning, that 
now they never dare go down to battle, but with their 
eyes upon the Lord. He has taught them to depend 
wholly upon him for the crycifying of the old man of 
fin day by day; and in the power of his might, armies - 
of julte are made to flee before them. The captain of 
their falvation encourages them to fight on, not only by 


ſubduing fin in them; but alſo by making chis the ear- 
| ww of their having in him an apſolute mortification of 
ſin. By faith they fee it, and His victorious grace will 
never leave them until he put them into full poſſeſſion of 
tit. Thanks be to God through Jeſus Chriſt their Lord, 
cre long they ſhall have perfect and everlaſting victor7 
over the whole body and being of fin. And — 


| 
3 


As the old man is thus crucified, ſo is the new man 


quickened by the power of Jeſus, received by faith, ao» 


—— OT" — 


us LiFE Of FAITH, to7 
cording to what is written, “ The juſt ſhall live by his 
< faith. -The juſtified perſon by his union with Chriſt 


— 


- 


is a partaker of the grace of life, and in virtue of this 


union he lives upon Chriſt, as a member does in the 
body, and thereby he has communion with the Father, 
by the bond of the Spirit; and this ſpiritual life is begun 
and carried on by faith; it is a Life of Faith, not as if 
faith quickened à dead ſinner; for Chrift is our life. 
But the ſenſe and comfort, and 8 of that life 
which Chriſt gives, are received by faith, and theſe are 
according as faith is. If faith be weak, ſo are they. 
As it grows, ſo do they. Which diſcovers to us an- 
other wonderful excellency of the Life of Faith, ſince 
by it we now partake of a ſpiritual and eternal life: 
« For he that believeth hath everlaſting life, hath it 
now, is already paſſed from death unto life, and he looks 
up to the Lord and giver of it, for every thing needful, 
and expects it out of his fulneſs. Hear one of theſe 
happy believers thus relating his caſe. I am dead to 


- 


\ 


the law, fays he, yet alive to God; I am crucified with | 


Chriſt, am a er of the merit and power of 


bis croſs, and by faith I have in him an abſolute cruci- 


fixion of fin; and although the old man is thus cruci- 


fied, yet the new man hveth : nevertheleſs I live, yet 


not I---I live a ſpiritual life, yet not I as a natural man. 
I did not quicken myſelf; I cannot keep myſelf alive, 
: Chriſt liveth in me, he is the author of my life, and on 

him I depend for the continuance of it in time and in 
eternity: for the life which I now live in the fleſh, while 
I am in this body of ſin and death, I live by the faith 
- of the Son of God; he is the author, he is the object 


- + of that faith, by which I have received life from him; 


by an act of ſovereign grace he quickened me from a 
death in treſpaſſes and = and united me as a living 


member into his myſtical body, and I am kept alive © | 


through his living, acting, and working in me by his 
Spirit; be dwelleth in 1 by Ach. and the more 
clearly I fee this, the more do I love and enjoy the 


prince of life, my-preciaus, above all expreſſion, infi- 


* 


ditely eternaliy precious Jeſus, who loved me and gave 
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dimſelf for me, that by his death I might be dead to ſin, 
and by his reſurrection might live to and with God for 
ever and ever. Thanks and praiſe be to thee withont 
ceaſing, thou dear lamb of God, for thy love to me the 
chief of knners! Let all thy people ſay, Amen. 
This is the happy caſe of thoſe believers, who are like . 

the bleſſed Paul, ſtrong in the Lord Chritt, By his 
death they are dead to ſin, and becauſe he liveth, they 
are alive to God: for they who are joined to the Lord 
are one ſpirit. And as their faith increaſes, they have 
more ſpuitual felowlhip with Chriſt in bis death and 
2 58 not ks the merit, e in the — 8 
2 | . grow more ndent upon the 
Lord's ſtrength, and he daily — 9c them the old 
man of fin ; and as he grows weaker, their other enemies 
have leſs power over them. By their luſts Satan tempts 
them; the more theſe are mortified the weaker will be 
his temptations. By their luſts, by the luſts of the fleſh, 
the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life, the world tempts 
them; as theſe are ſubdued, they will be more — 
do the world. Chriſt living, dwelling; and reigning in 
tem by faith, will day by day weaken the ſtrength of 
fin and Satan, and the world; and by the power of his 
death and reſurrection he will be conforming them more 


to his own image and likeneſs. He will by faith enable 


them to be growing up into him in all things, as lon 

as they live. They will be going on from ſtrength 

ſtrength, till fin and death be fwallowed up in victory. 
Until that happy time come, he has appointed certain 


means, in the of vrhich they are to wait for the con- | 


tinual receiving of grace from him to deaden the o 


man, and for the growth of the new. And this grace 


they receive, not merely becauſe they uſe the means, 
_ but becauſe. they uſe them in faith, expecting his pre- 
-- ſence in, and bleſſing upon them. Believers ſet the 
Lord always before them, and look trough the means 
at him: for without him they are good for nothing; but 


wen obſerved, according to his mind and will, as acts 


of truſt in his promiſe, and of dependence upon his faith+. 


* 
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inſtituted, and become the means of ſpiritual communion 
with him. And thus legal duties become. chriſtian pri- 

vileges. One of theſe means is attendance upon public 

vr the ground and reaſon for which is Chriſt's 
e- 


promiſe - Where two or three are 3 together in 
* my name, there am I in the midft of them. --- Two or 
three believers make a church, when they are gathered 
together in the name of Chriſt's divinity. By faith they 
expect the fulfilling of his promiſe, and his preſence in 
the midſt of them; and they are then moſt ſpiritual wor- 
ſhippers, when they are looking moſt unto Jeſus, and 
enjoying communion with him. What are their prayers 
but acts of faith and dependence? Whatever ye : 
« aſk,” ſays Chriſt, © in my name, believing, ye ſhall _ 
„ receive. | 
thing worth, unleſs it be preſented in Chriſt's! name, 
and in faith relying on Chriſt's promiſe to hear and 
anſwer, The obj of prayer is the God head in 
chree perſons. + The addreſs to each is in their cove- 
nant- offices, and the petitions. to each ſhould be ac- 
cording as they ſtand related to ſinners in thoſe offices, 
and the communion with the divine perſons is thus ex- 
preſſed - Though Chriſt Jeſus we have an acceſs bx 
_ * one ſpirit unto the father; and whatever we afk be- 
lieving we receive. What is believers hearing the 
word? Is it hot a continual dependence upon their divine 
teacher to make his word ſpirit and life unto their ſouls? 
ITbey expect his preſence to enable them to mix faith 
with what they hear, and then they grow thereby. What 
is their keeping the Lord's day? Is it not to expreſs - 
their belief of his being riſen, and entered into his reſt'? 


and of their having, by believing, entered into reſt alſo, 


and therefore ny wait upon Chriſt in the ordinances to 


to that reſt which remaineth for the people of God. 
What is their attendance upon the Lord's ſupper ? Is 
it not the communion of the blood of Chriſt, and the * 
communion of the body of Chriſt, a real partaking by _ 
faith of his broken body, and of his precious bloodſhed- 
ding, and of all the benefits of his paifion.”* In theſe and 


| 


Which words ſhew us that prayer is no- 


he bring them to his eternal . ſabbath, _ 
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all other ways of God's appointment, they expect Chriſt's 
P reſence, and therefore thay 12 to 4 with gladneſs of 
t to meet him. He is the dear object of their love, 
and he grows more lovely by every day's experience. 
They taſte, and ſee more how gracious he is, and there- 
| fore to converſe with him in prayer, and to be in his 
{ company in the ordinances, becomes more ſweet and de- 
lightful to them. Oh! what happy moments do they 
therein ſpend! All the great, rich, and pleafant things 
in the world are leſs than nothing compared to this joy. 
Communion with Chriſt is heaven begun; and by faith 
| they enjoy it, and nothing can rob them of it, but fin; 
. 1 them 5 their life _ 3 mee 
too p their gracious They upon hi 
to teach them his will, and to n th 8 
perform it, that they may walk daher him in all- well 
; ſing. Whatever is oppoſite to his will they dread, 
5 cauſe it would deprive of their greateſt bleſſi 
even communion with their beſt and boſom friend. 
Sin, viewed in this light, is blacker and viler than all 
the devils in hell. loye of Chriſt ſhews fin in its 
., _ exceeding finfulneſs, and faith working by love to 
' Chriſt gains daily victory over it. He who has the 
KPA 
do t t 3 o do con- f 
= 2 ſin, yn it cannot Gracia) hin from his beloved 
Saviour, nay, it ſhall make him live in cloſer and nearer | 
connection, The motions of fin within, and temptations 


make him at laſt more — Mnerorr. . 
| © . | © The fame faith, working by love, has gained the hearts 
and affections of believers over to the intereſt of holi- 
neſs, and the commandments now ceaſe to be grievous. 
Love to Chriſt, who is perfect tighteouſnefs and holi- 
neſs, cannot confiſt with the hatred of either; nay, they 
are renewed: after his image in both, and renewed in 


— 


by 

4 
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and renewed in heart, that they might love it; therefore 
being thus created ane w in Chriſt Jeſus, they will cer- 
tainly in the inner man delight in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs. He has ſhed his love abroad in their hearts, 
has won them to himſelf, and now nothing is dearer to 
them, than that ever laſting righteouſneſs by y which he juſti- 


fies them, and that true holineſs, of which they are be- 
come partakers in him, which they evidence by a holy 


walk, and in which he will 2 * them holy and un- 


e and unrebukeable before the father. Thus he 
perfectly ſecured the intereſt of holineſs, and the 


855 glory of he mot Holy God; for they are his workman- 


ip, created unto good works, to love them, to do them, 
hi Nr ide ngth for wilt 
live b upon \ or will and power 
to do — Ay upon his interceſſion for the acceptance 
of them, laying them all upon the golden altar that ſanRi- 
fieth the gifts. Thus their whole dependence is upon 
Chriſt. He is all, and in all of their chriſtian walk. To 


him they look for every thing needful, to enable them to 


glorify God in their lives, and to ſhew forth the kate 
of him that hath called them; on his grace they Grit 


that their converſation may be as becometh the goſj 


Chriſt, and that l dige I adorn the dockrine of 
their Saviour in, all find in him a by 


ciency of grace, yea they c can * all things, and fuffer all 


things thro Chriſt ſtrengthening them. Whatever 
difficulties ugh meet with im the way 3 „leaning 
upon their beloved, he carries them through al li. What: 
ever temptations, I will be with thee, ſays. he, in the 
hour of temptation, look unto me, and thou ſhalt be 

faved---Whatever enemies, fear. them not, ſays he, for 
I am with thee, be not diſmayed, for Lam thy God, I 


will ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yra, I will 
Wie 2 with the right hand of my rigtiteouſneſs--- | 


tever ſorrows, your ſorrows, ſays he, ſhall be turned 
into, Joys and your joy no man taketh from you 


ſickneſs, I will ſtrengthen thee upon the bed | 


of lang thing. and I will make all thy bed in thy ſickneſs 


| — ver poverty, I will de a ſtrength to e 


No 


to the kingdom; and they 


CCI Aw + * 
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a ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs---Whatever perſe- 
cution, Bleſſed are ye, fays he, who are perſecuted for 
righteouſneſs fake, I pronounce you, I will make you 
blefled. Thus Chriſt is with them, and none of the evils 
or miſeries of life can ſeparate them from him. He keeps 
them ſafe, and carries them through all their trials by his 
mighty power, and they, truſting in him, find, that he 
makes all things work 2 their good. What a 

| bleſſed life is this! ſurely theye is none like it: for the 


Life of Faith is glory begun. The 3 the hap: 


pineſs of it, are greater than can be deſcribed, The 
ongeſt believers upon earth may daily know more, 
and may experience far more of the comfort of walking 
by faith, becauſe as they grow more eſtabliſhed in it, 
they will be receiving more power over ſin, and will 
walk nearer to God. Having but one object. to look 


1 unto and to live upon for all Wine here they will be 


uietly ſettled. hat can ſo effectually keep them 
from {58 toſſed to and fro, as to have all fulneſs trea- 
{ured up for their uſe in Chriſt, and to be brought to a 
fixt dependence upon this fulneſs, and to live upon it for 
all things belonging to life and godlineſs ? Hereby ſweet 
peace will be eſtabliſhed within, and there will be a re- 


© - gular walk in the outward converſation. The whole 


man will experience what the Lord has promiſed to his- 
redeemed. le, „I will cauſe them to walk by the 
- 6 rivers of waters in a ſtraight way, wherein they ſhall 
not ſtumble. He leads them by his Spirit, and 
cauſes/ them to walk by the rivers of waters, where 


. there are abundant ſtreams of grace continually flowing, 


and he guides them in a ſtraight way, that they ſhall not 
- tumble or err therein; but ſhall be kept happily to the 
end of their courſe, and ſhall finiſh it to their ever- 


| - laſting joy. And 


» 4 24 ” [ ' , : 5 
This is another ineſtimable privilege of believers. 


© Chriſt has engaged to keep them unto the end; and hay- 
ing begun a good work in them, he has promiſed reg il a 
to leave it until it be finiſhed. - What a ſtrengthening 
is this to their faith, and what a glory does it put upon 
te whole Life of Faith; that it is à life which cannot pe- 


\ 
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riſh? Believers have in them the immortal ſeed of eternal 
life. This is the crown of all: for how will this bear 
them up under croſſes, ſupport them in troubles, carry 
them on in their warfare againſt the fleſh, the devil, and 
the world, and make them defy all dangers, yea, death 
- itſelf! fince they are aſſured from the mouth of God their 
Saviour, that none ſhall pluck them out of his hands. 
- They do not truſt to themſelves, or have any dependence 
upon grace received; but they rely upon the faithfulneſs-. 
. and power of Jeſus, who has given them abundant evi- 
_ dence that he will water them with his grace every mo- 
ment, and hold them up by his ſtrength, and they ſhall 
be ſafe, How confident were believers of this in the 
Old Teſtament! One of them, who had attained this aſ- 
ſurance of faith, ſays, . Surely goodneſs and mercy ſhall 
“e follow me all the days of my life! and he, with many 
others who had obtained like precious faith with him, 
declare---<** This is our God for ever, he will be our 
4 guide even unto death. They were ſure he would 
be their God, and would follow them with mercy, and 
guide them, and do tliem good in life and death. To 
the ſame purpoſe our Lord has promiſed believers, My*- 
« ſheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they fol- 
low me, and I give unto them eternal life, and they 
& ſhall never peril, neither ſhall any pluck them out of 
my hand.“ How confidently did he truſt in Chriſt 
for the fulfilling of this bleſſed promiſe, who ſaid, I am 
fully perſuaded that neither h nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, 
« nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.“ 
Ou! ſweet words of comfort! how happy was Paul in 
this aſſurance of faith! it is thy privilege, believer, as well 


as his. Thou haft the ſame promiſes that he had, the fame. 


God to fulfil them, and thy faith ought to be growing 
until thou be aſſured that no creature, not all the powers 
on earth, nor the gates of hell, can ſeparate thee from 
Chriſt. They may as ſoon get into heaven, and cut eff 
Chriſt's right-hand, which is impoſſible, as cut off on 
of the members of Chrilt's 2 body. 


* 
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If thou art ready to fay, I ſee clearly how I ſhould 
. glorify my dear Lord, and how- happy I ſhould be, if my 
_ faith was but like Paul's in this point, but Iam ſo weak 
and liable to fall, and mine enemies ſo numerous and 
mi tity; that I ſometimes fear I ſhall never be able to 
hold òut unto the end; becauſe thou art ſuch, there- 
fore the Lord has given thee his promiſe that he will 
hold thee up, and thou ſhalt be ſafe. And this promiſe 
N of the covenant, which is ordered in all things, 
and ſure. Look at that, and not at thyſelf. Conſider 
the meſſenger of the covenant, in whom it is all ordered, 
and by whom it is ſure. When thy unfaithfulneſs 
would diſcourage thee, think of his faithfulneſs. - Let 
thy weakneſs remind thee of his N If in 
he leave thee a ſingle moment thou wilt fall: but he \ 
promiſed, I will newer leave thee, If the number and 
ength of thine enemies make thee fear leſt thou ſhouldeſt 
one day periſh by the hand of Saul, he ſays to thee, thou 
ſhalt be kept by the power of God through faith unto 
ſalvation. But if thou art tempted to doubt, findi 
thy revolting heart apt to turn from the Lord, I wi 
put my fear, ſays he, „ into thy heart, that thou 
nhalt not depart from me.” Obſerve, it is his faith- 
fulneſs and power, and not thine, which is to ”P | 
thee, and he has covenanted to do it, and he has 
Power in heaven and earth, and he has given thee | 
miſe upon promiſe for the eſtabliſhment” of thy faith, 
that thou mighteſt be certain he will love thee, and keep 
- thee unto the end. And when he has brought thee to 
à certainty of it, then thy comfort will be full, Chriſt 
will be magniſied in thee, now he has made thee one of 
thoſe fathers who have known him that is from the be- 
”, Binning, He has taught thee ſo to know him; as to 
- _ truſt him for all things, and in all times. This is his 
crown and glory. He has enthroned himſelf in thy 
heart, as thy perfect ſaviour, and his kingdom is within 
| thee, even righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the Holy 
. _ Ghoſt. Now thy calling and thy election is fure, Thou 
knoweſt that he is faithful who hath promiſed to keep 
thee, who alſo will do it. And having this aſſurance 
of faith, zitepded with the rejoicing of hope, and being 


- 
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— ſealed by the bleſſed ſpirit to the day of redemption, 
ſurely thou art-an happy man, thrice happy, whom the 
Lord has thus highly favoured. How infinitely in- 
debted art thou to his grace! Oh! What thanks and 
praiſes doſt thou owe, more than thou .canft ever pay, 
for what he has already. done for thee! and yet this is 
only the dawning of the perfect day. His preſent fa- 
vours are only carneſts and pledges of what he will here- . 
after give thee, Therefore till truſt in him, and he will 
enlighten thee more by his word and ſpirit, he will en- 
liveu, ſtrengthen, and '\eltablifſh thee more. Thy: faith 
will daily reſt more aſſuredly upon him; the joy of thy 
hope will increaſe, thy love will yet more abound. He 
will guide thee by his counſel in an even courſe, and will _ 
reive thee into glory. OA Sg | 
Thus have I treated, as I was able, of the ſafety and 
happineſs of living by faith upon the ſon of God, and 
have deſcribed the common hinderances which ſtop its 
growth, and the victory over them, which the Lord 
gives his people. I have been forced to be very ſhort, : 
and could only throw out ſome hints upon this copious - | 
ſybjeft. May the good Lord pardon what is amils, - 
and bleſs abundantly what is according to his mind. and 
will ! If thou haſt followed me, reader, in thy experience, - | 
and art indeed a happy believer, living upon thy bleſſed 
Jeſus, for his promiſed heaven, and for all things pro- 1 
miſed to thee in the way thither, think what a debt thou 
oweſt him! how dear and precious ſhould he be to thy; 
heart! He has faved thee from all evil, be will bleſs 
thee with all good. As ſurely as thou haſt the earneſt, 
thou ſhalt have the purchaſed. poſſeſſion. Oh! what a 
Saviour is this! he has already beſtowed upon thee the if 
exceeding riches of his grace, but how great will be the 7 
riches of the glory which he will give thee? Thou wilt 1 
ſoon ſee him as he is, and then thou ſhalt be like him, 
No tongue can tell how great that glery will be, not” | 
all the tongues in heaven, after the number of the elett. - 
ſhall be perfected, no not after they have enjoyed it for 
millions of ages; never, never will chey be able to ſhew 
forth ali his praiſe fer making them like himſelf. Sure! 
ten, while thou art * for this glory, which ; 


, if & cv, a 
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= glaſs darkly, but with open face behold the glory of my. 


which I hear amſrering, Surely, Icome quickly ? Amen, 


_— 


. thee to love his appearing more. Having taſted how ” | 


often looking up to him, and ſayi 


thou joy of my heart, thou knoweſt how I wiſh for the 


Come, and make me like unto thee. I do love thee, I 
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be revealed, thou wilt be going on from faith to faith, 


that thy beloved Saviour may become more dear to hee | 


and that thou mayeſt have more cloſe and intimate com- 
munion with him. Every day's experience ſhould bring 


gracious he is, thou ſhouldeſt be longing for the mar- 


_— of the lamb with fervent defire. And being 
now a father in Chriſt, and ftrong in faith, thou. wilt be 


| 5 a | 

Make e, my beloved, and kh me to. thyſelf--- 
Let me fee thee face to face, and enjoy thee, thou deareſt 
Jeſus, whom my ſoul lon after, It is good to live 
upon thee by faith, but to live with thee is beſt of all. I _ 
have found one day in thy courts, converſing ſweetly with 
thee, better thana thouſand, but this has oy whetted my 
appetite; the more commnnion I have with thee, I hunger 
and thirſt ſtill for more. My foul panteth for nearer, ſtill 
nearer communion with-thee. When ſhall I come to ap- 
pear before the preſence of God? O thou light of my lite, 


end of my faith, when I ſhall no longer ſee through a 


ord. Thou haſt ſo endeared thyſelf to me, thou pre- 
cious Immanuel, by ten thouſand thouſand kindneſſes, 
that I cannot be entirely ſatisfied, until I have the full 
viſion and complete enjoyment of thyſelf. The day of 
our eſpouſals has been a bleſſed time, O for the mar- 
riage of the lamb, when I ſhall be preſented as a chaſte 
virgin to my heavenly bridegroom | How can I but 
long earneſtly for this full enjoyment of thy everlaſting 
love! Come, Lord Jeſus, let me ſee thee as thou art. 


am now happy in thy love, but not ſo as I hope to be. 

I am often. interrupted here, and never love thee ſo much 
as I defire ; but theſe bleſſed ſpirits ſtanding now round 
thy throne are perfected in love. Ohl that I was once 
admitted to ſee as they do, the glory of God in the face 
of Jeſus Chriſt! Is not that the voice of my beloved, 


fay I, even ſo come, Lord Jeſus. Make haſte, my be- 


* 
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loved, and be thou like to a roe, or to a young hart upon 
the mountains of ſpices. | 5 
Are not theſe, believer, the breathings of thy ſoul ? 
Since the time for them is ſhort, may they grow warmer, 
and more affectionate, every day! Thou wilt wait but 
a little while before thou ſhalt ſee the king in his perfect 
beauty, and thou ſhalt be a bleſſed partaker of his eternal 
glory. And if he make theſe. few lines any means of 
inging thee to ſee more of his beauty at preſent, to live 
- More upon his fulneſs, and to be happier in him; I hope 
thou and I ſhall, through his grace, meet him ſoon, and 
gie him to eternity the glory of this and of all his other 
wercies. To the Lord I commend thee, on hom thou 
hait believed. May he ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh thy faith 
daily, that it may grow exceedingly until he bring thee 
wake end of it, and admit thee into that innumerable 
company, who are aſcribing bleſſing, and honour, and 


glory, and power to him that was ſlain, and hath redeem- 


ed them unto God by his blood ! towhom, with the Fa- 
ther, and the Eternal Spirit, three perſons in one Jehovah, 
be equal, and everlaiting praiſe. Amen. 
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